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get into communication with the different ports of the world from whicls they
had sailed, you could not nscertein that fact with any degree of certalnty.
They have reportg all the time about great numbers ~oming. I had reports
this morning. It was estimated that there would be 2,060 landed at Ellis Island
to-duy In excesx of the quotas from the different countries from which they are
coming, but that is just a rumor; but I presume there would be a good many
Iam to-day, from what T have heard.

The (‘HARMAN. \What are you going to do with themr, when we know the
quotas are full and they Keep pouring in on us, 5

Mr. Risiey. That Is a problem that is almost distracting some of the officlals.

The CHairMaN, Will you try to let us get, some time to-day or to-night or to-
morrow morning, the number arriving at Ellis Island to-day that will be in
excess of the quotas?

Mr, Ristey. Yes: I can c¢all them up by telephone.

The CHAIRMAN, Well, if we can get that list the first thing in the morning
we will not held you any further now. Mr. Risley.

Mr. Risiey. T will telegraph Boston to ascertain the status there also.

The CHAaRMAN, Well, we are very much obliged to you.

Mr. Risiey. It has hoen reported to me two or three timex that there are 54
being held there in excess queta from these oriental countries. Of course,
thoxe ave pitiful cases. They came from those reglons that are distracted by
the war, and with so many of their familles and parents massacred, that I
have been letting them in where they are mothers or wives or children com-
in ito parents, or where there Is an fmwe Hate relat’onship, and the condition
ing to purents, or where there ix an immediate relationship, and the condition
the present time, [ have been recently letting them in for 90 days, and
there are only a few of thent, but 1 felt that that was the humane thing to do,
umill it could be Hoally determined what policy could be ndopted as to sueb
people,

The CHAIRMAX, Well, T understand that you must return at ohce to your
oftice.  We are much obl’ged to you.

The committee will have to go fnto recess.  Miss Genevieve Forbex of the
Chicago Tribune is here, that wewspaper having kindly agreel to send her
in order that we inay make some Inquiry in regard to the statements that
have gone broadeast about conditions at Ell's Island and fmmigration con-
ditions generally. While T expect we will he pretty busy this afternoon In
the House, we will try to hear Miss Forbes, We can arrange to secure the
committes room of the Conunittee on Printing, in the hasement of the Capitol.
We wl adjourn now to meet nt that place at 2 o'clock.

(Whereupon nt 12 o’clock noon a recess was tuken until 2 o’clock p. m.)

AFTER RECESS,

The CHARMAN, The committee will be in order. Before we procee |l with
Miss Forbex, T will state that Miss Mallon has secured for the use of the com-
mittee the inknlgrat’on laws of Australia, with all the recent amendments and
bhax prepared a statement, as a rexult of interviews with Australians, con-
<eroling the methed of applying the illiteracy test in that comutry,

T will appoint as a subcomm’ttee to stidy the immigratlon laws of Australia
und Canada, Mr. Cable, Mr., Vafle, and Mr. Ralney. They ean .make a separate
report, digesting the same,

STATEMENT OF MISS GENEVIEVE FORBES, CHICAGO TRIBUNE,
CHICAGO, ILL.

The CHAmMAN. Now. Miss Forbes, from time to time sinee the appearance
of your articles in the Chicago Tribune and other papers members of the
conamittee have expressed a desire to hear from you in person. and a few days

_age 1 asked Miss Mallon if she thought it was possible to arrange with the
Chicago Tribune for you to come hefore the committee,

1 am zorry that Yon are here just at the time of strain in the House, which
shortens the t'me that we have to give you. ‘T'o hegin with, yon might just
stile your name for the record.

Mixx Forpes, Genevieve Mildved Forbes, 722 Sherman Avenue, Fvanston, 111,

The Crrarmax, Al your husiness?

M ss Forpes., Newspaper wiiter for the Chicago Tribune,

NiST3—u2—8ER 1-B——17
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The CHAIRMAN, How long have you been with the Chicago Tribune?

Miss Forees. Three years. .

The CHAIRMAN. Do you specialize in any line of work?

Miss Forsgs, Feature writing, mostly. :

The CaHAIRMAN, Feature writing devoted to rather sentimenial stories?

Miss Forses. Not at all.

The CHAIRMAN. You are not n sob-story writer?

Miss Forses. Not at all.

The CHAIRMAN. Have you any particular knowledge of inunigration laws?

Miss ForBes. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you know anything about them?

Miss Forbrs. No: I do not pretend to know anything definite about legislative
matters. That does not mean that I am entirely ignorant of then, but I do not
pose as an expert on such matters.

The CHAIRMAN. You were sent by the Chicago Tribune to Ireland?

Miss Foraes. Yes, -

The CHAIRMAN. To pose and return as an immigrant?

Miss Fornes. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. You are a citizen of the United States?

Miss Foxbes. Yes, sir.

The CrAIRMAN. You had to get a passport in order to return?

Miss ForBes. Yes.

The CHAmRMAN. What nume did you travel under?

Miss ForBes. Genevieve Forbes,

The CHAIRMAN. You came fn tGnder your right name?

Miss Forees. Yes. May I ndd that I left Chlcago ns nn Irish girl?

The CHAIRMAN, Yes. Well, there {s no harm fn that.

Mr. SiecerL. Did you leave Chicago with an American passport?

Miss ForBes, No. That is what I meant. I left with a British passport.

’ll‘hed(;HMBMAN. You left with a British passport, as a British alien going to
Irelan

Miss Fornes. For a visit; yes.

Mr, SisGEL, And you reiurned, making use of the same passport?

Miss Forses. Yes; with a few more necessary credentials that I got over
there; but I started out from Chicago wi h the fabrication. It was necessary.

Mr, Stecer. Now, when did you arrive in Ireland?

- Miss Forogs. I can not be exact. I arrived approximately the Sth of Septem-
ber, I think.

My, SiegerL. How long did you stay in Ireland?

Miss Forres. Perhaps two weeks.

Mpr. S1EGEL. About what date dfd you leave for the United States?

I t%itiaie( Fornes. 1 sailed on the Celtic from Queenstown October 2 or 3, October 2,
nk.
. The CHArMAN. Will you just tell us briefly your experiences in obtaining
your visé at the American consulate in Ireland?

Miss Forres. Well, that was very simple. You will remember I had a Brit-
ish passport. 1 went over to Dublin and stayed there, and stayed down in
Wexford and got my credentials fixed at the British consulate, and then I
went to the Amerlcan consul, with everything apparently fn order, inasmuch
as my British passport was correctly stamped by the British consul, and at
the American consulate I was informed of two or three other necessary regu-
lations; for Instance, vaccination; my definite third-class ticket; a formula
which I filled out, stating that I had no police record, and various other things
in order. I left my passport there for two days, I think, after which it was
returned to me. That was very simple and very easy.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you have to have Irish papers of any kind? Sinn Feln
or otherwise? :

Miss Forees. No. The majority of the girls did have 8inn Fein, but I took
care that I went from town to town. Wexford was my supposed birthplace,
but I was there for four or five days, I had to have letters from the parish
priest. Not being a Catholic and not caring to do tHat—I thought it was a
little sacrileglous’to do that--I got letters from other people. That is, rather,
1 used the names of ministers whom I knew of my own faith, which is the
Church of England, and they did not look into that. I had letters also from
my supposed employers in Evanston—a serfes of letters which I had taken
from this country.

The CHARMAN. Did you have to have a Sinn Fein permit?
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Miss Forses. No, sir; I did not.

The CuAmMAN. So, if you stated that the girls In the party had to have
those, it did not include yourself?

Miss Forpes. No; it was typlecal, however,

The CHAIRMAN, These storles you have written were stories of your expe-
riences or the experiences of other girls?

Miss Forses. I went over my experience very definitely myself, the things
that happened to me, and in every case when I said “ I, X was talking abaut
myself, which definitely happened, with the exception of two or three times.
One time that I remember is that I went through Ellis Island and got out at
a certain time. The majority of the girls who were my most intimate friends,
who came from Ireland, were kept there for another day. That was the only
time that I put myself in with them. That is the only possible inaccuracy.

May I say also that the experlence which happened to others were, I think,
worse. That is, I was not feminine; I am a woman newspaper writer; 1 was
not hysterical; I was not feminine, and I think I was the most calm and cer-
uun;ly the most unhysterical in my actions of any of the girls whom I was
with,

The CuHAlRMAN. Now, shall we pass by her coming out of Ireland?

Mr. Sixcer, Don't you want some information as to what occurred on board
ship, brietly? .

The CHAIRMAN, Well, yes. 1 doubt if ber experience was different from that
of the average immigrant,

Miss ornes, I have just one statement to make, perhaps. I do not think it is
maide smugly at all; we pay between $80 and $90 for third-class passage. I
was onh the steamer Cellic. The second-class passenger rates were increased
very definitely lately, because many husbands refused to let their wives and
children come over third cluss and come through the fsland, and therefore they
saved up money enough to send them second class. As a result, the Celtic had
takterxtne over most of its third-class quarters and made them into second-class
quarters.

We paid $90, and we were not charity passengers, yet we could be bossed
around by any steward or any stoker; we could be kept out of the lavatories for
an hour or two hours in the morning, at the discretion or whim of any steward
or any stoker, which 1 think was a very consistent complaint made by many
of the people on hoard ship.

The GCHAIRMAN. You were traveling third class.

‘Miss ForBES. Yes,

The CHAIRMAN, And you paid how much?

Miss Forpes, $78 plus the $10.

Mr. SieGerL. Which was for the visé?

Miss ForBes. No; the head tux.

Mr. Sixcer. The head tax on arrival; $8, do you mean?

Miss Forees. Yes; whatever it was. .

The CHamMAN. Now, what was it that you sald a moment ago?

{The 1ast statement of Miss Forbes was read by the reporter.)

The CHAIRMAN. What did you mean by “ charity passengers™?

Miss Foroes. Just a figure of speech, I suppose. We were treated as though
they were doing us a favor to bring us over.

The CHAIRMAN. You do not mean to infer that there were any charity pas-
sengers on the ship?

Miss Forses. No, sir.

'The CHAIRMAN. All right, That is what 1 wanted to get. Now, go ahead,
please.

Mr. SteceEL. Now, was there any real trouble on board ship before renching
Ellis Island, except those that you described a moment ago, such as not getting
the use of the bath facilities?

Miss Foeurs. There were no bathtug facilities. When I say “none.” there
}v?e'? eight washstands, and there was no possible chance of taking a bath, abso-
utely none,

Mr, Siecer. How many were there in the steerage?

Miss Forpes. There were 580. There were 8 benches, each one of which
accommodated 8 people; in other words, G4 seats on that rear poop deck.

Mr. S1poeEL. Was there not any other pluce where you could be seated?

Miss Fores. After 7.30 o’clock at night, from 7.30 until 9.30, the dining room
Was available: yes,

Mr, S1egrr. What about all day long?
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Mixs Forurs, During the day. In the morning when they wete getting renly
for the ship's fuxpection, woe were out on thix deck. It rained three days, Thers
were two smatl it losures with a voof over them. accowmoduting, if we stood
up closely together, perhnps 30 ¢y 40 We could hover n theve, There were
these benches that we could drag §n, too, The rest of ux =at in guarters: a
great many of the continentalx tald down on thelr bagezage in the hold. Many
others dld not ¢are to do that.

From 9 to 1030 or 11 or senetimes 12 we were kept out of these lavatories
and kept out of our cabin rooms.  The reason wan they were getting ready for -
ship’s nspectlon. It was not always made plain, und it was not always neces-
sary that that should be done.

