Fred Crocker, wearing a
suit of whites and with
a belly chain secured to his

waist. stepped out of a_

sheriff's . van last week and
walked into the recesses of
Vacaville Medical Facility.
A fat youngster. who ad-
mitted he had been imper-
" sonating the ambassador of
snother country, Fred was
arrested in a northern county

term

in the pemtenuarv

“might help him.’

The deputy who brought
_Fred in was given a bod\
receipt” as he turned him
over to a correctional officer.

Once inside the pea-green
walls —and virtuaily all Cal-
ifornia penal installations
feature green, among the va-
riety of pastels to be seen —
Fred went through a routine
not unlike that of a recruit

—_—gn charges of forgery after being inducted into the mili-

he tried to hang abonus $200
personal check un a Jaded
bartender.

Crou\ers case \\35 re!a- -

Ta

instaliations Fred will serve
his time.

But in the interim, Fred-
dy’s past and his psyche will
both be peeled like a tanger-

ine. .
A $20 million facility which

_is a complex of concrete celi-

blocks, Vacaville is the De-
partment of Correction's
main mental institution.

In additionforeceiving
more than 4200 convicted fel-

tary. —onsfor-initialevaluation Jast
s h year, the plant also proc-

earc essed hundreds of parole vi-

Following a skin search olators and men committed
{ears., mouth, armpits, for 90 days observation by

rectum and toes are all ex-

e t:l fare—at—Vv 'q 3
where felons from 47 of Cal\-
fornia’s 58 counties are first
sent (the rest go to Chino,
outside Los Angeles!. in that
he has never been to the pen-
itentiary before.

~ 7 He did have a long record

of juvenile offenses and it
was on this basis that the
judge decided that perhaps a

amrinedy he was given a
shower. was fingerprinted,
and started answering the
battery of questions that
would continue during his
six-week stay at Vacaville.
Ultimately, a committee of
medical types and correc-
tional officials will decide in
which of the more than one
dozen of California’s penal

various superior courts to de-
termine

Therapy

At the ad]acent medical fa-
cility, which is at the far end
of the Reception-Guidance
Center where Fred and some
600 other new arrivals were
being processed last week,
about 950 prisoners with seri-

if thev are fit to
stand frial. -

ous mental probiems are

confined.

Some live in individuat
cells: about 600 are involved
in various therapy groups.

In the three flooTs of
“S8-Wing” are the most dis-
turbed. Some are little better
than vegetables; others. un-
der heavy doses of tranquiliz-
ers, are given occupational
therapy —repairing bicycles
and the like —with the hope
that eventually they can be

" transfefred " toone “of “the

“normal institutes” housing

" California’s some 24,000 in-
mates.

Evaluate

During the six weeks the _

average new inmate spends
at Vacaville, Fred will be un-
der the ultimafe supervision
of Robert Thompson, who
runs the Reception-Guidance
Center.

“The new arrivals spend
up to tendays in a maximum
security setting while we
evaluate them,” said Thomp-

__the busine:

son, a 19-year veteran of the

" California correctional scene.

Thompson and the battery
of psychiatrists and psychol-
ogists at the facility will keep
Fred on ice while they deter-
mine if he is viglent; if other
inmates may want to hurtor
kill him because of possible
previous transgressions.

Out
Unless Fred is what one of-
ficer called *a problem
child” he’ll be let out with

-the general inmate popula-
stlon, into one of the 150-men

wings in the facility. Each of
these wings has three tiers of
cells, 50 cells to the tier.
While the State goes about
of. re-weighing

Vacaville, the First Stop

about 75 cents per day. The
food greatly resembles that
which is served in military
facilities. X
While Fred moves from in-
terview to interview, a bat-
tery of letters go out torela-
tives, police officials, former
employers, the FBI, and
even the county jailer who
watched him for an average

of six months while he await-

ed trial.

Pointed

Some of the questions are
routine and some are point-
ed. *

“Was this man a good mix-
er?” his ex-jailer is asked”

“Does_this man seem

tude toward school work®" is
asked of his [mmm schaol
principal.

Dossier

All of the responsesto
these quesiions - plus the
resuit of a psychiatric work-
up and asbattery of psycho-
logical tests — ultimately go
into a thick dossier.

Called a “Cumulative Case
Summary” by the State and
part of the man’s total insti-
tutional file which is called
“the jacket” by inmates, this
yellow-colored dossier will
follow Fred for the rest of his
life.

1t includes everything from
alll of his prior arrests to his

Fred —he was weighed on
the Outside and found wani-
ing — he can buy Eldridge
Cleaver’s “Soul on Ice” from
the inmate canteen, among
other books.

He can have vmls "can

“purchase a,nyth.ln“ from ra-

zor blades to shower shoes.
and will be fed at a cost of

ashamed of himself for hav-
ing committed anoffense
against society?” is the print-
ed question put to the deputy
who unlocked his belly
chains.

~Do you plan divorce?” is
the query put to his wife
(many respond ‘yes’s and
“What was the subject’s atti-

father’s tion. It will
record a prects of why Fred
in his own words, committed
his crime.
1t will include everything,
in fact. except whether or not
Fred will ever get into irou-
ble again after he is eventu-
ally paroled.
—CHARLES HOWE



