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Undercover Teacher |
Not Much Help
In Difficult Clas
Staf/ writer George N. Allen has.just emerged from two
months aa a taacher in one of the city’s “difficult” schools—
Johst Marshall Junior High in Brooklyn. M. Allen was as-
signed to obtain a teacher’s job at the school, JHS 210, to
learn firsthand the experiences of @ teacher there, the atti-
tudes and aptitudes of the students, the day-by-day. problems
of classroom instruction. School authorities, fellow teachers
t dentity. This is the

and students knew nothing of his fri
third of a Series of ariicles.

By GEORGE N. ALLEN,
World-Telegram Staff Writer.
Copyright, . by New York World-Telegram Carp.

The training in education which I was required to
take for my New York City teaching license was of
little practical value to me in classroom 404 of John
Marshall Junior High School. .

I taught two ninth grade ad-
justment classes—slow learners
—and two eighth grade average
classes. In_all of them, I felt
handicapped - because I didn’t
know how- to teach or control
thy

em.

With the adjustment stu-
dents, it was a struggle to hold
their interest and give them ef-
fective lessons. .

* ‘In somé of my more frus-
trated” moients, I recalled a
favorite .piece of jargon I heard .
many times-at Teachers College, Columbia University,
where I studied last gummer in preparation for teach-
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<4y o o Bifd meaninpful situations i which your pupils
cask eppréss théir felt needdidyy . 7 - s-wmt
~.'This_phrase seemed fufifly to ml
tragle fome now. ~ 7 T R ovain
v “What, I.asked myself, was a meanlng}ul situdtion for
an emotlonally disturbed youngster wihio sat in his .seat
with a vacant -expression, saying nothirig, doing notliing?
And what were the “felt needs,” I wondered, of the more
promising students of my ¢lasses. T simply didn't know.
- Three Courses. .
T searclied my mind andlooked over the hotes I niad
accymylated during the six-week suminer” e¢asion at Teich:
ers:College, I found nothing to help me handle thé'adjust:
ment studerits and Little of ‘use in teaching the two-nomal
clas! - -
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‘The- three education courses-T studled were: History of
Continued on Page Two
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