The Cuarman. DI the people in the steerage speak various languages?

Miss Forues, Yes. There was an interpreter who bad been hired to interpret
but who got very incensed when anyone asked him anything, o much so that
the tust night, when n Western Union man came on, =0 that we might send
telegrains to the relatives wha had to claim us at Ellis Island, the interpreter
was s exciteld when he was asked any quention that one man, a Jew sh mun
who had no officiul charge of his racial group, had to take charge of them and
wee that they sent telegrams, Several other girls did not send any,

The CHAmRMAN. Wag not the excitement a little bit mutual?

Mixs Forses, Well, the ofiicial interpreter had ne reason for excitenwenat.

The CHARMAN. It wus evervday work for him?

Miss Fories. 1 should think =o.

The CuHARMAN, Were thexe lavatoriex closed in order that they might be
cleaned?

Miss Fornes. Yes.

The CHArMAN. Were they inclined to get very dirty?

Miss Foraes, Yes; but that was the fault of the minority of the passengers,
who were very dirty. The majority were not so at all. Some few minority
were enough to make them very unpleasant. This was not the ship's fauit
at all.

"l‘lw (‘;ﬁ.\mu.\.\'. The same thing applied at Ellix Island when you got there,
didn't it

Miss Foruks. Ellis Island was exceedingly clean in most cases.

The CHARMAN. Well, now, you arrived at quarantine. What happened next?

Misx Forugs., In telling of quarantine, may I go on the hypothesis that 1 was
not o poor-class feminine hysterical person? 1 war reassuring the people with
whom 1 was. In presenting this to you it may not seem ut all definite. It may nn
geeid anything about which to complain unless you get yourself into the atti-
tude fn which we were—of absolute dumb terror—which may not mean very
much to yon nntil you are in that condition. We were told absolutely nothing.
Simply waiting around, not knowing what was going to happen. -

We got up early Monduy morning—about § o'clock. The women amd children
were put down on our regular deck. The men were put up on the second deck.
The men hnd no inclosure of any sort. It was early morning. It was cold.
There was a chilly wind. The men stond there, We got very worried. In fact,
with great difticulty dil we not see them as they formed in line and were
steipped to the waist, and sometimes more, for thelr examinations,

We were lined up, as I say, on this first deck, down a narrow corridor. semt-
inclosedd. with one screen on the left slde. On the right was a swinging dvor,
leading down to the place in which were the men. They did not come out,
but as the door would go back and forth you could see the men and they could
see you. The stewards were lined up all about us, stewards who tokl con-
tinually that they would be there, and they would be behind the screens, aid
they would hold the screens, andl they would look, and they would like to se¢
who would keep them away. They would know exactly what happened to us.
Finally two stewards went to the front of the boat and got up this large search-
Yight. which they riggzed up at the end of the passage for the two women who
were to examine us. say¥ing to us what this searchlight was going to be used
for—* You will have to pass there”—and all the time gleefully and lowlly
telling us that they would bhe there and see what was going on. They were
not United Ntated officials. They were the stewards on this steamship—some
18 of thent.

We started down on passage, this firat narrow passage, just herded in, and
twe hospital nssistants on the ship came along. * Well, if you don't hurry, 1
will have to hit you. Hurty up. Get in line there.” Some one snggested that
the women who were carrying children might be allowed to go first but that
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was disrearded as heing foolish. We got around the coriter. You go down
this line. We are right ut the comer, amd there Is a wonuin heve, ‘There
are stewards all around. We look up at this ungle here and across the little
hold, up to the secomd deck, where these men ave heing examined, where we
can see them with their backs stripped; where, after they are exained,. they
go sround this Httle navrow place and come down biack of us, so that we can
either see them or, as they coue aroumd putting on their clothes, they look
down on us, We come around this corner there, and there Is this searchiight—
about there—and these two women.

Mr. Stecer. You mean at a distance of about 50 feet?

Mixs Fornes. Why, 1 think so. It might be more. [ cun easily believe that
it wag more. It is very narrow. \We were intengely crowded. pmcked right
in. As we turn this corner, we are absolutely exposed to these stewards and
these men, and the order comes to strip to the waist. Nome few of us wanited to
wait until we rounded this corner. The stewards kept up thix continual tire
of revelry nnd jest. * Well. we ure going to be there. We would like to see
whe can keep us away.,” They werve there, osteusihly, to keep order. We
protest perhaps, not by saying anything, becnuse you are probahly afrubl, nhso-
lutely, to say anything.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, did you protest in any wuy ¥

Miss Forues. Not verbually; no. We just stund there for a moment or two,
and these two ussistants to these wonten come along und hit us over the shoul-
der, and tell us to * Get oft your clothes at once.”

Mr. SikGEL. Men or women?

Miss Fornks, The two assistuants to the women ave woien, o the examina-
tion It was white women examining the women., So. as we turn this corner
we tnke off onr clothes. \We are packed tn so tight that there is the very
nauseating odor of the Hexh, Our shoulders touch otbhers’ shoulders. We
are mixed right up, right ip one mwass, We have our clothey in our hund,
Two or three women faint. The children are crying; the children ire be-
coming naugeated., Middle-aged wonten are crying au little bit. \We pass down
there. As I say, these stewardg are still there, amd these men still looking,
and we finally get to these two women who give us an exmunination. 1 know
nothing about medicine amd I kusw nothing about nursing, but it would seein
to me that it was a rather perfunctory examination,

But may I interject a moment to say that on the steamship itself we had
examinationy for cleanliness and for disease, conducted by a doctor ami two
nurses on the boat—the doctor in strict privacy in the hospitul reowm, with an
adjoining room. The doctor there, with more minute detail sind cavefulness
and with much less humiliation, und I would say muclk greater uweeuracy,
examined the passengers. The same hospital and rooms are now available,
but they are not used.

The CHairMAaN. But you could nut examine 3500 steerige pussengers at
quarantine in uny tiwe that you wonld want to hold tie hoat without ereating
these other distresses by delaying the hmmigrants,

Mixx Fornis. Muy I just answer that by =aying that the wmedical examina-
tions was not. to say the least, eareful.

My, Niecer. This examination that you arve referring te is nog the ottteinl
examination of the United Ntates Governwent, is ity

Mixs Founes. Well. it 1s the quarantine exmnination,

The Crakman, The private examination is the ship's examination?

Mixs Forres. Yes,

The CHAIRMAN. And o report of that Is made. That ix the only way the
Pederal Governitent has of Knowing of certain dizenxes, i by the report of
the ship's doctor.  Now, you were going to stute afiout the half-stripped exam-
ination, )

Mixs Forues, Which could have been conducted certainly in these two avail-
able rooms.

The CHAamgMaN, What was the examination that you got?

Miss Forues. Oh, ours wax shmply with the searchliht.  ‘The senvehitight
wits put up to us and down our backs und around our hadies to the waist, aud
in our hair, to look for skin disxenxes, and between our fingers, and also tv soe
the condition of our hair,

The CHAIRMAN, They were looking for those particular discases that could
be transmitted by the international {nmligrant?

Miss Forbes. Yes,

The CHAIRMAN. Secalp diseases, ringworm, and such things?
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Miss Fonnes., Yes.

The CrAarMAN. How long did that examination of you take?

Miss Fornes, About & half a minute.

The CHAIRMAN. Did they turn back your eyelid?

Miss Forues. That was done at Eills Isiand. I do not know. I can not
vecall, I realize that it is very difficult to have adequate cleanliness on the
ship, because some very small minority were very bad. At the sume thue
there were on board two or three men who cuie to my notice, and two or three
girls, whose standard of cleanliness, when they got on the boat at Queenstown,
was ae high as yours or mine, who, because of inandequate cleaning facllities or
something, when they got off the boat, their halr or skin or something was
wrong, and they were in the temporarily disqualified class, which greatly pro-
voked them, indeed.

‘Then, as we passed before these two women in our examination, we were
thrown out on an entirely open deck. Here our protests were verbal and not
simply reluctance to move. This one woman would take you and push you
out on this absolutely open deck, where there were men around, with our
clothes in our hands. It was a thing that one girl alone would not have
done. Belng in crowds you protected yourself perhaps when you were pushed,
or when you were protesting, when you were pushed again and velled at anl
told to get out, you did get out,

The CHAIRMAN. Your individunlity was lost in the crowd?

Miss Forngs. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, then what?

Miss Forses. Well, then, we went up and consulted the United States Gov-
ernment authorities und were counted.

The CHAIRMAN. Then what?

Mr. SIEGEL. Now, just a second. Wasn’t this medical examination on board
ship made by some representative of the Government?

Miss FoRRes, Oh, yes.

Mr. S1ecer. By the Public Health Service.

Miss Fornes. Oh, yes; at the guarantine statlon two women, whose status
I do not know—the rumor among the intelligent people in the steerage, and
there were many of them, was that these two women had no medical or
nursing training. 1 do not make that statement, however, because I do not
know. They said they were simply civil-service employees, with absolutely no
training in medicine or nursing, although they were passing upon us. I do
not make that statement myself, because I do not know.

The CHAIRMAN. Did they wear badges?

Miss Forags. No,

The CrasrmaN. Did they have anything Indiecating the badge of the Public
Health Service?

Miss Fornes, No; not visible,

The CHAIRMAN. Not on the caps?

Miss Foraes. They did not have on caps.

The Cuamman. Do you think they were Federnl employees?

Miss Fornes. I say the constant rumor was that they were.

The CHAIRMAN. Wasn't it possible to find out?

Miss Forpes., Well, you must remnember that when I fall down on accuracy,
it was because 1 was acting this part, and I could not demand information.
From the rumor that I beard T would say that they were. I know (his very
definitely, that these two women, if they did not clrculate the rumor, they
certainly gave eredence to the rumor that tips would be very much appreciated.

The CuamMAN. How do you menn they gave credence to it%

Miss Forres, Well, the little girls who had very little money—some stewardess
would say, “If you give these two women money, it will dighten the exam-
fnation.” I krow that in the group I was I was practically the only girl who
did not tip those (wo women, and T kitow those women took money averaging
from 26 cents to $1.50 from girls who had not more than $5 in their pockets,

The CHAgMAN. Those were the women that you think were Feaderal em-
ployees? .

Miss Fornrs., Yek.

The Cr1atrMAN. Why didn't you test that out by giving n tip?

Miss Forars. I did not know anything about the tipping until afterwards.

The CHAWMAN. So the Intimation from the stewardess did not reach you?

Miss Fornes. It did not come to me. It was not definitely said.
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The CuAsMAN. Do you say or don't you say that the stewardess told these
- girls that it they gave tips it would lighten the examination?

Miss Forurs, I say distinctly that the stewardess told some of the girls, and
afterwards I tatked to some of the givls, and exch gicl gave a tip, which was
aceepted,

Mr. Carie. Did you hear her tell some of the girls?

Miss Foraes. No.

Mr. Came. All you know is what somebody told you?

Miss IForues, T was In the cabin with these girls, aund 1 know that four girls
in the cubin gave her ioney.

Mr. Canre. The girls told you?

Miss Forues, Yes,

Mr. Canik. That Is where you got your informatlon?

Miss Forpes. Yes, '

Mr, Cante, Do you state that this money was given to these two purticular
wonen who naule the physieal examination on hoard this ship Celtic?
© Miss Forsrs, I do.

Mr. Sikcer. Have you the nnmes of any of the girvls who accompanied you,
or who were i the eabin with you?

