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ks with Norty the bartender
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Thenithere whs the saga df rhe whlsky sour; 1
Nmty was hifing behind thc back bgr one |
night When Wil iam Rec ktenwald, BGA chief

7 —

3 [ " investi;;ator, fef¢hed him. ‘{Thi$ guy wants 4
18k Copyright 1978 The d’“"g’ Suf' Times, whisky sour,” [Recktenwald| said. “I told the. i
| Sun-Times reporter £gy N. Smith —| Norty + guy you're ouk|professional hartender and
|| | the barte e days leatning you'll make it fior him.” )

I | the mixo
tenders .

Now it his: skills, He
| | knew the tricks of the [tyade. He knew how to
/| | mix more than 85 drinks. ‘And he remem-
Il | bered the parting words jof ong of the ixF,s.t uc-

ofes§ion 1 Bar- : “Sure thing,

customer.

Norty $aid, smiling at the 4

¢hind the back|bar agdm’ to
recipe bogk. [There i was \
mix, Y, jigger bar s rup,

ice and
et
pdur-
he re-

i

tors: “‘Good.test, Norton, You won’t‘1 ha
|| | problems.” g ;
'l |But Norty hadn’t'led w difficlt
to tend bar in the real| v .LHe woul 11
that the hard way at the{Mira |
1t is a |story of shatte
" || | beer and cocktails that| werd always |a i
prise —the story of Norfy’s life behind bars.
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a
e
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repjz
mg edipnts mto a gla

ied glgssware spi led

. Jinto the shj
~lingredierits.| Hej lost control |of the whisky 1l = . ¢
bottle ang ppurgd on the coynter. He W1ped it 1 Cog
L N L N
B He then put tHe metal top ¢n|the Shcﬂ%(‘r and - ;
-1 Ishook. {Thé |top |was on loode |qnd the drink [t
. NLrted out l‘fle jammed (hé fop op hard aqd I
sh :

The yqung woman Had taken a few sip
: her V.0, and ginger ale| when she screamed.
; he alsojmade a face (— the kind of face you
||| would make if somebddy, sayl, sprinkled saw:
lust on your tongue. : i

“Something the majter?” iNorty ,ais}ed,
o odt

| Jooking yip from achaos ssware| and a
bottle of olives he had |just spififed. i .
“That |last drink you jserved me! It Harl a-
| ad of gum in it this big!” . L
bl The gum was no longér in tl)) drink.|Anoth-.
ii| er Mirage customer, %ing to be helpful,
had fishiéd it out and thrpwn'if 'on the flpor

“Wad bf gum?” Noity s&id, " v eph ‘ L hE
i ? . - .
ovuaie - \Different, but

“Who'd do a thing li
What a bastard! God, i g v
O,f the Mirage. Norty the bar!ender‘ (lower right) was not iat his best mixing dArinks su
p't in the glass sling or the Bahama mama, especially on a busy night. So he develdp

Norty japologized on |
He was positive 'the gur
f i ‘ Drink recipe: a jigger of something dolored, a'jigger of something elke

k again| ; ’ 1o

W !lt wds tifne to $train | drmk — this | ' i ’ !
|sho ld e ddne friumphantly| -+ fintd a waxt!ngl i s
‘glass. | uf he khaker| wouldn’ come apart.’
Norty wg,ted it{ banged it,; squeezed it, put it 1

under the hat-whiter tap. He|and Recktenwald
each gnabbed alend and pijlled. Np deal.| |
.“So0_|you're the prbfc bional barfedeej,
huh"" I;he smilihg cusfoméy| sdi :
Norty| put down the shaké a,d stared
“OK, I'll blend it then,” [He gaidl Nort)
out the!electriq blender. He spilled ev
redientas he poured|the new,jdripk: |

h'as the Singag

d g Mirage Fa1cy‘ ;
%e and allot |

when he|mixed the drink.’
Almost positive, any

;‘ A K ‘ i of gm “This. Singapore sling is, uh; different,”|a customer said. “But g 'qd.” T oment mofe, ! he said. \

; hd . L T | i | . [Norty 'puf the top| on|lhe blende ! Lf K
L The tippler wanted |a|flamitg dtink forl his  &irl friend, who was not, lmpreSSEd - lloosé cigaret butts, spilled popcprn.|i Nouty| | pressed the| high-speed mjx button. Nothfrlg ! ‘I
| || girl friend. It was her|bjrthday. ~ “Voila,’ he said. . wasn’t even bothering| to stand up straight! . | happened. He firessed all {hie- buttons, one by | 1 "}
|, |l Vsurelthing,” Norty spid. o o e .+ [any more. His shoulders, back, {kneps and | one. Just nothing at all.. _ ERYE l@“ '
\ ‘ Norty 'knew the re¢ipe. Take a shot glass One thing you could say about Norty as a legs throbbed. His eyes OUIi bargly fgeus.| | |- : & o o phod b
Fill 1t three-quarters vluth peppermint “bartender: He fell down a lot. He started by - He looked down gt his shoes. |Th were :

soaked, to the socks, lin | : the top'off the plender and jpegred into|it. He

: i
schnapps. Lace with bla berry brandy. - spilling beer all over the place for a few min- | ‘ f
ap mistakenty.s raymg anted to s¢e if something|was.jamming the : ! [ l
i
!
]
|

Touich a match to it. } i utes: Thep, when a nice-beér slick was built Norty noticed he y
Ten minutes later, séqond » up, he would slip leTﬂy and go headlong 7-Up into the Tom Cq

Then|Nortly rhade hjs. big m{‘take. Hel took| !
" v

llms dri i&s But the cys- | .
swallowed several made Kechanism.

