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b Cowboys he’adquarters in Valley Ranch,
. “on the northwestern horizon of Dallas.
. Ten day-labor workers, including Big
Boy, Slim'and ‘Harry Hippie, plus a few
régular employees of a scaffolding com-
- ‘pany, were fo build a huge platform on
. the eastern edge of the. Cowboys’ prac-
. tice field. When the job was finished,

.Stanley said, there would be a blow-out,

' d barbecue for all. But no one
d him, eXCept ‘Big Boy.
oy is a white guy in his mid-30s,
> an ox. He said that he’d come
from the East Coast in 1989, all
self in a van. He'd run onto hard
“begun to drink too much, been
ed for DWI, sold his vehicle, and,
because he kept on drinking, had
‘Janded in the homeless shelters. There
‘he'd met the 17-year-old woman who
“would become his obsession.
" He was a credulous type, a sucker.
' Some of the guys on the crew knew this

-about him from-other jobs; the rest

. he_ promise Ofthe beer and ‘b'-ar.becu'e had arrived at that conciuswn_when they saw how his glrifnend took

advantage of his nature. i
The two had: moved to a motel on Fort Worth Avenue, where they

been made at the start of the jOb, and it shared a room under an agreement which exempted her from work-

ing, though she was as able-bodied as he. Their room rented for $75

had tantalized' Blg BOY hke the pOt Of gOld dollars a week, or 320 a day. Big Boy paid the daily rate because; he

 said, he could never get $75 ahead: Twice a month, to raise a little
ot ; . v Y ‘extra cash, he sold a part of his Food Stamp allotmem as well, some-
that’sat the end' of every ralnbow. thing that could have landed him in jail.
o i, ; i S : :“T guess I'm just a traditional kind of guy,"_ he d say “I thmk I
shouid be able to support a wife”

-. r[‘hej()b hadbegllll OHaTueSdaY, atthe 5 SRR e contllnued ‘on next page

l[ow the “dogs” 0f day labor
survnve dolng the worst work

for tlle‘ least-‘-‘i;-imoney.
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2{e) Bf=|t!me Hd. 2l Marah sane could walk his gigl from . pedestrian. Since tion to the promise, probably because
- her job to their apartment i Blg Boy becoming a  day -Stanley was talking something about = | ||
in a rough part of town. ' laborer, he had " birds in the bush. The guys who really | |

. sometimes at break, he
“braved derision to.make a
‘phone call to her. Qne-

Stanley, or.-moan about

SUMMER SESSION

At the Industrial Labor Service hall, workers wait to be called for a job.

A dirty job :
Continued from last page
Other guys on the job had girlfriends
and obligations in kind. For example,
when the Cowboys job began requiring

“exXtra hours, one guy quit so that he

But none was as love-
struck as Big Boy: Every
day at lunchtime, and

time he walked 200 yards
to reach a pay phone. .
Big Boy stood out not
only because of his hulk
and his faith in romance,
but also because hé clam- -
ored for everyone to stay
on the job and stay happy.
Whenever anybody would
gripe about the foreman,

pain—on 'Wednesday
when everyone was swal-
lowing Ibuprofen by the
handfuls, for example—
Big Boy would pipe up:

believed the
- company
- might (reat
the crew as
working men
b deserve—
fairly and
‘with dignity.
He didn’t
Jknow that in
today’s

~his minimum wage earnings and those of
his wife’s nursing-home job, plus food

stamps, his family was managing to sur-
vive. His wife had an old clunker, but
Slim, like nearly everyone else at the
labor hall, was reduced to the status of

worked on a couple of
jobs  for several
months; and had even
been offered perma-
nent employment, But

down,

_because he had no

transportation of his
' own. :

But he may have
also had problems
passing/a company
~security check. One
day while the men
. «were taking a break in
a tent set up to pro-
vide some shade,
someone had asked
Slim what his social

* security number was.
“My TDC (Texas

~he had to turn it
he  said,

the crew that he was going to ask the
bossman to give them not only beer and
barbecue, but also $20 bonuses if every-

_one stayed to finish the job. He said that
“"he expected it to end on Sunday.
Nobody but Big Boy paid much atten- |

cared about booze carried cans of malt
liquor in the bags and backpacks they
brought to work, and they took sips any-
time Stanley turned away. But Big Boy

started talking up the promise.
= “You know, the company doesn’t have

to do that for us,” Big Boy said. “They
might not give us $20, I know, but it's
nice to think that they might, too.”