Miss Forbes. Yes,

Mr. Strcer. I you will Just let us have their names and addresses, plense,

Mixs Forsks., Joan Ashe, 31 Berman Street, Worcester, Mass.; Harrlet Cole-
nnn, care of Mrs, Bradeen, Roger Askin School, Huartsdate, N, Y.

This name that I am going to give you now is the name of a mwan, but his
sister-in-law was given such treatment that he wants very much to testify,
or he wants at least to bring forth his evidence.

Mr. N, J. Collins, 137 Elm Avenue, Bogota, N. J.

The CuairMAN. it was his sister-in-law, you say? What is her name?

Miss IForsis. Hilda Vaarden. I might not have that spelled correctly. May
I give you one or two more names, please?

Mr. SiegeL. Certainly.

Miss Forees. Elizabeth Sheehan, 25 East Fifty-first Street, New York City.

Mr. Steger. To whom was she going?

Miss ForBrs. Well, that is the address. I do not know.

Mr. Siecrr. That is right in the heart of Fifth Avenue.

Miss Fornps. Well, they all had people that were clalming them, There
are t\wo more,

Mr. Sigckr. Very well. Whut are thelr names?

Mixs Forues. Samh Nush, Muggie ilill, Hewlett, Long Island, care of Mrs.
E. I’. Bucknell,

Then there was one newspaper man on board, Coulter Blake, of the Anglo-
American News Service, 102 Jackson I’lace, East Baltimore, Md.

The CHAIRMAN. Was he traveling third class?

Miss Forees. Yes. He did not know who 1 was, but he said he was a news.
paper mu1 that he was on his uppers and was forced to come back that way.

The CHAIRS(AN. You mentioned oue girl there that might want to be ex-
amined about something else. What was that?

Mr. SiecEL. Were you not referring to Miss Hilda Vaarden?

Miss Forees. Yes,

Mr. SikcEr. Do you want to take that up now?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; you might as well.

Miss Forees. Mr. Collins, who i3 an American citizen, and his wife, from
Finland, an Amerlcan by virtue of her marriage to him, and the sister-in-law,
Hilda Vaarden, came over in the steeruge. Mr. and Mrs, Collins got off at
Wew York, belng American citizens. Iilda Vaarden, speaking not a word of
English, having in hér possession seven different letters, credentlals, papers,
stating that Mr. Collins was to call for her and claim her at the island—the
day after I got out I came back as an Amerlean girl to see how the immigrants
fared at Ellls Island, I was Jooking up an imaginary Beeda Gallagher. I wus
put in this bull pen arrangement, and Mr, Collins was in the same place with
me, with hls wife. He was there. He took the first boat after the employees’
boat, He got over there at 8.30 o'clock, and he was there all day long. e
was courteously but definitely inquiring every half hour nbout what was tho
news of Hilda Vaarden, of the Celtic. Boys about 17 or 18 years old, who
were parading up and down before us with lists, refused to puy any attention
to him. He was an Amerlcan und wanted to go a little higher than these boys.
He hnd a little more sssurance than some of the others, perhaps. At 4.30
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in the afternoon he insisted on getting somewhere higher than these 17-vear-
old boys. He got to some one whose name I do not know, and- this person
told him that Hilda had that morning at 10,30 been shipped out on a train
for—I think her destination was fn Bogota, N. J. It might have been Minne-
sota; it might have been New Jersey; but I can not remember. If It waus
New Jersey, of course it would not be so bad. Remember that she had these
papers and letters, and the law, as [ understand it. Is that she shoull he
claimed by somebody, except in special cases, where an aftidavit is required,
or some definite testimony.

Mr, SieeL, That is a rule or regulation, which Js the same ns u law.

Miss Fokses. Thiz rule, as he understood it and us I have understood it.
bas been varied with no authoritativeness. He wus rather excited, and his
wife got very excited and hysterical. and he enlled thix man and he sajd that
what they were doing to this girl was subjecting her to the possibility of fm-
morality. The man mule several rather definitely indecent vemarks, I think,
and finally the man said—-—

Mr. SipeeEr. Dl you overhear those remarks?

Miss Forres. No. He told me afterwards. Mr. Collinx got more exeited,
and the man gald—his name I do not know; Mr, Colling will know—this man
sald, * Well, report it to the United States Senate and see if we give a damn.” .

Mr, CasLe. Did you see this man asking these boys every half un hour wbout
his sister-in-law?

Miss ForBes. No. sir.

Mr. CaniLe. In other words, that Is what he told you?

Miss Forpes. I see that you want what I know exactly. These two or three
things that I am stressing are second hand, are they not? :

Mr. Sizeer. Did you see him approaching any of these hoys?

Miss Forses. Yes; I did.

Mr. Siecer. Did you see him ask them any questlons?

Miss Forees. I did.

The CHAmMAN. Did these boys wear uniforms?

Miss Forses. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Were they in the room devoted to the various relief socleties?

Miss Forpes. No, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. Were they In front of the detention room?

Miss Fornes. They were in this other room here.

Mr. Siecer. The information-bureau room?

Miss Forpes. It is only an alley way.

Mr. Siecer. Only an alley way?

81iss Fornes, Where he and I were to go if we would meet relatives coming
trom the boats. We were kept in this room, the doors unlocked, and every
once in awhile when 20 people are there to claim 20 relatives. then they let .
them out.

Mr. Sikcer. What you eall the New York room?

Miss ForBes. I guess so.

Mr. Siecer. Do you recalt when you left the place? :

Miss Fomrses. No one claimed me, youn see. I had been in Ameriea and I
had a job.

Mr. Siecer. Before you left the place you passed through the New York
room, didn’t you, in order to get the hoat to get to the mainlami?

Miss Forees. I was thrown out of Ellis Island rather foreibly. 1 do nof
know whether I went the regular way or not.

Mr. CasLe. What do you mean by that? Will you explain that?

Miss Forpes. Very gladly.

Mr. SiEGEL.- Do you not think it is better to go back to the thme you got off
the boat and got onto the island, so that we can get her story commcetediy? }

The CHAIRMAN, Well, there are two or three versions to that story. We
had better get hers.

M!ss Forres. Mr. Brophy, you mean., has made other remarks?

The CHAmMAN. I do not know whether Mr. Brophy has.

Mr. Siecer. Did you have a talk with Mr. Brophy?

Miss Fornes. Yes.

Mr. Siecer. What did he say to you, if anything?

Miss Foraes. To answer that I will have to antedate it a little bi{.

The CHAIRMAN. Go ahead in your own way. You gave the name of a givrl—
not this Finnish girl—but you sald that we might want to make some further
investigation about her.
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My, SixeEL. You made some referaiice to Miss Harriet Coleman,

Miss Fornes, She refers to th's Brophy cuse.

Mr. Sigcrs., Tell ux ahout the Brophy case then,

For the infornmtion of the committee, let me say that My lh'nphy wias i
charge of what we all our port office,

Mixs Forees, Chief of Inspectors,

Mr. SigcEr. Chief of inspectors of the port I helieve at that thne,

The CHAIRMAN, Now, what happened? What happened to Harrlet Coleman
and how did you learn about ity Did he tell you or did you xee §t?

Miss Fornes, T was [ the Jury romu—isn't that the room with the long
henches? . .

The CHAMRMAN, The special inquiry romn?

Mixs Forues, Yes. 1 had my variour inspections finished. [ had been O, K'd
In every respect. One Inspector was very courteous and very nice, My badge
reaud * Chicago.” 1 forgot that 1 had te go where 1 =ald T was going, and !
asked if T might =tay over In New York. He askedl wlwm I was going. T was
told to give him the names of tl& exe girls at thix wonmen's hotel. He listened
to what T had to say and very kindly gave me the stay-over, after having assured
him:elf that I was safe and that 1 was all right.

As I was leaving, I saw five Irlsh girls, these girls whose numex 1 have given
you, who had heen some of my most intimate friewcls, Harriet Coleman par-
ticularly. a young nurse fn training, from England and Ireland. They were
standing there erying a little hit, I was just ready to-go out of this swinging
door when 1 saw theni, and they called me over and I went over there, Under-
stand, 1 did not go over there to triy to lay down the laws at all. 1 was exceetl-
mgly humble. I was exceedingly deferential, if yon please. I went over there,
and Misg Coleman sald that she should have notitied her xister that she was
coming. The girls, through the arrogance of this interpreter the night before,
and through the natural indisposition to ask things—prohably they dld not know
enough about things—they are very timid: they are very decent girls—but
through the inadequacy of any agency to tell them anything, they had not seant
any telegrams, and there were five of them there with no relatives to meet them.

Mr. Siecer. Isn't there an Irish immigrant ald society there?

Miss Fories. But they are held incommunieade, I think they ¢all it. You de
not see n welfare agency until you are through. or your case is atmost hopeless,
I did not see a welfare agency untit after 1 was passed, or after I had heen

put in the detention room.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, let us see.  Your examinations are through and you are
on your way out of the island and you saw these girlz in distress?

Miss Forpes. Yes, There iz no welfare worker yet.

My, Sikcet. How long had you been on the island hefore you started to go
off the islund?

Miss Fornes, One day, and then the next day was Columbus Day, and there
was not any work done that day.

Mr. SiEcEL. In other words, the 13th of Octoher, was it, that you left?

Misx Forpes. Yes. They Intd not notitied thelr relatives. ‘Fhey ure, as I amn,
all O, K,, but the rule says you must he claimed by velatives: und, naturally,
they are new girls there. i they can not be dizsmissed, at they want to get
to thelr relativex, They want to get to a telephone or a telegraph bureant. amt
they asked me if 1 would telephone. They gave me the Information, -Ax |
am talking, thiz gentloman comes up, 1 think proeperly, to see who I i and
what rlght T have to talk to these girls. 1 apprecinte that, because 1 might
he a very wrong sort of an agent, and I expluined to him that T am Genevieve
Forbes, and that T cawe on the hoat, atd that 1 am from Iveland, and that by
chince T have worked-in Amerien hefore, and that therefore 1 am a little it
more self-assured than thexe girls are, and 1 wanted to get word to thew
relatives, They are all through with their examinations and they ave ready to
g£0. The only thing that ix holding them up is that thelr relatives are not there
to claim them?

Mr. S1EGEL. Who s the man yon are veferring to?

Miss Forees. I, J. Brophy. He says *'The United Statex Government (s
taking care of these girls,” 1 say * But they ave not. You wil not let them
get in touch with thelir people.” He says “ You ean not telephone here, Thix s
not a hotel. We have only one pay telephone on the island.” I say * We are
willing to pay any charge that ix asked for a telephone.” He satd “ Yon ean
not go to a telephone.” MHe sald “At our own discretlon we will communleate
with these people.” This Harriet Colemun Is crying. Technieally she is free
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to come on to the United States if that cousin or aunt or sister were there to
meet her. The only reason that that cousin or aunt or sister is not there is
because they can not communicate. So she gives me the telegraph address and.
usks me to send a telegram. I usked Mr. Brophy if he will allow me to send
n telegram, siuce he will not atlow me to use the telephone; if he will send
any employee with me to see that I am telling the truth., I huve been very
respectable; I know my place us well as they do, I think. I am also getting
a little excited because 1 am getting rather nervous. He says "I don't like
your impudence and I don’t like your sass, You think you are making an
impression on me, don’t you?” 1 say “ No; but if you are not doing something
{or ,theset ﬁlrls I du not see why you can not give e some definite reason why
can not.

