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in"one of my-ninth-grade-a
heads’ bent -over:their ot books, .

vised by’ my . expi
leaguies, That way, they Had told
mé, I could see what was going:on’
in, the back of the rcom and un-
demeath désks. e
- As I walked, I watched Jo-
—sephine—{that’s—not—her—name
from the corner of my eye. She
wag squirming in her seat, sigh-
ingloudly, shuffling her feet, pol
hig the girl in front of her.
perience had taught me that &l
was s sore spot of defiatice and rest]e,
ertipt at any time into an ougb
classmate near,hqr.
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War of Nerve|

. 8tay} writer George N. Allen spent -two montha as af
I5~Joltn Marshall



Morale Lowered by Pupils' War of Nerves
(Continued From Page One) . 5 ~ S - - o =
Dbeen written_on. She crumpled them. into separate wads-and . : i N £ E
threw them on the floor. - e - B -
“This {8 a classroom, not a pig sty,” I said sarcastically.
“You may do that at home, but you can't do it here.”” .-
She looked at me with a.hurt expression. “I don‘tdo that
at home,” she declared heatedly. .

ij et T
ordered. Reluctantly, slowly, she picked them-up and put
them on her desk. “Put them in the basket,” lﬁ;der'edfagain.

“I'll put them in the basket in a few minutes,” was her.
reply. - - .

‘I Mean Now.

“ told 'you fo put them in the basket right now. -And I
mean right now,” I said. - )
Josephine gave me a long, hard stare. Then, figuring she’s
had gone t:ér enough, sldv‘;ly got up from Her seat, walked tto
the front of the room and dropped the papers in-tlie basket. p . »
She returned to her seat. I waited for her to begin: writing. special training or’equipmént,
She picked up her book and again hegan flipping pages. - cated by the, abi Scomposit
She stopped, carefully put her comb in her pocketbook; placed full period trying writés “M:
her mirror betiveen'the pages of a textbooK. Theh dhe re- movies for ng - 5 p
sumed flipping. ) . B B
At long ‘last, she bégan to write. T walked back to-the g
front of the room, doing my best to mask my exasperation. ' .
‘ Day After Day. T
Situations like this occur day after day In €véry adjust
ment class. They wore me down. Other teachers told me that
this type of recalcitrant, insolent pupil wore them down,’ too.
1 learned from my teaching colleagues that in self-défense
many had developed a “who-cares” attitude. These tdachers
let girls like Josephine alone. They would let her sleep or ‘
comb her hair, 3s long as she was reagonably quiet. That she 4
wasn't learning anything, these teacher's felf, was the responsi-
bility of higher education officials, not the classraom. teacher.
More sensitive teachers after run-ns with Joséphine and
her friends leave our schools to “go where they, can. teach.”
Others just despair and quit teaching altogether. - - -
T recall vividly walking intp a deserted classroom:during
the lunch period one day. The teacher, a.new orie, was
slumped despondently in his chair.
“Hello,” I greeted him. “I haven't seen you-in the teach.. .
ers’ lunchroom. Where do you eat?” - .- —-
Just Can’t Eat.
“I don't eat lunch,” he said wearily. “After battling with
these toughs all morning I just can’t eat. I have to go home
to relax and get back to normal before I can eat anything.”
This distraught man typifies the beaten teacher at John
Marshall Junior High who is unable to cope with the toughs.
There were many like him who finished each school day feel- |
ing weary, frustrated, angry..Other teachers, the harder
ones, adapted to the situation. They learned to conserve them-
selves by merely going through the motions of teaching the ?
dlfficult classes, T <
I recall one of these hardier teachers advising-a new
teacher who was having ditficulty. controlling his: tough’
classes: o
“Don't bother trying to control the tr ) y.* Send
them to the assistant principals,” After all, it's their school.”
Starts Day With a Scowl, - .
A new teacher, who also had been handed adjustment
classes, accompanied me down the street aftér school one day:
He had been disczfssing whether he would continue teaching
beyond the end of the current term. Suddenly he burst out
in exasperation: L N 5
*“I hate to go.into that clagsradm In thie morning.:+As soon
as the first students come through the door my 'face freezes
into a scowl. Right away I have to start growling and shout-
{ing, 'Sit down! Keep quiet! Take oft -your coat! Get. into.
your owh seat! Open your book!—Spit-out-the-gum!*-I:havet 1
to go through this routine over and over again all' day Tong." - pils behavéd as if L.were invading thelr privacy, - Th
Gum chewing is a favorite symbol of defiance In-the dif-' thelr chewing gum-in the morhing was enough to-p
ficult class—and a constant source of irritatton for the teach-: ofthe, diffic t"studenfs In-a bad temper fo est of the
er. At first I did .not realize this;-But<in-a“few-days I'noted N v -
that entire olasses. were chewing simultaneously, ; pite m‘dl lorst'h i ugh d ° ﬁ; ﬁ\pc
ooked ‘an N {e a 7 mpossible conditions they have {0 face, many. sincepq teachers
Many times my classroom looked ‘and sounded like a zoo, D 210 vy 10 4o iets best with thete difficul “_ﬂ'_‘ ¢ ex

“Don’t glve your:1
Y able to read the

[IBrooklyn's problem schools has|$100 million In its school bulld:| T
Ifexpressed interest in his find-ling. program—into the cost of been - Investigating. the” school
“lings. Mr. Allen 18 cooperating[textbooks and other clessroom board's adminiatrative. macitn.
-|{with this grand jury. supplies. . - ery--with - -emphasis “on - the
Five other investigations| Mr. Gerosa's charges sparked|bullding program-—since: last]
are now under way into. the|two other probes of bullding|SPYing. = -
operations of the board. \aste and extravagance, These| Yesteiday, Clty' Councll
Expanding Inquiry. are belng conducted by the|President Abe Stark called for
Comptroller ~ Lawrence E.[State i ‘Commis:|a City Council investigation to
{|Gerosa is” expanding his in-[sion and State Education Com- whether " thie - pro-|
U quiry—which produced sensa.|missioner James E, Allen Jz.posed $500 million exempt-bord|
“ltional charges that the school| In addition, Clty Administra.|issie for future school co
*lboard has wasted more (hanltor Charles. F. Preusse has steuction 1s necessary,, -
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