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I)ave just returned from a slave saction. "'l‘ne
psore promipent beauties of the * Inetitation ™ are
etvally thrusting themsslves npop oze, ** will be,
" il he.” 1 aa little dreamed, two hours ago, of A'(-
sending & ** pegro suction " sa I did of taxiog & trip
to the moon. Let me tell yon how i came sovat: £
vas saunteriog slong St. Loaiset., in the Freoch
#part,”) when I observed s crowd of pegross, cm-
poeed of men, women and childres, marcbing, noder
the escort of & wlite mao, toward the 8t. Louis Ho-
). A moment afterward, I observed apotber gang
goisg in the same direction, and 8000 Aftor & third,
1 bad the curiosity to follow them, and se I entered
the rotunda of the botel observed, I thould presume,
#0 lcs than one bandred and fifty pegroes ranged in
front of the different suctioneern’ stands. Operations
bad pot yet commeneed. Fresh *' lota " of pegroes
were sonstantly coming in, and the various ' doalers”
grere mading examinations of the difforent ' articles”
po exbibitien. The immenso rotunde—an elegant
and most fashionable affsir—was throoged with epac-
slstors, buyers, dealers acd lovkere-on. 8:me were
rmcbiog their Havanis—tome were taking their
toddicr—tome were reading thelr moroing papars—
and rome wers chattering on politics, the monay
merket and the weatber. Tha auctioneera werarlowly
walking to 8rd fro upon their elavated rostrum?, ke
wen who sppreciste t} cir impartance, sad o:cision-
ally stcopiog to surwar an ingairy fron a cust smer.
The lavgh—the joke—thestin mgrepsrte»—th"unny
rmile—the cordial e eting of frienda—the courteous
auctiovesrs—the elepast hall—the flash of faab.op,
and the atmoeptere of gentility pervadiog the gay
thronx—bow urhke the horrors of my gloomy im-
sgivings. Yet what amazirg callon:ness'

The cJock strikes 12! A change comes over the
spirit of the scepe. The tasone of the auctivocers,
brougl.t down sgainst ‘be solid marble, act with the
potency of msgi: npon the babbliog throng. Four
suctioneers, in four seversl sactiovs of the Rotond
Bsmmeriog away with frizhtful volubility, and stil
more frightful jeeticulation, at four severai parcels of
buman ‘' chattels.”  Ibere fuur gentleinen are sbout-
ing st the top of tbeir voices, alternately in Freach
ard Kpgiish, aa if each made a point of strivivg to
drowe the voices of the othera. Butthe gentlemsn
oD my right seemn to carry off the honors, both aa re-
spectn strenith of Jungs sod rapidity of utterance. I
wirh dear reader, you were etanding nearme, for I can
give you hut & very indifferent dsguarreotype of the
efforts of thi» popular stump orstor. He is now en-
goged in hauling upon the ‘‘bleck ' a feeble negro
woman, with a sad and sickly countenance. Haviog
placed ber in the proper position, with rather mare
expedition than ge-ntlenem, with commendable candor
be informs the api-ctators that “‘thia girl” (ane ia agad
at Jeast forty) “'is slways pretending to be sick, and
“docn not therefore warrant her.” He sells ber,
bowever, at a low figure—aome $400—ani the next
instant ber place is supplied by a fine looking, bright-
eyed younyg mulatto woman, with an infaat, almost
perfect!y white, in ber armna.  He informs his patrons
that '*1his girl is named Avx, aged ©2, aod free from
tho discanes and vices deli;{lnuwd by law;” and :
proceeds, alternately in Freoch sod Eogliab, some- :
what thur: **Hew much for this girl ! Quant donnez
" me pour cette Escare? Tlow muck dol hear for
* this splendid girl 7 Five buadred—Cingue ccnfs—
* geven hundred—sir cents.  Genticmen, look at thin
" g{nl‘. Good nuree and seamstrcan. Do I hear ooe
"y d?! Ogetb d is off-red —one thonnand
! ——going—goirg—sold te Cash, one thoussnd.” '
Neoxt is scld for $1,200, & plantation havd, named
Jin; then s ' boy, agud sbout 50, named Tox, for
$1,000; then two ¢ boys ‘—mulattoen—firat rate coup-
** g18," for 81,500 each: thena “fanily,” caomposed
of & wotber and four childrcn—-he latter all maulat-
toes—for €2,500. Onr eloquent friend baving dis-
poeed of his eutire 1.1, proceeded, without hardly a
moment's interrnption, to sell & lo® of rea! estate, &c.