Big Boy believed the company might

treat the crew as working mén deserve—

fairly and ‘with dignity. He didn’t know
that in today's workplace, that's as much
a fairy tale as the lifetime job is.

merica’s largest employer is no
longer U.S. Steel, General Motors,
IBM, or any manufacturing giant. Nor is
it the service industry’s McDonald’s, nor
even the Wal-Mart retail chain. Instead, it
is Manpower, Inc., an agency that sup-

plies factories, offices, and stores with

FRENCH LAGSES “Don’t quit now, man. Workplace, Department of ' temporary workers, a subgroup in the !
Hang on till Sunday, you : o Corrections) num- category of contingent workers, which i

~ For Adults, know that we're going to that S as ber?” Slim replied. includes part-time and contract workers I
Children and have beer and barbecue & Then he’d rattled off ' as well. Manpower employs some i

Tel;’,‘::‘::fbof ; that day.” much a fall'y the TDC digits. “Hah, 560,000 people, a mere few thousand ! ’-

: o ' I'll never forget that 'more than McDonald’s, but 100,000 i

A lim—every - regular tale as the one, no way,” he’d = more than Wal-Mart, nearly 200,000 !f

EdroliNow: o day laborer is soon - - B - said with .a laugh. more than GM, and a quarter-million ;.ll" i
Classes Begin sk burdened with two or lifetime “Darrington unit, that ~ more than IBM. It
July 19 three nicknames—was a a Vg was me!” The growth of temporary labor suppli- | |
tall, thin, very black- \ ]Ob 1Se. Another guy had ers reflects a shift in the economy from ||

skinned man in his early

~40s. He was married, not dworced like

most of the guys, and he still lived with
his kids and wife, He'd been in Dallas for-

- ever, and said that he'd had a regular
', construction }ob during the "80s but that

his ‘company had gone broke, leaving

joined in, remember-

ing his prison stretch, which was more .
‘recent than Slim’s 1978 term. In short
order, three of the work group confessed
to serving prlson tlme without showmg-
‘any shame: -

About that tlme Stanley came m-«-cut-

| sl 0 opsiombusihguabor alle Vith . gting the rfzgnn@cegae%‘glggﬁs—gﬂd &ald,aﬁ-mtmmdgzn BPR° 38 ac

one that produces secure, essentially life-
time jobs to one that offers workers the
survival of catch-as-catch can.

Contingent jobs straddle various occu-
pational cafegories, most at the lower

. .end of the pay and benefits scale. Some

are part-time jobs, some are temporary,
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A dirty job
Continued from' pa
some involve the shadowy: category_
of contract labor, and a few are con-
sultancies. Al
Companies seek workers from'
temporary agencies for several rea-
sons—cost being the most impor-
- tant of them. Day laborers, for.
example, do not receive regular
employment benefits like vacations,
ret:rement plans, or health pro'
grams,: and their wages are rarel
more than a half-dollar above the
federal minimum. In today s.econ-.
omy, which experts say is charac-
terized by a weak recovery, many
companies prefer to increase their
work force with temporaries—until |
they're sure, or convinced, that a.-
real recovery is at hand: when tem-: ]
porary workers are laid off, compa-
nies don’t have to pay unemploy-
ment benefits. ' i
Over the past decade, contingent
jobs were created 10 times faster.
than regular full-time employment. ‘-
Today some 35 million Americans,
a third to a fourth of the work force,
are in contingent and/or part-time .
status, and projections say that by " |
the turn of the century, such jobs
will account for half of the labor
market. Two-thirds of the jobs cre-

ated in 1992 were contingent, and in- gygn govarnmant. in thls case the city of Gariand turns to cheap mmpomry fabor.

the first quarter of this year, fuIly 90
_percent were.
The boom in contingent jobs, and

changes in technology as well, have even.

enabled some of their providers to aban-
don humble roots. In a labor market

which needs data-entry clerks more than

constructlon grunts, Manpower for

example, has become a multinational—it -
ooperates in 36 countries—and has closed
~ its day-labor halls, leaving to lesser firms

the field from which it arose;

_' In_ D'alla_s', most gmp?o’y’grs tgrh to a

AN s B

'half dozen smaller ﬁrms—mth colorfu!
names like Peakload and Backlog—for:

unskilled, blue-collar workers, paid on.a

weekly or daily basis. lee all'busi--

nesses, these firms make their profits by

.sell_;_ng_s_qmethu}g more dearly than they

buy it, in this case labor. Most bill their
clients between $6 and $8 an hour, while
pqymg ‘their workers from $4.25, the fed-