Always please bear in mind thaut I appreciated the possible reason why he
was interrogating me und refusing to let we do this. Appreciating that, I
was using every definite means to convince him of just what our connections
were, and just why we wuanted to get to this telephone, and just why I wanted
to go to the telegraph burenu. He wus not very well pleased with me, and
finally he suld “The United States Government will take cure of these girls
when it sees fit,” and that he did not like my attitude, and that if I thought
1 was smart 1 was not; if I thought I was making a good impression I was not.

He asked for my card. I had this green card, marked * Chicago,” pinned on
me, which you will remember was detinitely passed in every particular, He
took it off of me, and he pulled out a blue pencil, and he waived the pencll
above the card, and he said “ One more word of your impudence and I will
keep you here all night.,” He asked for my name, and I asked him is name. I
was gefting a little niore self-confident, and finally he said * Brophy.” He gave
me his name. 1 said * Mr. Brophy, I have been passed in every particular and
stamped with the oflicial seal, which entitles me to go. I want to know if you can
keep me In face of that,”” He said * Never mind what I ean do.” He sald “ I can
keep you here to-night or us many nightsas I want to.” Hesald * It is absolutely
up to me, and one more word of sass out of you and I will keep you on the
island, and I would like to see who can stop me."

Mr. SieceL. Then what occurred?

Miss Forees. His employees were gathering on one side, and he was having
them listen to the conversation.

The CHairmMaN. His employees? '

Miss Forses. Well, I fancy they were., They were inspectors over whom he
was chief. Behind him were the girls, who were trying to make me stop, because
they feared they had got me involved rather too deeply. After making very
clear to me that these rules which I had honored as rules could be arbitrarily
set aslde by his whim or pique—he repeated that three different ways to me—
quite to my satisfaction, and most definite,

Mr. SieceEL. Well, was it to your complete satisfaction?

Miss Forees. Yes. Because the worse it was for him the better it was for
me, as I figured it. After he had done this he finally put bis blue pencil
away and he called a colored man from over in the corner and he sald * Throw
this girl off of the island and see that she don't come back.”

Mr. Sieckr., Was that cotored man in uniform?

Miss Forees. The uniforms were dark blue, and the only thing I can remem-
ber Is that little gold there on the collar. I would suay, yes. He had no cap
on. The other men whom I met had caps on.

Mr. SieEGEL. This colored man, was he tall or short?

Miss Forees. Short and fat. .

Mr. Sieetr, Did you get his name?

Miss ForBes. No; I did not. 1 houpe you will think that if I am inaccurate—
I hope you will remember that I was acting my part.

Mr, SieGeL. There have been previous complaints about colored men. There
are two colored men there, und we are trying to get the Identification of
this one.

Miss Forees. This man was short, relatively short nnd fat.

The CHalRMAN., What did he say to you?

Miss Forees. I fiad nothing to complain about him. He (id just as he was
ordered. He grabbed me by the two arms——

The CHAIRMAN. Now, did he grab you?

Miss Forpes. Yes. There is a runway, you know, there.

The CHaRMAN. A flight of stairs?
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~ Miss Fornes. To the left us you come out of this rcom. Mr. Brophy’s desk
e right there [indicating], and then there is some sort of a runway effect
down to the right, as I recall it.

The CHAaBMAN, That tekes you to the boat?

Miss Fornes, Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. Did he conduet you? Did he take hold of your arm?

Miss Forses. Yes. Dut Mr. Brophy was so mad that, I suppose, it was re-
flected in the man. I do not feel any particular animus against this colored
man.

Mr, Siecer. What did he do to you, if anything?

Miss Forsks, Nothing about which I complain.

The CHAalRMAN. How fur did he conduct you?

Miss Forees. Down this runway, and then there is a long channel that goes
into the baggage room—there is an abrupt turn to the left—into a little room
Just before you go out to the boat. He left me there.

The CHAIRMAN. He did not put you entirely on the boat?

Miss Forses, No.

The CuairaaN. Were you supposed to have a ticket for Chicago?

Miss Forsis, No; 1 had not bought my ticket.

The CHAIRMAN, Was there anything said to you about the line of truvel?

Miss Foruks. Well, here again, I suppose my case would not be quite typical,
because I had been in America before; and the card, which would ordinarily
be shown the migrant, was, perhaps, not shown me because I had been
here before just within 60 days. They wanted to be sure I had the $25 landing
mouey and then that I had enough for the ticket.

The CHAlRxAN. Your card did not show * Central Rallroad of New Jersey
and the Baltimore & Ohlo "7 .

Miss Forbes. No.

Mr, SikGEL. Now, reverting back to the question asked by the chairman, was
there anything sald to you by any person as to which line you were to use in
going to Chicago? .

Miss Forses. Not a word.

Mpr, Siecer. Although you were destined to Chicago you were allowed to land
and stay in New York?

Miss Fornes. I will tell you whit happened. My card said “ Chicago.” He
said, ** Well, you are through now. Go over there.,” I said, “I want to stay
in New York, if I may, two or three days wilth a friend here.” Of course, I
was going to the New York office of the paper, but I had a friend who was
employed in New York, who was living at a hotel at Thirty-sixth and Lex-
ington, which 18 a very respectable, carefully guarded, girls' hotel. I gave
him that name and the number of the hotel, and he, without any verlfication,
consulted with some other men and sald that I might stay. He crossed off
the Chicago and put another mark on and said that I might stay.

Mr, Sieger. Did you report to the News in New York—the Itlustrated News?

Miss ForBes: Yes; I did not immediately. I went to the McAlpin, and I did
within three or four hours.

The CrasMAN, You did not go to the girls® hotel?

Mlss Forses. No.

The CHATRMAN. You went to the McAlpin Hotel?

Miss Forses. Yes.

The CHARMAN. Now, tlien, as a matter of fact, you were imposing on Mr, -
Brophy?

Miss ForBes. Yes,

The CuairMAN, You were posing as an immigrant girl?

Miss Fornes., Yes. F had fabricated a serles of facts, which I justified be-
cause I wanted very much to find out this situation, and you could not do it
by being an American £ir], by belng admitted in New York,

The CHAIRMAN. But now you realize that Mr. Brophy is there—

Miss Forpes. He is there to protect girls.

The CHARMAN, To protect girls, and that in his experience he has seen
adventuresses come there—

Miss Forses. Exactly.

The CHARMAN. Well dressed?

tMlss Fonrnes. I was not well dressed. I was the worst-dressed girl in the
steerage,

The CHAIRMAN. And in all disguises that can be adopted, for the particular
purpose of enticing girls away from there, away from their true destinations?
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Miss Fonrpes. Exactly.

The CHAIRMAN. You renlize that?

Miss Fories. Yes, sir; exactly.

The CHairMAN. So that, the minute that you had heen clenred mut out of
the jam at Ellis Island, where it s always congested, anl were on your way,
you were hanging back to assist friends, or show an interest in other girls,
you realize now that yon were running counter te something that the United
States I trying to prevent?

Miss Fornks, Exaetly ; which T tried to explain, and tried to show you that
I appreciate it when T testified. That doex not explain the fact that he, by a
whim, conld Keep me there that night, or as many nfghts ax he chose, which he
said he could,

The CHAIKMAN, Now, let us see. Now, you sald that the more you were
detained the more it helped your purpose i writing the story.

Mise Forpes. Yes. By the fact that I was going to try to play myself into a
bad adventuress. As a matter of fact, T had a mnch hetter time than any girl
in that steerage, because I passed every examination. hecanse T had a certain
amount of inherent assurance.

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; but you wanted stories.

Miss Forues. Yes; when they came to me,

The CHAIBMAN. And your experience nt Ellis Island had aot heen so very
startling up to the moment that youn left the island with your full clearance
and O. K. In every respect?

Miss Fornes, But I did not go to these girls thinking, * Here s a grand news-
paper story.” 1 went to those girls hecause they were erying.

Mr. SiEcrL. We have not as yet heard what occnrred after she wans brought
off of the ship.on the barge to the island, or what ocenrred on the island previous
to her leaving. Now. after you left the ship Celtic yon were placed on a barze,
were you not?

Miss ForeEs. Yes.

Mr. SiEGEL. And you were taken to the island?

Miss ForBes. Yes.

Mr. S1EGEL. Just go ahead with that in full and tell us exactly what oceurred.

Miss Forees. I do not want to be argumentative or show had taste, but may
1 make one remark? The chairman, Mr. Johinson'’s remark that up to this time
nmy adventures had not been startling, doesn't tlint rather defeat the charges
that have been made againat me as having very preatly exaggerated things?
My charges were not very startling. T went over there hecause 0 or 10 people
had definitely made charges of gross immorality. I found none. 1 found what
I thought were distinctly indiscretions. The very fact that my charges were not
startling, but were nevertheless provocative enongh to make people from all
over the country interested in them, shows to yon the valdity of what T was
trying to do. .

The CHAIRMAN. Well, T grant that; but T was just calling attention to the
fact that you were leaving the island when this ncident oceurred.

Now, we are going to let you come back to when you were teaving the ship,

Mr. SikcEr. In other words, the chairman ix only trying to ohtain the faes,
It 18 not a question of argument.

Miss Forpes. Well, after that first examination, Mowday. after quatantine——

Mr. SieGeL. You mean that was Monday. Octoher 102

Miss Forpes. Yes. We stayed on honrd all that day. The fuimgrants in
third class were landed. and the quavters were fenced off, ax they atd to be.
hecause the colored people had to go In and unload the =hip.

On Tuesday morning we got up to go to Ellis Island. We got up early and
had to form in this line. Here, may T say, that T have been around in erowds
enough to know that you have to be quick, Yon ean not trent people as indi-
viduals. But you could have told us something. We were just pushed o, We
got on, nnd in ahout two hours, these examinations of our papers—we got onto
the immigrant dock.

The CiiamMax, The technical examination of papers--what was that: your
passports?

Miss Forrrs. Yés: the passports and the green medient card which had been
stamped by the steamship offlcluls, which was now either turned in or eolse
given a final stamp. 1 think it was turned in.

Phe CHAIRMAN. And an examination as to what money you ul?

Miss Forges. Not theres no.  This was just as we were getting off the hoat,
And then there was the luggage : but that §x not particularly necessary. There
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wis 0 colerad mans walting to put us on the tender. ‘There was nothing vulgar
~about him, nothing to which you could object other than the faet that he wae
pretty arblteary : but that might have been necessavy.

Mr. SieGEL. Was he fu blue uniform also?

Miss Foraks, Yes, xir. .

We got on. ‘They were ximply in u hurry or simply businesslike. That was
all right. Some of the girls were worrled about it. That was because they did
not know. It was not the fanlt of the otficiuls, [ distingulsh very much hetween
the ordinary incivility and the hamiliation and indecency.