tomer had already “Here » R c‘ienv)a ds
) ‘

matchbeok He had differ- ~ under the bar. _ aifl. ‘fyol gotla plug Eo
enf shot. glasses. No es; an The tipplers only smiled. They had watched “}?‘t way and seeme it in right.” || || L L g
inyestigator for the B t Assn., Norty try to slice limes. They had Watched with th? new recipe.| | Recklenw hid ‘who‘ had woticed Norty's 1' .
S hemeg now. So s lined him break five cocktalil glasses at dnce: It - He finally developed ‘a _ \B€ | new ppsturd, flugged the plefider in dxactly ||
 iplalong the bar. g i seemed only natural that he would gp head- * |Fancy Drink recipe Wi guys Who or- " yope ﬁt eruptad. like Krakdtal. | | .
“Try bourbon,” -one sgid. ‘.Dat 11 buxn,” ‘long under the bar before he was through. - dered Singapore slings; and 'B: -/ma] s | Norty, doesnlt| renmiember| what | he s
orty. finally went of lin & corner and held And you think bartending is'a cushy job? on a busy night. Pour in a jigger : Jhist then. A\ bgn towel was| of. ered.to hin
a match to the drink|until it] bhstered his fin- . Norty worked with. three other ba; tenders ‘ colored and another J ' sbon as he regained his balhnce. He appli
* gelr. Then another match and another, About one night for six straight; { hours serving a  |colored. Then add sp to his| ’ 'ce and (neck. The lcu ronf er w

)iils.. He was not gpod at: ng
i | T |

[ .
|

Istrain d what wag left f#zhe

: t” onef'

h

h fint lbrting' glass| | Hg spilled| |
. srame,'d THen he ‘bumped thf ass

blue flame across nk’s surface. |You It was 2.a.m, when the-last cuLtomers RiNa %} ik
d ing is, uh, di
%N gopd.”. | .

to look real closel, Hut there it was moved out. The bar and tables- were solid “This Singapore s
m 0 USh tax-fr Ud r
| . : o
Pagel

a dozen matches later ‘thert was a glimmer  packed house of from 75 to 100. won’| know_»what hitjhi
! thle dri
orty ‘delivered tHe {drin to the tippler’s with' dirty glasses st}raws fitled a§htravs - lcustomer saiid-. “But,

*“the bar railiig as he offered it: ¢ {the cy
er, spijling it R
“T} %nk you|” the customer sald.
( clcome,” Norry id. -
i
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anyone coming o my  nat peach on gne anothers accounts, |

3th Ward he has “¢ 7
it ’ms bedomes an most - explicit statement 6( the "policy. w ‘

ffice seekln' % 'fob |

I P , ‘ et
j C ntimied from D 1ejmt:ielrrassmlem Iwill.be the fxrst to ask or| b Rn;?ger:zm\lg i!l\,:?d‘l;a,%??erator §
. .bf thing goes on or 4t [least suspected it. But is dismissal.” - ; |- n 0., | : h k v
1. & u Lfveg documented lta It! hasp been a very Madigan said that pubhc employes ho feell - |- 1t I came in herg and yop had d S | C! ‘
bood series.” ; [ N they have to supplement their salar es with ||~ | ness iR this locat‘;m or the jprior oy | e
it ! |sh ) h ffice 1 A boy.  bribes “should resign.” - 1 "done business in! this locatjon with h ne‘
| . | [Shapjro, contacted 4t his office in) Amboy, Meanwhile, a spokesmasi for Atty. Gen.| companies, then I couldn’t deal with i >
| lalso supported formation of an Investigative s » B SO nis offics was. I | | like Apex, Melody, [Swingtihe or Lin he victin
- icbmmission. “Something very definitely has ~ William J. Scott saidhis .office Was -/ ype machines in here . . . lwell, we afe| employes
g be tﬁme » he said. :“Ii am really delighted vestigating whether at least seven fJukebox|| | agresment with some of the . We ¢ir been forge
F see the Democrai leadership tal’e ajrole . vendors mentioned In the Mirage serjes may . | Into them and they don’t cut | to US
‘ {l his. If nothi # d ople ¢ uld be have violated a 1971 ‘Circuit” Court coqsent de-' | Melogy Music po 3809 W. | rand nd !
Lt 1s nothing Wtk dong, peop Q - cree. 1In that decree, they agreed not' to al Swingtime Musi¢ |Co., 1914 Dx iston} - | ' ‘ -
| H
" |pretty hxsgusted," ! “cate customer$ or to divide the city Hto’“t . among those named by Ruzm‘ka, we e mc1udf a ifnes would li l i ear Bsp !
.|At their press confe eqce Hynes and Madi- ritories” for a’ perlod of 10 years The decree | | €d'In the group thf\t signed |the c sefnt, dg:e _‘; pes, dates, a . plé ﬂe}s\ N?
gan both objected to & question implying that also barred them from usmg threat pr- €0 | | cree. Others that s1gned th qree\ nd w§re : rest in ggfr sdries o‘l‘in znt‘
the : Cpok -County atic organization - ercion .to prevent’ competitors from ' winn ng mentioned in the series wereti | || | X era:e Sggk eve o month,
ondoned the sort o ‘orruptlon uncn}vered at new accounts. ‘ ; Dial Amusement Co.,| 415 N CnceL Acme: set ﬁp d|special edowr Hot Line
the Mirage.: ik The Mirage was told by Jukebox and g Fau use-. | 0 \?v?ll | oot , ‘ur‘
Madigan sald tha{ gs. q:onc mltteean of the . niachine vendors | that, they generally woyld 5 c Co., . P ber 15}32
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