“eral. minimum wage, to $5 an hour, The

only “fringe benefit” that the workers get
Continued on page 18
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[ BUT, WE BET YOU CAN'T FIND OUR SALE'STUFF'FOH ANY LESS |

$9.99 & 6.99 T-SHIRTS ....$5.99
$5.99 & 4.99 BOXERS $5.99

oOFF'

GIFT ITEMS

NICOLE MILLER: HARD TO FIND, OUTTA PRINT, COLLECTIBLE Slll.l( SCARVES,
VESTS & CAMP SHIRTS AT ‘4 (ONE

HALF) . . . AVERY LIMITED TIECOON TWEET.
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PRICE
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MAGAZINES

DISCOVER NEW SPIRITUAL TITLES
FOR HALF-PRICE OR LESS.
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IRVING » 3913 W. Airport Freewamlgﬂssl of Irving Mall)
DALLAS » 5915 E, NW. Hwy. « HIGHLAND PARK « 4234 Qak Lawn
NORTH DALLAS + 13388 Preston Rd. * GARLAND.s 1560 NW. Hwy
RICHARDSON +2100 Alamo Rd.* ARLINGTON + Spur 303 at'S, Cocpe ;
BEDFORD » Brown Trail at Harwood * FORT WORTHHULEN #5264 S: Hulen St
FORT WORTH + Ridgmar Town Square K5

All stores ppen 7 days a week. 7
We pay cash for books CDS and everymmg pnnlad or recgrdad

, company’s. gross_'= /
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A temporary worlter sets up shelves ln an Mdhmn warahousa.

A dirty job
Continued from pngo 16

is that—like the guys on the Cowboys

job—if they ‘put in 40 hours, they begin
drawing overtime péy.

,,. ;
he Industrial Labor Service, where
Slim, Big By, and Harry Hippie find

work, is the biggest of the half-dozen

labor halls ir Dallas, Clients of the com-
pany include giants Tike Dr. Pepper, the

Borden ddiries, and BFI, The company

also supplies workers to the cities of

Duncanville; Plano, Garland, Richardson,

and Farmers Branch ’I‘hough it hasno-

confracts with'the city of Dallas. it fur-
ms’hes through third-party contractors,
t;a orers who.clean up Reunion arena and
he “gunslingers” who pick up garbage

/bags and hurl them onto trucks. In 1992,
"~ILS manager Pat

Tammaro says, the

billings~in Dallas
exceeded’ 340 mil- .
lion. : ;

The hall's offices”

Ervay and Hick_ory
streets, \in-a run-
down area southeast .
of downtown called
the Cedars. Across
the street from the
labor hall are 'sev-

buildings and a beer
joint that operates
from behind barred

The job was a
grand prnject,
- worthy of a
are on the corner of . . barbecue and
heer finale—but
_th‘a: men still
~could only guess
eral abandoned What itwouldbe,
because nobody

shdmg—glaqs service windows, Lookmg
down from the slightly elevated windows,
the dispatchers transact business with the
job-seekers'in the waiting room.

On the east side of the parking lot that
surrounds the hall sits a small ILS-owned
concession stand called the Chuck Wagon,
where workers buy snacks and cash the
vouchers with which they’re paid. Vans=
ILS operates 18 of them, to carry workers
to and from job sites—nearly rub fenders
as they enter and leave their parking spots.
Rush hours are between 5;30 and 7 am.,
when most workers are dispatched, and
Dbétween 4 and 6 p.m., when they return,
but there’s movement o the lot almost all
the time; the hall is open 22 hours a day,
seven days a week. Every weekday about
600 men leave for work from ILS. About
half-as many “catch out,” or find jobs, on
' Saturdays. Only on
Sundays is the traf-
fic quiet and slow.

Most of the

for ILS—about 80
percent—live
within a mile of the
hall, and go there,
like Slim and Big
Boy, because they
haven’t got cars to
take them to perma-
nent jobs—which,

be found only in the
suburbs, practically
out of the reach of
bus traffic. Most are
black males under

windows and doors. told them the age of 40 who,
Behind : the ILS ' b i) : far from being casu-
stands a boarded-up what it was als in the true sense

apartment complex
that's a'crack-trade
hangout. “It's real
handy when people
get off from work as-
a place to*! buy
dope,” says Dallas police officer Joe
Waldon.