We got on the tender and were put up on the second platform of It. It was
simply dirty, and smatl, but perhaps it had to be, ‘There was a narrow stairway
leading down te the first Hoor aiul the door, which was baryed from the outside,
I know it was harred, for one of the women and her little youngster wanted
to get down to xee the hushamd, or =ome one downstairs, and they could npot
get past thix door. It was guarded by twe men, who were the two worst men
that J have mel. The tetler—it was either the Addie or the General Putnam 3
I do not vremetaber whieh., There are two timmigration barges, 1 went vk on
the General Putnam. 1t ix my impression that 1 came over to the ixland on the
General Putnam : it it might have heen the Addie. It is one of the two. The
man in charge was o nn ahout 30 years old, of medinm size, rather medivm
helght, rather slight. He is not the man whoe was there before. There hus been
atother man with g ene-syllable name, and it was not he. It wus his alternate.
He got on. We were up In this upstairs.  This man came along and, as I un-
derstund, he Is not a Government ofticlul, yet he was in churge of us.  Our inter-
preter left ux on board ship. ‘There was o one there to talk to those who could
not spenk the English language.  Thix man in charge and his assistunt kept
coming around and telling the girls what wasg golng to haphen to them, that
they wished they were going to be there when the women were golng to be
exatnined, A little Hungarian girl came up this narrow stairway, und she was
pretry and she was little,  She was slight,  She was perhaps il-able to take
«ire of herself. Her skirts Hounced up ahove her knee.  She wis 1 little bit
ton ostentations, perhaps. aund thiz wan called her over il put his arm around
her shioulder and satd, ** Don’t worry about that : don’t worry about your knees
showing : you ave going to how a 1ot wore hefore it is over” He stuyed around
with her a little wh’'le,

We got to Ellis Ishand after a little wh'le, We weve perhaps o half owr
Ihefore nny of us got off,

Me. Sk, How long were you on this havge?

Misx Foxuks. Well, just abont the time it takes to go from the dwek to Ellis
Islond.  That Is ahout 43 minutes, tsn't it Then we got there and (el up, and
were there perhaps another half an hour. The oflicials would o back and forth.
1 do not kuow what they were doing. ‘Then they hegan to call the men in
groups of perhaps 20.  No one had tokl these men anything about it There
witk on hoard a forelgn family, a Frenchiman with his wife and three or four
chitdren and grandmothier.  The Frenchnun had the passports. and he did not
know snything ahout anything that was going on, and this man in chiarge came
over and told him that it was time to go down, and grabhed him away. He
velled, * Family, family.”  His people ¢lung to him, in perhaps rather ridiculons
manner: he did not know where he was going, He had the passports and the
mipers, and there was no one to explate anything to him.  Thix man who was
in ¢harge grabhed at him and swore a bit at hin, said he was holding up things,
which he was, and knoeked him down the stairs,  Then——-

The Cuamryay, Did he knock him dowa the stalrs?

Misx Forues., When T say  knock * T in not belng extravagant.  He pushed
him down.  He did not plunge him down,

Mr, Sk, Well, you know, when you use the word * knock ™ you want to
be accurate.

Miss Forpes. Then the various 20 or 25 had gone———

The (Caairman. This Frenchman got his family together, did he?

Miss Fornes. T do not know, The Iast thme T saw them they were not to-
sether,

The Cramman, He was sent down with the men?

Miss Forpks. Of course, they could not be together, but could not some one
have told him that?

The CHARMAN. How many langunges do these wen lave to e able to speak
10 todl everything to these mmigrants?
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Miss Forues. I do not know. I am not clever enough to devise a system, but
I should think there should he some card posted or something to tell.

After these various delegations would go, there was finally a little boy, about
12 years old, maybe 10 years, who was lef¢ up with the women and chilidren,
The man yelled, * Is there any more men up here?” Some old Scotch woman,
who dld not know this boy, said, “There is n little boy up here, about 12
He ought to go with you.” He said, “It is too late now; he has got to stay
here.” He came up and he says, “1 would give a lot to have your chance to-
day. They are going to take off all of your clothes, and T would give n lot to
have your chance.”

My, Sixger. Was this man in wniform? -

Miss Fornes. No, sir; but he wus in charge of s,

Mr, StkceL. Did he have a badge on or unything like that?

Miss Forbes. No, sir; he had n business suit oh

Mpr, StreEL, Didn’t he have a badge on the Inpel of his cont or something?

Miss Forses. No, sir.

Mr. Sikcer. All right. Proceed.

Miss Forres, So this little boy waus kept up there. The women were still on
board. The men went up this line to the end of Ellis Istand, and pretty soon
they, or some of the others, we could not tell who, were passing hy one of the
rooms with their clothes off. ‘This same man would come up to the girls and
point out to them the men going through and make remarks shout it.

Mr. SirGeEr. In English?

Miss Fories, Yes; although he spoke some foreign Janguage, too.

As I say, without being feminine or hysterieal, it did seem to me that it was
vory easy, if you were young, if yon were pretty. 1o capitalize, in at least minor
ways, any sex charms that you might have. They wonld be very glad to be with
you. If you were not young, if yon were not pretty, if yon were not able to
take care of yoursclf, all you got was to be yvelled at.

The CHAIRMAN, He was {n charge of the barge, assembling these people and
grouping them and getting them over to Eilis Island?

Miss Fornes, Yes, sir.

The CiAIRMAN. And then go back for nnother barge load?

Miss Fornes. Yes. But hie was for that time in command of us.

The CuairMaN, He was flip and coarse?

Miss Forues. He was flip and coarse and indecent, I think, and ineflicient.
Those two men were the worst ones that I met,

We got off and we were hurried in to Ellis Island. Rather hurried a little
too much, Inasmuch as that when cortaln groups would get in, when the room
would be filled, they would close the door, quite naturally, but the children
would be slipping back a pace or two, and they wonld be left out. There was
a little boy in front of me, § years old, carrying a part of the family clinttels,
which was a large feather bed sort of a thing, and he, not being able to keep
pace with his mother, and his mothiér not being allowed to slow down with him,
his mother had gone in In the first group. 1t was a temporary absence, hut it
was enough to make it a tittle terrifying, and unnecessarily so,

Finally we got into this room, and in the middle of the room §s a man whose
cap says * Watechman.” He is 2 middle-aged wan with a mustache. He had
no number on his uniform that I could see. He was standing in the middie of
the room. There were painters on a scaffold near-hy, and two or three internes
in those white robes, standing near a turnstite.  We were put in the circle. It
is very much impressed upon us that we are to move quickly and that we are
to kecp this line. There is a woman ahout four paces in front of me who 1s in
a very delieate condition and should not he standing at all,

She wavers out of line a little bit, and this man who was standing in the
middle runs over to her, and he very definitely pushes her—she is out of
alignment perhaps a foot—and he pushes her back into the line, saying, “ Stay
over there where you belong.”

Th'(.!?CHAmMAN. Are you referring to the man who had the word * Wateh-
man

Miss IPornes. On his ecap; ves, sir. The women sort of shuddered when they
saw him do this. *The woman back of her, I think it was, put forward her suit
case for this other woman to sit down on, but she looked at the suit case, and
then she looked at the man, and she stood up.

There are little incidents like that that may be discounted. We are told to
take off our hats and put down our hair. You can not do it in just a second,
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which is what he wants you to do, and if you do not he comes over there and
takes hold of you. One glrl was n little slow about taking off her cap, and he came
over there and yanked her cap off. The children get out of line, He makes
passes at them. He stands there keeping up this running flow of conversation,
and very definitely coming over and hitting them into line. He is the watch-
man,

We get up to the turnstile, and then we get through and two dectors who are
in uniform are there. It seems to me an unnecessarily quick way they push
us through, but perhaps not. The first doctor examines our teeth. He grabs
hold of your head and you are pushed forward, here and here and here. He °
takes one hand and jerks it In a downward sweep as far as it will go, and then
closo!s your mouth together again. It seems very perfunctory, as well as rather
rough.

Mr. SikGEL. It is not perfunctory at all.

Miss Fornes, It may not be. Then we come on to the man who examines our
eyes, who turns back the eyelid. I thought again perhaps it was perfunctory.
If it was worth doing, It was worth doing right. It is a never-ending line.
There is no waiting. It is so quickly done, but it may he very thoroughly done.

Mr. Sizcer. He Is looking for trichoma when he is pulling the eyelids up.
You can tell that very quickly.

Miss Forses. Well, then, we got into the jury room which T mentioned.

The CHAIRMAN. You just had two doctors; one looked at your mouth and ex-
ercised the muscles and nerves?

Miss Forngs. Yes.

. The CHAIRMAN. And the other gave you the eye test? .

Miss Fornes. Yes, sir. I do not know anything about medicine, and I do not
koow how definitely you can tell from a superficial examination some of the
diseases, But it does scem to me that I wax not examined very vigorously.

Mr. Sieeki. You had been examined on board ship?

Miss Iornks. Almost mostly for your garments, for lice, us a matter of fact.

The CHakMaN, If that examination had Insted for a half an hour, how long
would it have taken to have examined that 500 on this same ship?

Miss Forngs. I presume if they huad this same number to examine it woull
have taken quite a long time.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, this was on the first floor. You did not have to climb
any stairs yet, did you?

Miss Fores. No, sir.

The CaHAIRMAN. You had your baggage?

Miss ForeEs. Yes,

The CHARMAN. And did the other women have thelr baggage?

Miss Forees. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN, Some of them lots of baggage?

Miss ForBes. Yes,

The CaairMAN. Did you complain that there was no one to assist them with
the baggage?

Miss ForpEes.: I did not make any complaints at all until T met Mr, Brophy.

The CHAIRMAN. You did not write that women were not given any help with
their baggage?

Miss Forpes. No, sir. Mrs. McNish is the one who did that.

The CHAIRMAN. You were not at Ellis Island when they had to climb the
stairs with their baggage and bables?

Miss Forses. Oh, yes: after this. The jury room is on the second tloor.

The CuatraaN. But the first smash fs not upstnirs? It was on the first tloor.
That was one of Commissioner Wallace’s reforms. He was still in charge while
you were there?

Miss Fornis. Yes. It was just the last week of his régime, I guess.

The CiairAN. Now, you are in what you call the jury room?

Miss Forpes. Yes. I do not know whether that is the technical word for it.

The CuAIRMAN, In the long room?

Miss Fornes, Yes. I rather imagine the one that is called the jury room {is
the one where these special judges come up.

The CHAIRMAN. This Is where you are, in the long room, and there are in-
spectors sitting at high desks, and they call out the names once in a while?

Miss Fornes, Yes,

The CiAIRMAN, Now, what happened there?

Miss Forrks. May I say, the lavatories there were exceptionally clean, but
we were not permitted to get to them. There were women there. you know,
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with children. We were there perhaps from 1130 In the morning until 3
o'clock, It might have been Iater than 1130 when we got upstalrs, because in g
shiort thne we got these twe sandwiches and coffee.

Mr, Sizcel. That was served to you afterwurds?

Misx ForBes. Yex; ur we sat there,

The CHAIRMAN, You sat on a hench along with the other Irish nmigrants?

Miss Forees, Yes. I was put in with the people who did not speak English—I
do not know why, The mun whe was assigned to us shoveld me into this row,
We did not have any inspector. [t might have been chance, or it might have
heen that we, not speaking English, could not prot.st.

Mr. Sikcer. What date was thix now, Wednesday?

Miss Forses. No, sir; this was Tuesday. (xtober 11.

Mr. SigGer. This was in the afternoon?

Miss Forpes. Yes, It was hefore 12 when we went In theve. It was the first
e before the platform. The other crowsds had inspectors, and [ asked two or
three of the young people golng by If they knew when the inspector was coming,
und of course they did not answer me.

Mr. Sigcen. Well, they were slightly handieappedd that partieutay say and the
following day.

Misx Forues, Well, I presume that perhaps might have heen the veason,

The CHAIRMAN. How long did you stuy In that haneh?

Miss Fornes, Well, that afternoon. There were four little ehilidren there with
their mother. She had been put in some other room, nwd this younyg fellow
eanie nlong there, and he wax telling me and telling anyone else that he was
at all interested in to move forwand, becuune these ¢hildren, it did not manke
uny difference when they got through: it wax all vight for us to step up in
front of them. They kept getting pushed back aned back until they just stood
in the last place.