Tre three other gmdemeu auctioneers weredriving
oD an equally tluurishiny, thougb pot goits so rapid,
atrade. One of them—a very bandsome, ynanglsh- |
Sovking men—was devotiog himself oxclasively to
the sale of yuung mulstto womon. Uu the blouz. at
the tisme I approached hin stand, was one of the m iat
besutiful young woinen 1 ever saw. She was aged |
about 1% yearn, was dressed iu a choap, stripad waslen

own, and bare headed. 1 could not discover a single
sace of the African about her fertures.  She was
much wbhiter than tho average of Northern whits
women: ber form was greceful in the eitreme, aod
she carvied in her hrad 8 pair of eyes that pierced oae
tbrongh and through. Unlike miany of ber follow.
oaptives, ebe secined fully sensible of ber degraded
oeition, ar.d shrank with true maiden timidity from
be impudent stere of the hard-featured throng ahout
ber. psitive rorder! what do yop think became of
that beantifol girl ! 8Shu was struck off for 81,250 to
one of the mast lecherons-lookiog cld brutes T ever
Jot ayes on. (icd ehield the belplemn victim of that
ad man's power—it may be, ere mow, thst bad
ane—loet! .

But 1 was destined & nioment after to witness & far
padder, moro heart-runding erene, A noble lookiog
iEmhlto womau was sitling opon & Lench bolding in

¢r srms two little childnin—one an infant, and the
ther a beautiful bright eyed Nttle boy of some saven
or €ight years.  Her face wore a troublwd and fright-
ful louk, a8 if she was consclous that some great evil
wax about to befall hor. When ber turn to be sold
¢ame, the ascended the platform, the babe in ber
srms and the dittle boy clingiug to ber skirts, The
sutivneer offeredt to sell the **lot” together, butno

ponnible bide having been made, th+ mother and
r;‘:/c boy were put up separately aml sold Lo sepuarale
gartics—the ono goiug fo Texas and tho othor to Mis.
sissippi. The ioalseparation of the mother aud chiid
took place & fow mioutes afterwand. I shall never
forgot the horror aud the agony of lhn;fmr'tlng. The

r frautic motber begged andimplored of '* masser”
m‘buy little Jemmie, too,” (and 1 will do him tae
Justice to suy that by was mach toved by Ler ap-
peals,) sud when ¢he found that her appeals wero 10
wain, shoe burat forth into the moat frantic wails that
aver déspsir gave utterance to. At last mather and child
were forcibly separated and hurried off, to sev each
other no more on carth, My heart is not adamaat,
and | execrated with mote than tormor ardor 8 syetea
that could even permut such fiendish atrocities.

Thus [ saw with my own eyes—thus bad 1 thrust
spon me almast—two of the most detestable aud bor.

ble fuatures of the slave system—the sale of busa.
tik] youog women to lustful male owuere, and the
forcble separation of parerts from their offspriog.
Tbhese things have been groesly donied by Nocthern
znau and Northern clergy. That they are excep-

onal | believe to be true,” but that thoy are toler ated
ip any civilized or Christian conimunity, is & ead com-
sentary apon the humanity ot the age,

And these soenes in the Rotunda of the moat fash.
ionable Lote! in the caity ! ‘The air ic eoft and bLalmy,
and the day is as heauliful as ever gladdened the
boart of maa. The golden tunehine, streaming
through the cryetal dome, bathes the spacious hall in
& flood of radiance. Above, arouud this mart of bu.
80 soule, a gay and giddy thruog are holding joyous
revelry. The great hotel {s thronged with wealth and
beauty, and the mueic of piano aud guitar are blending
with the still sweeter music of glad voices. Abuve
tLe din of the hot and dusty street, and above the
boarser diu of the mart below, is heard the load
laugh and heartfal glee of the Apostles of plassure.
Gay equipages arv drawing up before the stately
s}le and ** fair women and brave men ' are proudly

wg&umx thrmugh its portals to swell the throng.
Within these sumptuous halls—amid thumy and
gleeful throog—amid that flash of beauty, fashion and
wealth, where to many splendors are gatbered to-
s-mu—wh’o would dream that under the same broad

ome, and in the eillulgence of the eame golden sun.
tht—cnu)e. and sin, and despair, were holding high
revel! Who would dream that the former drew their
sustepance from tho latter 7

Well, well: the scenc draws its own moral. Life is
made up of startling contras's, Splendor and misery,
¥y and sorrow, magnificeace and beggary, march
\var aide by side. 1fone wears the crown, some other
anst wear the cross.  Wherever the sun shines, there
4130 wreeps the specter shadow. It is, after all, better
:::f;; the gloom of the shadow than be withont the

Nova Baxx.—The place I have above described, I
_‘_’{,“d have befure mentivned, is the scens of
Dele Tom'a™ aale after tha Asath af Q¢ Mlaie Mee

SUT UTAIU Ut Ot Vieie &It

Stowe has painted it well and faithfully. w.