The ILS bu:idlng is'a large, cream-col-
ored two-story whose top floor is-a home-
less shelter, the Bunkhaus, which is

operated by ILS ona for'proﬁt basis, Tts'

residents—Harry Hippie was one of
them—pay $5 a night, and in:the main,

seek work dewnstairs. The large, ground-

floor labor hall'is. stocked with vending:
machines and rows: of wooden bhenches

,, that face a wall studde¢ with. a,_halffdo__ze{l:,- ]

that they were
building, or why.

of the term, have
been working as
day laborers for
months, or like
Slim, for years,

On any given day,
more than half of the men who show up at
ILS are returning to the employer who
hired them the day before, and about half
of these'are returning to jobs where
they've been working for weeks. :

The first day of the Cowboys job had
been:like forced labor. The van from
ILS dropped the workers off just before 7
a.m,; only feet from the car of a musta-
- chioed, squat, carpenter-type guy, the
‘Continued on page 20
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A dirty job
Continued from page 18
white foreman. Without shaking hands or
asking names, he had herded the men over
“by the practice field, north of the offices at
the Cowboys complex, to a spot where
hundreds of I-beams were piled. The alu-
minum beams in lengths from 11 to 22 feet
were in stacks. Every beam had a 1" x 1”
wooden strip embedded in its center. The
- first task, the white foreman declared, was
A . to get the beams from where they lay to an
- 4k area about 100 yards from there, where the
1 : E ' platform was to be built. And the only way
- E _ to move the beams was by muscle power.
; AR : The white foreman demonstrated how to
CALMING, RELAXING ATMOSPHERE carry the unwieldy beams—or how do to it
392-7051 his way, anyway, He lifted a beam on one
WALK-INS WELCOME end, pulled it out towards him, and walked
~ QPEN backward until the free end fell off of the
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm; Sun 11am-9pm stack. Then he raised the other end to his
Shower Facilities shoulder and walked forward until he was
OUTSIDE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE about'migway ;lé)wn the beam. At that
o] (e point, he balanced the beam on his shoul-
38 i Oﬁ 3u19 der, half in front of him, half behind. He
(112 mille N. of LBJ/Tollway) gave his one-time demonstration with a 14-
foot beam. :

It was considerably tougher with the
longer beams, because they weighed
more. They'd balance all right—and when
they did, their heft squashed the carrier’s
feet into the moist soil. The going also got
rougher as the day wore on, even with the
short beams, because men, unlike forklift
machines, get tired of hauling freight.
Once or twice, a couple of guys teamed up,
two men to a beam. But when the foreman
spotted them, he put a stop it.

Before an hour had passed, some of the
guys adopted an easier method, to which
the foreman tacitly agreed. Two men
would carry two beams between them, one
guy leading, the other guy trailing, both
resting the beams on their waists or cra-
dled at their sides. Everybody began doing
it that way after a while.

Everybody, that is, but Harry Hippie. A

Enhance your

o = =
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appearance thin, 40ish white guy with long locks of
with smooth, hair and tattoos on his arms, Harry had
beautiful skin. something to prove. He put one beam on
) each of his shoulders, and carried two ata
Discover the time. Before anyone could cast more than
successful a scornful glance his way, the foreman had
methods of our noticed, too. He rewarded Harry Hippie by
hair removal picking him as an assistant, and from that
system. moment on, Harry Hippie held one end of
% a tape measure while the foreman, holding
We will _ the other, decided where the laboring
;emove hair caste should lay the beams they toted to
rom a given the site.
area in the By midafternoon, the beams were “01 su““ER spie“
time we quote - moved. Then the men began raising them 0" 000[ TE““
or we will _ to a uniform height—the ground under-
continue neath was hilly—placing wooden blocks or Finasi II!I “‘l’ ten
treatment of steel legs beneath the beams, and screw- q
the area at our ing them into place with metal clips. The  § from THE NORTH F
beams were forming a series of squares  §

expense.”

ELECTROLYSIS WITHOUT REGROWTH"

Lucy Peferstinternational Lid.

458-9375 * 12240 Inwood, Suite 304 Dallas -

New York  Philadelphia ¢ Bryn Mawr ¢ Center for Human
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Dallas ® Newport Beach/Irvin

* Major Credit Cards Ho’ﬂor_c_d :

i3k g.;reﬁméﬂ:teﬁg b Al

of Pennsylvania Medical Center
e ¢ La Jolla * Beverly Hills -

across the hillside, stretching almost 100
yards north'and south, and another 100
yards east and west. The job was a grand
‘project, worthy of a barbecue and beer
finale—but the men still could only guess
what it would be, because nobody told
them what it was that they were building,
or why.