The CHAIRMAN. These were orphan children?

Miss Forpes. No.  Thelr mother was about the istmul some place.  They were
wlone temporarily.

Mr. Cane. How old were they?

Misx Fornks. The oldest ote was mayhe 14,

My, Casre. And the other ones?

Miss Fornes. One was about 5 and one was about 9, aul there were two of
them about 14, 1 hoy and a girl. They did not speak Emesh, 1 saw them just
pshed !m'(-k ever so many times,  That secmed to be thelr permanent position,
at the end,

Mr. Canrk. Was thix some employee of the Government who suggested that
your go ahead of them?

Miss Fonrpes, Yex: this was the young man—he was not one of the inspectors,
bt he was there,

Mr. SigceEL. Did he have o badge on?

Misx Forsks. None of them had badees on.

The CratgaaN, Well, tet us go on.

Miss Fornks. While T was sitting there, though, | did see (o or three women
fnspectors.  One woman who was partieularly splendid awl fine, whe wus taking
care of some children, was talking at the same thne about what she tevined
the Inconsistency of the matter of a mother and two chitdren, all with the xame
d'sease, some trifling thing, 1 do not know what it wax, sufliclently tritiing so
ihat It was cared within o day or two—that the mother had bheen sent back to
the ship from which she came, 1 think it was the Kroonland, and the two
childven, with the fdenticu) dizense, demnnding klentleal treatment. were de-
tnined at the island,  They were just little youngsters, and they were pretty
castly excited.  She comiuented then on what she termed the inconsistency of
thix arrangenient.  Nhe seemed very efiicient and very splendid ; very kindly,

Mr. Cansk. You do not know anything about the disease oxcept what she told
you?

Miss Fornks. No: that is hearsay again.

Now, here comes the one acknowledged Inaccurney in my report,  The other
slvlx, many of them, with whom I was, idid not tinish that day, but were sent back
ta the hont manl stayedd theve all day Columbus Day.  They came back on Thurs
day. the 1Hh, and were dismissed then,  Because 1 had been in Ameriea
befove, [ suppose I got through more quickiy. The fnspector gnnlly came, ahout
3 minutes to 35, and [ got through that day.  But 1 had gotten to be very goml
friends with the stewardess, .

Mr. S1rcEL. You mean Thursday, Octoher 13, wasn't it?
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Miss Forues, Yes. So that, as n matter of fuct, I wus discharged 3 minutes
-of 6 on Tuesday, I went back to the boat on Wednesday, October 12, beeause
I wanted to see the stewardess. I had gotten to be good friends with her nnd
I went back to see hier, and then I saw these other girls, so 1 was on the boat,
but I was not detained there. Then Thursday they went to Elis Island and
got: through there,

Mr. Siecer. Were you allowed {0 go on board that bont?

The CHAIRMAN, Now, we are coming to it. When you left the hoat the second
time, how did you come back through Ellis Island?

Miss Forueg. I did not come back through Ellis Island. This was a personal
friend of the stewardess.

Mr. SiEGEL. Well now, you have jumped your story. You were before the
{nspectors? )

Miss Forpes. Yes; but I wanted to explain to you the one acknowledged inac-
curacy in my story.

Mr, S1EGRL. What we are trying to do s to get u consecutive story.

The CualrMAN. Now, when did you have the affuir with Brophy ?

Miss Forues, Oh, Tuesday, becanse I was dischiarged § minutes to 3 on Tues-
day. I had my affair with himm 15 to minutes of 5 on Tuesday.

The CiAIRMAN. So, after the boy took you out to the boat for the city, what
did you do?
c}}\‘llss Forpes. Oh, I went right up to the McAlpin and called up my wother in

cago.

The CHAIRMAN, You were on the islund what night before that?

Mr. Siecer. Monday night. .

Miss Fornes, May I restate that. Monday morning wns quarantine. Mon-
day all day we stayed on the boat.

Mr., Sieekr. You wean on board ship.

Miss IForBes. Yes. Tuesday morning we all left for Ellis island. We got
through these exafminations by nvon. We went to the jury room, and in oy
line there was no inspector until perhaps half past 4, or probably just before
that. At § minutes to §, Tuesday, October 11, 1 was out of Ellis Islamd. I had
had my affair with Ilarriet Coleman and Mr. Brophy. I went to New York.
I went to the McAlpin and got fixed up. Wednesday was Columbus Day.
There was nothing on the island. .

I knew the stewardess, and 1.went back to the Ccltic at the New York dock to
see her, and I talked then with three or four or five of my Irish girl friends.
1 did not go on the boat. I just got on the gangway there for perhaps an hour,
Thursday these girt friends of mine, with whom I had spent a part of Wednes-
day, came to Ellis Island and got through the island. In oy story, one acknowl-
edged inaccuracy that I make, in article 12 or 13, I say that I got out Thursday
with these girls, I want to be very sure that you know that I am not con-
tclously trying to put something over.

The CuairMan. So, when the authoritles investigated the stories they found
that discrepancy?

Miss FForues, Well, I do not know. I did not know that they found any
Alscrepancy. 1 did not know that they had investigated.

Mr. SieGer. Oh, yes; they have looked into the matter quite thoroughly,
because when the articles appeared in the news, I brought it to their attention
at ouce, .

Miss Forirs. 1 do not recall going out then. I went right back to the island,
and visited all the welfure workers, so cvidently they had not read it that
so0n.

The CizaikMan. You were not in the room for the temporarily detained?

Miss Fornks. I went buek this Thursday that I awm speaking of. 1 went
back there and stayed in the bull pen for a while, and saw some girl friends
of mine, but not very long that day. [ left and went down in the welfare
rooms, 1 visited Mr. Kusmmono, of the Itallun consulate. 1 visited Miss
Whecler, of the Baptlst Church. 1 visited the girls In charge of the Congrega-
tionnl. I was in the very crowded room where the agencles are.

Mr, SiecEL. That hus been changed sinee you have been there.  Commissioner
Todd has now provided separate rooms for them, so that there will not be
any crowding.

Miss Forpes, It svemed very crowded while T was there,

Mr. StkGEL. There will be no crowding there, beenuse Commissioner Todd
has provided henches and additionat hall, and e has made a complete change
there, so that you ean not recognize that jaurt of the work.

$5873--22--grp1-p—-18
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Miss Forses. These welfare workers, I do not agree at all with Mrs. McNish;
but I did think that they were spending a lot of time on statistics, and not so
much on welfare work, Miss Wheeler told me that she had profound respect for
the chlefs in the Immigration Bureau, but that the subordinates were very
difficult to deal with, and that she realized that there should be some more
welfare agencles, but they were not permitted. Apparently she had asked for
assistance, and at the other agencies as well as hers they would prefer to do
the little work they were allowed to do without making complaint, rather
than making complaint and having it all minimized.

I realize, as Mr. Johnson has suggested, that time Is valuable, bLut If there had
been one or two agencies or mediums of assurance, it would not have held
us in this very terrified state. It would, I think, have made us cooperate
with the United States Government, and work a little faster. I may be wrong.
but I feel that way.

Mr. SieceL, Were there any representatives of the Hebrew Shelter and
Imniigrant Ald Society on board ship at the time?

Miss Forspes, No, sir. :

Mr. Secer. When the ship arrived?

Miss Forees. No, sir. There was one man on board who was spokesman for
all Jewish people on board, but it waus through the kindness of his heart.

; MrE 'FABI?,E. How much time, altogether did you spend investigating this situa-

tion there .

F %lss Forses. Well, I was there all day Thursday, and I went over again on
riday.

Mr, CasrLE. How much of that time did you spend making that kind of
investigation? .

Miss Forses. My Investigation was never Into the real statistical side of
their work. My investigation was the cursory kind that you would make, just
going through, to see thelr equipment, their nurserles, and things like that.

Mr. CasLe. How many did you visit altogether?

Miss ForBes, Well, it was my impression that I saw everythitig.

Mr. Casre. How many were there?

Miss Forees, In this crowded room there were agencles of perhaps 20 de
nominational and racial groups. Then we were taken upstafis. This girl sald,
*“Take off your hat, and they will think you are a worker; otherwise they wilt
not let you go through here.” .

The Cramryman. Who said that?

Miss Fornes, It 1s not Miss Weller., Miss Weller will know what the name
s, though. She Is a young Polish girl.

The CnARMAN. Representing one of these working socleties?

Miss ForBes. Yes.

Mr. CasLe. Did you stop at each of those 20 societies?

Miss Forpes. Not stop; no. Here is this large room with desks crowded into
it, and the various agents are there. I met seven or eight of them.

Mr. CasLE. How much time did you spend at each one?

Miss Forees. A very brief time,

Mr, Canie. Five minutes? .

Miss Fornes. I was there not more than an hour,

Mpr. Cante. You spent about an hour, then, in the total investigation of the
ald socletles?

Miss Forpes. No, sir. 1 spent an hour in this room, and then this girl took
me around to the varlous—you see the large racial and denominational groups
have certain different situations. The Baptists have a nursery. ‘The Congre-
gatlonalists have something else for the next room. Somebody else has some
thing e¢lse for some other department.

. ‘The CHARMAN. Has anybody got a laundry there? Any denominational
aundry ?

Miss Forres. I did not see any denominational laundry. This Miss Wheeler's’
friend gaid, * If you keep your coat and hat on they will not let you go through
here.” She sald, “ If you take oft your cont and hat they will think you area
worker.” I remember at the time I happened to have pumps. She sald, “It
is too bad that*you have pumps on, heecause they would not think that you
wonld be here working in the pumps.” So I took off my hat and coat and
I went through, and it took me, to go around through these nurserfes, from
probably 10.30 until 3 o'clock. I just saw it. That is all I could do. T went
through the dormitorles, where they have the double-deckers; the iron frame
and spring, and one blanket. The girl sald it was quite clean; It was quite
clean, very clean. There were perhaps 40 double-tleckers In this roon,
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The CxairMAN. And one blanket to the bed?

Mls? l;ggm-;s. One blanket—there is a double-decker, so there are two blankets
to each .

The CHAIRMAN, One blanket to each pair of springs?

Miss Fornes, Yes, Mrs. Glenville protested about the dirt and filth, I did
not find that borne out.

The CHAIRMAN., Who is Mrs, Glenville?

Miss Forees. She Is a lady who has registered a protest through diplomatic
circles. She was hysterical, I think,

Mpr, CABLE, Your idea is that they do not give enough time to the purpose
that they are there for, but spend too much time on the records?

Miss Forues, The welfare workers? .

Mr. CaBLE, Yes, .

Miss Fornes, That is only a vague sort of an lmpression that I got, which
was contradicted, perhaps, by statements of Miss Wheeler and others, that
gfy did what they could do, rather than fight and not be allowed to do any-

ng.

Mr. CaBLE. Do you also think that some of these welfure workers could
assist the Government in any way?

Miss ForBes. No, sir. I think If it could consistently be done, without slow-
ing down the routine, it would be very well if there were some representatives,
not of the raciul or denominutional groups, to sort of give these people a little
information. You see, you do not know what is happening to you. You can not
ask anyone, and you get very confused and mixed up.

Mr, CABLE. Do you think the immigronts would have more confidence in
these welfare workers than In a representative of the Government?

Miss Forpes. I think they would, very much more, in the welfare workers
than in those employees of the Government that I saw.

Mr. WmHITE. You think, do you, that they would have less fear of them?

M:ss Forees. I would think so.

Mr. WhaHITE. And they might inspire some confidence?

Miss Fornes. Yes, )

My, SieGeL. You know that 1t is only of recent origin that the coffee and
sandwiches are being served, that there was a time when all the fmmigrants
had to stay outslde, on the island, outside of the huildings, and get their bite,
as they call it, out there?

M'ss Fonnes. I presume the tendency has been toward hetterment.

Mr. Sircer. There has heen quite an amelioration of conditlons during the
past year,

Miss Fories. Along the line of food.

This does not fall fn at thix pluce. probably, hut I wonld like to mentton
it ,and perhaps ask about it. 1f I had been going to Chicago, as T was suppoused
to he, there was only one opportunity to get something to eat before I wonld
leave. There is that cafeterin nway down to the vight, where (he employees
g0, but here ir the rallroud roomw, and there Is u concession rented ont to a
Mr, J. J. Lucier. It Is the only place, as far as I know, where an immigrant
going out to Nevada or Illinols could get fomd to tuke with thein on this trip.
There weve lunelr hoxes there which were sold, 1 Jooked through the glass
and there were two cheese sandwiches and ham sandwiches and T think an
apple. I am not vouching for every one of these ftems, hut that was the general
make-up.  One box was a dollar, and a slightly lavger hox, with a fow more
things, was $L.50, T heard a great deal of comment about it, and also the
question of who got the concession and why il they get it.

The CrraryaN, You understand that is all supervised by the Government,
and was done to prevent fraud on the outside ux well as on the inside,

Mr, Sircer. Now, the prices are not exorbitaut, heeause I went over there
Frivday morning, atl of a sudden, and 1 Inspected those hoxes all of a suidden.
There was no one knew I was coming, There has heen n new arrangelent
by Comumissloner Todd by which you do not have to huy a new box, if you
do not waut to, You can buy scparate articles, and the price is posted ¢on-
spicuously., '

Miss Forues, That was not done when I was there.

Mr, SikceL. Since Commissioner Toidd came In, that has been done. T wil
say that he is trying to do all that he can regarding the food lne, 1t §s hard
to wateh everything on the island all the time, but us fur ax price 1s concerned
I think the price Is very fair. I do hot know where you conld ot hard-hoiled
:ggs for 5 cents aplece. You can buy as many as you want for 5 cents each

ow,
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Mr, Canre. How much Is the hox?

My, SigGrr. $t and $1.50, depenrding on the size.

Mr. Cantr. What de you get?

Mr, Skl You get a half a dozen sandwiches, and you get severl apples,
anhd you get other Kimlx of frnit.  You get a piece of cheese. Tt is well worth
the money,

The CHAIMAN. Ax a matter of fact, that fanily hox I much cheaper tlmn
the same amount of food s sold for at any railvroad restuurant at any city
in New Jersey or probably in Chlcago.

Mr. Sierr., Absolutely., Then it has heen changed in this vespect. Yon ean
buy ench separate article individually at a very small price, so that you do
not have fo take n whole box., Yon ean take the uniform box if you want
to. The price of everything ix posted conspicuousty,  They had no move ldea
than the man in the moon that T was zolng to dreop in there on Docembier 1,
I did it purposely to see just whether the changes were usule, The clhianges
tn regard to these welfare ormnizations have been such that the people wlis go
over there to see them have rows of henclies to sit on,

Miss Fories, But my sirticles were written hefore those ehnuges were made,

Mr, Sieakt. T know that,

The CHAIRMAN. My experience is that cach commissioner who comes in be-
gins to inaugurate new reforms, and does the hest he can. and in spite of all
the varlous reforms, anid cverything done, there are still complaints of con-
dition. Just why, we doe not know, Mr, Wallace has us all hoping for great
changes. He told us all the various storles and polnted out the dirty places,
and was going to have evervthing cleaned up inside of 30 days. e did every-
thing that he could. He tore ont lavatories, cleaned out the sewers, tixed the
doors and everything, and in a few months, aecording to the storles, it was as
bad as it ever wns,

Miss IForprs. Not as far as cleanliness is concerned.

Mr. SikcEr. The physical construction of the building is such that it ‘was
never intended to handle the number of cases which it Is ealied upon to Lhandle,

The CHAIRMAN, I think so.

Mr. Smcer. And in addition to that, it Is practically impossible for any com-
missioner to pay the wages of the kind of men that he has over there. It is
just the same as a police commissioner.

The CiarMaN. Is there anything else now, Miss Forbes?

Miss ForBes. May I make another remark, please?

The CHATRMAN, Certainly.

Miss ForBes. I heard statements made that these people there are not pald
adequately and that is the reason, perbaps, we get that sort of people. But it
did seem to nie that so many of the people at the island were not Americans
in nationality and were not Americans in spirit. I mean the Awmerican man,
when he gets mad, he just gets mad. It ie really these forelgners who are
much worse than the Americans.

Mr. SikceL. Do you know that every one of those hoys that you have been
referring to are hoys that were in the service on the other side, and that not
a single one of those hoys could get employment on the island unless he was a
veteran who had seen service on the other stde? The reason he did not have
a uniform on was that the Governient did not provide any, and the salary
pald is so poor that he could not buy one. Now, that is the condition about
which you were not aware.

Miss ForBes. No; I was not,

Mr. Siecrr. BResldes that, they have to have another qualification. They
have to known an additional language hesldes the English language. Aud then
you ask them to go over there for $25 n week, nnd do all that work that they
are called upon to do, nnd work seven days a week.

Miss Fornes. Of course, there is the thought to be considered, but the fact
that they were ex-service men, of course, i to be commended, but there were
lots of men in thie service who could be brutal and who could be indecent.

Mr. Sikcrr. PPerbaps they were talking to some of the immigrants the way
some of the oflicers talked to them.

Miss Forbrs. That may he true,

Mr. Sikaer. The great trouble with Ellis Island bas heen, and is now, the
phys’cal construction, plus the Iack of decent pay to the men.

After you have had some men who bave been there 20 or 30 years, they are
part of the system; and the same would apply to the police systemn, 1 am not
defending thelr actlons, hecause this committee has tried In every possible way
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to ameliorate these condit ons every time we have been over were, and we have
been over there u number of times.

The CHAIBMAN. Are you ready to make any recommendations, Miss Forbes?

Miss Forses, May 1 make a brlef résumé of what I sald and what in my
humble opinion might be possible? First of all, let me say that I did not go
aver there with any feeling of unlimited immigration to this country. I would
not make this country the getting-off country, morally or any other way, If
ydou wnlmt one a week or seven a month, let them conie, but treat them sort of

ecently. ,

On this ship, when 1 came’ to know these people—that is, while I do not
sentimentalize about them, while I do not ignore the fuct that they were a
dirty mess of flithy humanity—where I knew they were coming over here for
money, even girls, with a grossly exaggerated idea of the opportunities, girls
who have been doing the hardest kind of manual labor on farms, domestic girls
who were poorly trained, who were expecting to come over here nnd make
good moiliey and dictate terms to American mistresses, but, in addition to that,
the very Jarge majority of them were definitely interested—idealistically, if you
please. in Amerlen and In its principles. ‘They were accustomed to law. They
were accustomed to regulation, They were accustomed to oheying ofiiclals, As
you go over there and see the laws which could be explained 80 easily as being
attractive to Ameriea, and which are highly justifiable—in fact, should be more
protective in my opinion—when we see them administered in a huphazard way,
when we see thewm ecarrvied out by people who are indecent, when we see the
rules twisted sometimes, when we see ourselves absolutely ignored, while we
who came on hoavd cane here for money particularly, and particularly because
we liked America angl because we were almost in awe of the Yanks—we were
hwaan—and when we see these things happening we come into Anierica pretty
we'l dissatisfled with any kind of law or regulation.

Mr. Smerer. You have to admit, however, that the great trouble, to a large
extent, was on board ship, as far as the stewards were concerned, and these
others that you mentioned?

Miss Forses, Yes: I do not think the steamship linez ure exculpable by any
manner of means.

Mr. S1eceL. We have no jurlsdiction over those steamships, because under the
international law they are supreme.

Miss ForBEs, I do think this—I do not know anything about international
relations—Dbut I do think that the doctors, even the better kind of doctors on the
English ship, resont the American interference, which is legitimate, and I think
there is a feeling there that does not help the immigrant’s case very much.

The CHAIRMAN, Feeling in what way?

Miss Fornes. The English doctor rather resents the American supervision in
any possible way?

The CHARMAN, The dactor helongs to the ship?

Miss Forees, Yes.

The CHAIRMAN, And he wants his dingnosis or his statement or report issued
to he finnl?

Miss Foures. Yes: the way it is on the other side.

The CHarrmMax. DId you hear of the case a little while ago at Ellls Island
where these American doctors did not like the looks of a man's skin?

Mis« Forres. The leprosy case, you mean?

The CramMan, Yer: the leprosy case,

Miss Fornes., Yes.

Now, briefly, anything that I would have to say would be, if possible, to have
more definite furisdt(-tlon of the minor ofticials.

My, SikcEr. You mean more supervision?

Miss ForBes. Yes.

The CrarMaN., Have you been at Ellis Island on any day when a couple of
ships unload 1,600 or 2,000 non-English speaking people at the island?

Miss Fornes., No. But, of course, I know that your voice gets higher when
you try to get a person to understand. .

Mr, Siecer. Have you been nt Ellis Island when a ship arrived from the
Mediterranean with all non-English speaking people?

Miss ForBes. No, sir.

Mr. SigceEr. You have not seen that situation?

Miss Forres. No, sir.

Mr. Sikckr. You have not seen a shipload arrive with people from Russia,
with people entirely foreign to our customs, not only in dress and speech, but
ways of living?
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Miss Fories., No.

Mr. StecrEr. You can not imagine how hard it would he to handie them at all
until you sce that.

Miss Foruks. But, s the paper which I represent suggested editorially u
1ittle while ago, does everyhody have to come to Ellis Island? Is that the only
place avatlable in the world?

Mpr. Sikcer. Noj we have got a statlon down here at Charleston, 8. C,, with
no ships going there,

The Cnatksan, They are using it for an overall factory, and the overall fac-
tory has gone hroke, .

Miss Foruks. T quite agree in the fact that underpaid officials are very much
overworked ; but does that explain the whole system?

The CxHamrMAN. Well, now, we will assume that your Ivish girl friends, ufter
they got sifted down a little, learned that the Government had begun to get
busy on telegrams to tind their relatives. Would you favor the holding of
thoxe girls temporarily in custody for a longz enongh period to find the rela-
tives—-in St. TLouls, Mo, for instunce?

M:ss Forisrs, Oh, undouhbtedly.

The CuamrMan, You would not eare whether it was two weeks or not?

Miss Fornes, 1 would, if it were humanly possible, have a system so that 1hey
would know whether that velative was going to be there when they got there,

The CHAIRMAN, Of course, that is all undertaken, as far us the Government
can do so3 but you understand that when people are temporarlly cetalned, the
Government sifts that down, and the GQovernment goes to considerable effo.t
and cxpense pursuing these relatives. In many cases the Government tele-
graphs here, there, and everyvwhere, and each one who is detained down there
for any period of time just adds to the congestion at Ellis Island?

Miss Forues. Yes, sir; 1 understand that.

The CHAIRMAN. And adds to the distress of the people who ave detained, and
who can not understand why they are belng detained.