It was early the first morning, while the
men were moving the beams, that the long
white pickup had pulled up, its radio blar-
ing a rap song. A trim, muscular black guy
in an orange-and-green striped canvas out-
fit got out. A white leather cap, decorated
with the image of a gold-stitched marijuana
Teaf, sat on his héad. He had a pierced ear,
with three earrings, and one of his fingers
Continued on next page
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Workers doze at 5:30 aim. while waiting to be a#slgned to an ILs jnb.-.

A dirty job

flashed a golden dollar sign. He walked to
the rear of the pickup—and began tvnstmg
and jumping'like a fish out of water, flap-
ping his arms like they were fins, It Was as
if he'd been hired to dance, - 7 -3

Who i is this fool, everyone wondered

The rapper was Stanley, the | guy who.'

would hold out the barbecue promise. He
was the real foreman.

Nobody told the wo'rkers thdt They ;

learned by seeing.

That afternoon, while Harry Hlppie and

the white foreman were measuring dis-
tances, keeping everything square, Stanley

and an assistant began doing the same

thing; But'in’a different way. The white
foreman measured from edge to edge of
his beams. Stanley measured from center-
to-center. An argument over the proper
method ensued.

“I'm not baymg he’s 2 dumb white boy,
Staﬂle}r sang out, taunt:ngly "But he 8
pretty dumb.. .

“Yeah, these dumb whxte folks they Just
think they know They don’ t know from
shit," he said.

“If I was as dumb
that old white boy;,
shit, I guess I'd have
to be white, too.”

The" workers
looked on, expect- -
ing a fight. But the
white foreman kept -
his mouth shut—as "
only a subordinate
would.

It ‘wasn’t long
before Stanley
proved that he could & |
be as demanding arid arbltrary as the wh:te
foreman had been, On that first day, the
workers expected to return to the hall at 4
p.m., having completed an eight-hour day.
But. Stanley wanted his “dogs”—in his
vocabulary, there were three kinds of men:
motherfuckers, niggers (regardless of
race) and dogs—to work until 7.or8'in the

evening. He got an argument from a cou-

ple of the guys, the glibbest of whom saxd
something like this: .

“Hey, Tlive in a white nelghborhood way
up north by Richland College. If I stay till 6,
I don't géf to the hall until nearly'7, and I
have to cky to catch that last bus at8.
If I do make it, then I've'got to walk home,
Do youthink I want to walk through that
neighborhood at night? Hey, them white
foll IS*’scapeﬁ enough already, mwme

.. giving them a scare.”
Continued from last page

“I knew they’d
-.be.__treatmg my
people like this,”
lrvnn said,
turnlng to go
‘back inside the
Cowhoys gym.

Stanley offered a compromise. He'd let
the workers go at 4, but everyone who
wanted to return had to agree that on the

following days, they'd work until 7 pm.—

12-hour days. That meant that the job
would provide—and require—plenty of
overtime.

In the morning, four of the 10 workers
failed to report at the labor hall. They

were replaced by others: Those who failed . .':
 to show missed a good thing; neither the

white foreman nor Stanley appeared until 9
a.m; The crew spent two hours lounging.
When Stanley finally came, he stittered
something about, “I'll ask our boss'if he'll
pay you dogs for the tlme " as if he was

. doing a favor.

But several of the guys spat back things
like, “Hey, don't ask, brother, you pay. v

Stanley backed off, He agreed to sign time -
cards for the 12 hours the men would be on'
the job, and everybody returned to his task.

A strange-looking white man was watch-

ing that day. The man’ S torso was round,

with little legs and arms attached like tooth-
picks to an apple or
pear. He didn’t walk,
like the white fore-
man, ‘or' pilot ‘a
pickup, like Stanley.
Instead,” he  rode
around in an electric
golf cart. He had a
regal appearance
like a Romanin a
‘chariot, From time
to time Stanley went
to consult with the
round -man; -and
when he went—he
ran. This guy, obviously, was the boss.

The round man appeared at the door of
the tent at break time that second after-
noon, with Stanley running in front of him,
like a Dalmatian before a fire engine,

Without dismounting his chariot, the round
_man began to speak. The job, he ‘said, was

going pretty well, and would take about
four more days: He intended to giveus alla

barbecue and beer party when it was done,

he said. Then with'a whir of an electnc

‘motor, he rode off again. -

“What about the bonus'f‘" somebody

_asked Stanley. “He didn’ tsay nothmg about

that.”.
“Well, 1 told hlm about the bonus, but I

“don’t think he’s going to do that,” Stanley

muttered.

'contlnued on next pa

o R B ST ] Ll g lawwn-n--&'bv

erfect

X C[)icious a'f'as&ion witﬁ a Pelicious Past!
DALLAS S 08 708 FORT WORTH |
5111 Willis From Funky to Elegant 3130 W. Seventh
i 23-511 : ‘Bells & Platforms: (817) 870-1088
§ 12 00 6:00 p m Coslume Jewelry & Accessories 12:15-6:00 p:m.

Thurs sat DemmS & Leather Monl-Sat_

FUTONS NOW ON SALE

tnn Sofas from $249

Dallas’ Oldest & Largest Waterbed Chain Now Carries Futons:

* Finest Selection of Quality Futons in the Metroplex—
at the Best Prices.
* Over 100 Cover Patterns Available
* Ash, Oak, Walnut, Aspen Wood Frames
* Unfinished Pine and Deluxe Ready to Stain Pine Frames
* Plus Much More!

WATERBEDS




gy ey T e

Dallas Observer July 15-July 21, 1993

SR, .

-

reer e
Crea e

& Computer Animatfion

e Computer Aided
Drafting & Design

® Fashion Marketing

The Art
Institute
of Dallas

8080 ParkLn. DallasTX. 75231

I|I' T —
fqu'f 'II |If f IIIN
T

Dealer’s\_Cost +10%

Vorted n 4
Joteng @fﬂ E R ’ v:‘u‘" 1
1992 3
s f il FALAIAN Som
- Readers Po rH " .‘ :

BROWNING HANDGUN

Hi-Power Semi-Automatic

. hammer. Solid front side.

SUPERSTORE

® Fushlon Design
® Interior Design

® Music & Video
Business

® Photography

® Commercial Art

DAY AND EVENING

- CLASSES

CALL NOW
1-800-275-4243
OR 692-8080

John Browning's last semi-
automatic pistol design,
official military. or police
sidearm in over 68 countries.
Single action, ambidextrous
thumb safety and external

Push button magazine

release. Reliability and
14 shot firepower. -
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-either, I could have told you that.”

or<

- workers who had gathered to watch,

A dirty job

Continued from last page
Inside the break tent, Slim squinted and

sneered. “Ain’t going to be no barbecue,

ltimately, the men got their beer—no
thanks to Stanley or the big boss, but
from an unexpected patron. It was late
Wednesday afternoon when Dallas

Cowboys receiver Michael Irvin appeared.

He and a coach came onto the playing
field to toss a ball around. One of the plat-
form crew hollered to him. Irvin threw him
a pass. Other laborers dropped their tools,
and Irvin threw more passes. After a few
minutes of this, he approached the knot of

“Do you guys have any water out here?”
he asked. The men moaned that despite
promises, Stanley hadn t brought a water
cooler to the job.

“I knew they'd be treating my people like
this,” Irvin said, turning to go back inside
the Cowboys gym.

Ten minutes later he returned with arm-
loads of canned fruit drinks from the team’s
supply.

“Say what kind of beer do you guys
drink?” he said as he handed out his booty.
“I think I'm going to buy you some beer.”

On Friday afternoon, Irvin appeared
again, asking guys to name their favorite
brand of beer. About an hour later, he
showed up with a red barrel, choked with
ice'and cans of beer.

Seconds after Irvin left, the round man
carted up. There would be no beer until
quitting time, he said.

As the crew walked out the gate that
day, Stanley stood guard at the red vinyl
barrel.

“Everybody gets three cans!” he said.

A couple of the light-fingered guys took
four, and even with that, two dozen were
left at the bottom of the stack, reserved for
Stanley and his cronies from the scaffold-
ing company.

“Hah, this is the only beer you're gonna.
get,” Slim snorted as he popped the top on
the first of his share.

By Sunday, the men had learned—from
grapevine gossip—just exactly what
they were doing: building a scaffolding for
TexFest, a musical program starring Janie
Fricke, held by the Cowboys to benefit an
[rving charity. But that didn't matter much
to the crew. What was important was that
everyone was exhausted and sore.

More than half of the men who had
started the job weren’t on hand anymore.
Hard-working Harry Hippie had fallen out
of the crew on Wednesday after eating
several jars of baby food at lunch. He'd
been grumbling something about ulcers
and surgery all day, and about half an
hour before quitting time, as,if to prove
that his ill health was real, he'd fallen to
his knees and vomited time after time.

A lithe and strong young man called Red
failed to show, because he was on the
road. He had a Monday appointment with
a probation officer in another town.
Another veteran had simply failed to get
up on time, a victim of Saturday night. But
Slim and Big Boy and were still on the job.

The day was a tough one, because for
most of the men, it was plywood time. The
understructure of the platform was nearly
finished, and now most of the crew had to
cover it with sheets of wood; the 1 x 1s in
the center of the beams were for the nails
that would hold the sheets in place.

. Continued on next page
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Have we got th
answer for you

VOICE MAI

995 Month

Flat Rate
(+ Tax)

« Price includes a new
private phone number
answered 24 hrs. ada
by our computers wit
your voice.

- Local and “800”
Numbers Available
« Confidential
.+ Unlimited Messages
« Business or Personal
« Start Today!

214-262-77
817-284-22

American Voice Ma
Offices Coast to Coas
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Locattons To
Serve You

No Appt. Necessary * Open 7 Days A Week

DALLAS LEWISVILLE ' .
6125 Luther Lane 724'W. Main St. #450
214-696-1810 ©214-436-1131
DENTON
22195 Loop 820,417
§17-383-4085
Fancy Nails Fancy D\Cauf;
_ IRVING ' 'ARLINGTON -
" 2526 N; Beltline Rd. 90E. Copeland Rl -~
214-255-6348 - B17-861- 145‘!\_

\‘-
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fi nd the perfect place to i
entirely too much time. From now‘
on it shouldn’t. e nes.

“Thanks to The Rental Ring
discovering the perfect spotto hang;j_
your-hat'is now as easy as plckmg up
a phone And, the service is

The- Rental Ring is' your 24 Imur

seven-day-a-week link to 'the

Metroplex apartment communities.

All you need is a touchtone phone,

an idea of where you want to live, -

how much you want to pay- and -
© what arnemnes you neecl 2

You - can . even re_cem_e apts
 informational fax on each apartment -
complex or be transferr_ed directly to -
the community’s leasing office. All =
.'of this accomphshcd with }ust one-
; -pbonc czﬂ i
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Continued fron_'l last page
Getting the plywood onto the platform
wasn’t as hard as moving the beams had
been, but it was no cakewalk, either. The

_men had to drag the plywood, one sheet

at a time, across the platform, which by
noontime was griddle-hot.
Tempers were short, and everyone was

- weary of Stanley’s constant jive. Charlie, a-

chubby black who had been on the job for
two or three days, was working on a team
with Blg Boy, clamping the last of the
beams in place. Charlie was boastful, still
reeling from the night before, bragging
that he'd paid $20 for the services of a pros-

 titute. Stanley was only a few yards away,
- as usual, looking for a chance to berate.

Stanley said something about Charlie’ s
having had to pay for sex.

“Shut up, you motherfucker,” Charlie
shouted back,

Nobody had talked to Stanley like that all
week.

“You j lee-ass motherfucker better leave
me alone,” Charlie continued,

“Ah, he’s just playing with you,” Big
Boy—ever the apologlst--smd to his part-
ner.

Tis head, that's what,” Charlie warned.
But Sta;_}ley wasn'’t intimidated.
“Dog, you suck my dick!” he said.
“Shit, first you have to grow one!”
Charlie came back. '

- Everybody heard, and as on the day -
‘Stanley had tangled with the white fore-
“‘man, everybody tensed, waiting for the = |

blows to come.

But Stanley shut up. He’d met his
match. -

He’d been telling everyone for days that
on Sunday they’d knock off early, 4 p'm.,
for the beer-and-barbecue fest that would
last two hours.

About 2 o’clock; a handful of white chil-

~dren and a younger man showed up with

the bossman. It looked as if a family ptcmc
were about to begin. Stanley said the visi-
tors had brought the barbecue. Biit dur-
ing the 3 p.m. break, the bossmar and his
guests disappeared.

Stanley came into the tent to explain.

“Hey dogs, we're not finished yet. It will
take a couple of hours. The bossman has
left the barbecue and the beer. You can
have it when we knock-off at 6.” '

At 6! A chorus of blie language went up.
Most of the men didn’t want to work to
six, barbecue and beer notwithstanding, A

“mutiny was at hand.

Stanley was réduced to pleading.
“OK, OK, you can go at 4, but the beer
and barbecue, they ain’t'till 6. Who's

going to stay with me? [ need you dogs to
. finish this job.”

- Only two hands shot up, that of a new-
comer who was pleading financial need,
and naturally, the beefy palm of Big Boy.

“Come on, you might as well stay. It's
only two hours, and that barbecue is
going to be good,” Big Boy told the men.

~Slim didn't speak. for a moment. He
‘was‘mentally calculating his time. He fig-
‘ured he had worked about 66 hours that
‘week,
“Fuck this jOb Irn gomg home he .

sasd

At 4 o'clock, all but the two workers fol-

lowed Slim out the gate. Only Big Boy and
the greenhorn stayed with Stanley to cele-
brate the: rambow s end m

To pmrect t}ze !mehhood of a‘ay laborers in

“Well, 1 ain'’t to play with. I'll g0 upside
ks only 2 months, another 151bs. in gn’e week.
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Researchers Consnder...lOO% Safe And Effective

AN AMAZING weighl Ioss product has been developed thal will enable virtually anyone to

: reduce weight rapndly w:thout dletmg, without giving up favorite foods and without fear of

- srdTe :ffcct:IS« e RA [ BY ANN BISHOP ]
e tablet’s main lngre ient has been ap- £~ e 4 i f in the U

‘ proved by the FDA and is considered 100% > Gpproved. its spie i fne ,'S‘

" safe and effective. Jubilant researchers are E;::]Tg d]'ui?:'aéefi?:;fidm;lbmor?f we‘;ghl

hailing this product in such terms as **The best clus?ve He h?;l 5 mar:i‘e lasﬁii;l?iel e:;

?.V ;;rfecto;l;rozfu?;; nv: ri,;fef:airt";gi; ﬁ]nsg spokesperson for the company said that they

are reviewing different advertising campaigns

Weight. ' so they can bring Metatrol to the public
The tablet, which has been trade named Within the next year or two Metatrol will be

Metatrol, has been tested in over 100 clinics . . : i
around the world and has scientists totally as- n:)ie;eg ;ﬁ;ﬂl:‘t‘(oare::le:h:ce?u;: ]rg S g Y\;ejare
tounded on how it makes people lose weight Eurregml onthe m:rk ot t);ec augse th ‘E ; Iu;
without changing their eating habits, without able to go mpete with us.”’ Rt bnmiia
. exeArca;a::.sn::;lg:a:;l;og&wﬁggrapc:;{;:{?r:‘e:; Metatrol is simply the most effective weight
loss product ever. Weight loss clinics will

tested Metatrol on 250 of his patients. After .
become obsolete. The company states that this
jaking Metatrot they were ericouraged to e,a Y issucha major breakthrough in the weight loss

normally. Every patient lost weight, even . : it
‘ , industry that they are being flooded with in-
those who ate junk food like cake, candyand quiries on Metatrol’s availability. Since the de-

fast food; one. person losing over 1001bs. in mand for Metatrol is so great, the company

has decided to allow Metatrol to be purchas-
ed by mail order only.
1f you would like to order Metatrol, send check
or money order to Sterling Labs, 1051 Stuyvesant
Ave:, Suite 390, Dept. D40-K, Union , NJ 07083
2-Week Supply $19.99, 4-Week Supply $36.99,
. 6-Week Supply $49.99 + $4.00 S&H Canadians
add $6.00.
If for any reason you are dissatisfied with
Metatrol, you may send back unused portion
for a full refund. Copyright 1992

. The best is'yet to.come — tests have shown .
e _ithat people ‘who are just 10 1bs; overweight
“havelost weight at the same rate aspeople who -
- are 1001bs. overweight. Unbelievable but true -
“— that’s why this tableti cons1dered by scien-
la ever invented for -
- losing wexght Researchers areamazed athow
" people who ta}e Metatrol can go on eating
unlimited portions of their favente foods and
still lose weight -
‘But thé biggest brcaklhrough is that the

.That ] because thle orthopedlst
knows there’s nothmg more

- restful than a
Futon Sofa Sleeper.
- Now with our
beautifully finished
‘hardwood sofas on
SALE i
they*ve never
been more
affordable.

3015 Knox St.
(at Central Fwy.) 526-0665

... 5000 Beltline #770
. (West of Tollway) 458-1108
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