Miss Forues. If they could get out they could find their relatives, or if they
could find some friend they might get in touch with thelr relatives.

Mr. Smzerr. A striking example of that was a case we hat the other day.
There is an Elizabethport, N. Y., and an Elizabethport, N. J. The telegraph
hoy sent the telegramn to Elizabethport, N. Y., instead of Klizaubethport, N. J.
The fanily was held up nearly a week. ‘T'here are a lot of those Incldents ve-
sulting without any fauit on the part of the people. Personally, I feel that
the remedy at the Island is n change in the physical construction of the place,
and increas2d pay for proper and efticient employees of the Government; and
1 might go one step farther, and say that we might in the course of time get
sonte arrangement with the ste;nghip compantes to carry United States luspee-
tors on bhoard, including women matrons.

The CiairMAN, You were not in the detention room?

Miss Forpes, My articles were not concerned with that at all. ‘There were
not any sensational exposés of Eilis Islamd, because I did not pretend to ana-
Iyze it. My charges ave agalust thie way the immigrants are conducted, from
two points, which you say Is not true; that they were not protected enough.

The CHAIRMAN, Oh, no. We have staod for heavier medleal examinations.

Miss Forpes. T would think that,

The CairMaN, We know that you can not inspect medically at the rate of
one every half minute,

Miss Fornes, That was my first contention.  Seconl, as to the examiuations,
they were carrled on in a way that even a man would think was unneeessary
and indecent by unnecessarily vulgar people.

Mr. Sigger. All that you have told us you could prohably find in speeches
delivered by the chairman of this commtittee and most all the rest of us who
have heen on this committee, wrging certain clinnges,

The Cramsman. I weuld like to ask this question: Are you being calledl upon
to deliver Jectures and statements of your experichees?

Miss Fornes, Three or four, A lot of women'’s clubs in Chteagn, starting with
the Chienge Wonien’s Club legislative committee, asked me if I would speak
before them, preparatory to their understanding the situntion and telegraphing
1o Mr. Siegel, whose name was first connected with this, to tind out a liftthe
nore sthout it. The women's clubs whose committees have come here to sit
arounl as visitors, who have reported rather glowing uccounts. I have made
a :‘tn(enwnt before some of those clubs, not for propaganda In any sort of a
way. *

————

<
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As amntter of fuct, I can not afford to jeopardize my job, because I am only
a very minor employee, by going out and speaking, except in cases of personal
rriends. With the Chicago Women's Club I aid, hecuuse it is a factor,

The CHARMAN, Did you speak in St. Louis?

Miss Foruks. No, sir.  Oh, no; I never left Chicago. It has been more divert-
ing than informational, I think. It has hieen propaganda, and my paper does
not know anything about it, because I did not want them to think that I had
lost my head wanting to go around being a publicity seeker.

The CiamMan. The Chicago Tribune, editorially for n considerable period
past, has favored the restrictlon of immigration, hasn’t it?

Miss Forses, Exactly. : )

The CuaikMan. Well, I do not kuow of anything more, Miss Forbey,

Mr, Sieckn. I have read your articles very carefully and I agree with you;
you have not attempted in any of them to give us auy facts regarding the
istand which are not accurate or correct.

Miss Forues. I do not want to be a sob sister.

Mr. Si¢eL. You have not done that. Of course, you did not stay at Ellis
Island overnlght?

Miss Forers. No, sir; becnuse even if I had been there—there were a thou-
sand there when I got there. Our ship sailed back again Friday and I think
all of us were eleared up then except two or three who were sent back,

Mr. Sikckr. | was on the fsland myself that week.

The CRarMAN. Why don't yoa get the Tribune to send you back there for
Cliristias? .

Miss Forues, IFrom your remarks, I am going to wire them to-night and see
it they will,

The CiARMAN. AS near uas 1 can make out, we think there will be a thou-
ol oF nlore excess quota held there pending ddeparting ships, and we have
the customiry number detained for temporary reasons, but I think to-day we
have, voughly, about 2,000 new immigrants, and other ships in the harbor,
according to the New York papers. There is bound to be tremendous conges-
t'on and much stress there during Christmas. The public ought to know about
these things. 1 should think the Tribune would be glad to send you over
there. I am sure that Mr, Todd, Mr. Uhl, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Landis, and
all the rest of them will he only too glad to give you every facility for seeing
everything,

My, Sikcrn. In addition to that you will see the new $15,000 organ which Mr.
Tudd has presented to the island in memory of his uncle.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, unless the committee has any more questions to ask,
I will express the appreciation of the conmittee to Miss Forbes for coming
here and talking to us,

Mr, Canre. I was wondering if she would mnke u short, concise, statewnent
of the recommendations, just in one sentence.

Miss Fornes. I think there were four or five points in that last résumé.

Miss Fogres. May T just say just once more that I am not grossly exaggerat-
Ing these wild storles and rumors of Eilis Islaud treatment, neglect, and im-
morality, inspection of women by men, and women sent back if they would not
subject themselves to things which they should not do. I found nothing of
that sort at all on the hoat, and T found nothing of that on the istwml. T wonder
that you did not find it on the hoat.  Of course, the captain is culpable theve.
The girls, wherever there were any indiseretions, were mwre to blnwme than
the men,

The CHAIRMAN. As 0 matter of fuel, you can readily nnderstind that we can
nos Liclp the rumors and statements that are made in other countvies about
Ellis Istand, and 1 can see in a minute how persons have been returned for
reasons which hey did not suspect, or their nelghbors did not suspect, and
when (hey veturnet to their omes they were obliged to put up sonie sort of
a story, and (hat spreads all over.  Stovies of hardship In (he steerage have
raged ever sinee there has heen a steerage.

Miss Foruks. 1t is much better sinee the open steerage.,

Fhe CHATRMAN. Now, coming to the other questions, T wontd hate (o start hi
aow o tesvel in Russin. T would he filled with apprehension if T «did start.
In faet, I now go inte Chlengo with some little apprehension as to how I aun
zoing to got arommd.

Miss Fornes. But vy point is that beeause the thing is right now diffienlt to
admmister it does not particulavly make the fmmigrant, and shoutd not foree
the fnaptgrant to say, * Well, we have to expeet it heeause the people are not
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pald anything, wid therefore they can insult us”" [ do not think that is an
adequate explunation. 1t is not enough to me to say that these nien ¢an inspect
me any way they want, or make any indecent remarks to me thiat they want,
simply beenuse they are pald a small salary.

Mr, Sikcer. For Instauce, to-day word came to the effect that T was on the
island last Friday. 1 was down here attending a hearing. T alo not know how
the report got out, but when I go baek to New York, as I intend to, T am
going to try to find out about ft. ANl we can do is to legislate. We ean not
administer. That 18 not our task,

Miss Forses. I noticed thnt since T got buck. Various lnwyers, who perhaps
are trying to ndvance wrong things, mafds of freicnds of mine, are coming with
all sorts of wild tales. You have to be very eareful and diseriminating in the
storfes that you bhelieve, becaure it s something that can be greatly exagyger-
ated and entorged and lied about.

Mpe. SieGeL. Of course, you know that since you have heen there we have put
off one-third the force, nnd we have other people there.  Mr. Landis has arrived
on the scene and helped to take charge of it. There have heen a lot of changes,
and I do not think you will recognize part of the island when you go back.
Commissioner Todd is a very well-to-do man und s bringing ta bear some
very hard work, which he has done in everyday life. Besldes that, he did not
seck the positlon,

Mr. WHite. I would like to express the Liope that the man in ¢ivilian clothes
who was guilty of such coarse indecency in his language and his treatment of
fiinigrants has lost his job, 1 hope so.

Mr. SiEGEL, 1T do not think he is a Government ofticial.

Mr. CanLe. Who would he represent, then?

Mpr, Si1eGre. e might he a representative of the steamship lines, for all we
know. Wasn't he on the barge?

Miss Forpes. He was on either the Addie or the Gencral Putnam,

Mr. Sieeer, Didn't he seem to go bhack and forth for people. bringing the
people aver from the ship?

Miss Fories. Yes; on the barge; but if he had heen on the steamship I would
have seen him on the way over.

Mr. Sikoken. And you did not see him?

Miss Forbes. No, sir. .

Mr. SikGer. DIdn’t you see him on the day that the ship came up from quaran-
tine and reached the dock? Dldn't he conie on board then?

Miss Forurs. I did not see him,

Mr. SikceL. When was the first time you saw him?

Miss Fornis. T dkd not see him until we got on the harge.

Mr. StrGeL. You are going down to New York?

Miss Fories. I am going to try to.

Mr, SisuiEL. Would it not be &t good ldea for you just to watch the arrival of
those harges to see whether or not you can ldentify him?

Miss Forues. Yes, sir; I know I coulil.

Mr. WHITE. Did you mnke any effort to identify him?

Miss Forpes: No; hecause I was part of a system that was being hurried on
then, and T conld not ask. 1 could identify him positively if I saw him.

Mr. SikceEL. Why not try that?

Miss Forsrs. 1 shall be happy to do so.

Mr. Sikgrr. If you get any information, send it on to Mr. Johnson or myself,
and we will do whatever we can abhout the matter,

The CHARMIN. Now, then, this series of hearings will be suspended until the
call of the chairman,

To the committee 1 appointed, with Mr, Cable a8 chafrman, to study Aus-
tralian and Canadian immigeation laws, let e say [ will see them about that
to-morrow,

(Whereupon, at 4.25 o'clock p. m.. the hearing was edjourned subjeet to the
cnll of the chairman.)

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION,
YIoUSE oF IEPRESENTATIVES,
Thursday, January 12, 1922.
‘I'he committee met at 10.30 0. m.. Hon. Albert Johnson, chairman, presiding,
The CHarMAN, T want to place a few matters hefore the members of the com-
mittee go that the information wilt be In the record: Firest, T want to call atten-
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tion to a letter, dated Junuary 10, 1022, by ‘Thowas J. Stead, for the Cunard
Steawship Co, (Ltd.), explufiung the sitwitlon in connection with xtatements
made by the Departinent of Labor conderning the extimustion of the Hungarian
quoti,  The letter reads as follows:

Tue Coxarp Steamsume Co. (L),
Washington, . C., Junuary 10, 1922,
Hon. ALBERT JonNsoN,
Chairman of the House Inmigration Commnmitiee, Washington, 1. €.

My DeAr Sie: You will reenll that there appeared in the papers throughout
the country on December 19 last communicat.ons wddressed by Secretary of
Labor Davis fo the Secretary of State amd the Attorney Generul, soverely
eriticising the steamship lines in general and the Cunard Line in particular,
T'o quote from his letter to the Attorney General:

* Several days ngo a Cunard Line stemmer brought more than 300 Hungarinns
in one load, In the fuce of the fuct that on December 1 the Hungarian quota
wins quite exbausted.  ‘They also knew tlt other ships were bringing Hun-
gariaus, they having sailed some time prior to the ship of the Canard Line.”

Aud also from the one to thie Secretary of Stite:

“The chief oftender In this Instance iy the Cunvd Steamship Line, which
arrived at New York on or about December 10 with somewhat more than 300
of this mationality on board. This vessel ig said to have salled from South-
ampton on or about December 3 and from Cherhourg on or about December
4, it being understood that the Hungarluns were embarked at the latter port.
Some of these wllens were ndmissible under exemptions found in the Iaw, but
at lust uccpunt 204 of them hud been found to be actually in oxeess of the
yearly gquota amd, therefore, mundatorily excluded frdm sdmission.”

You will nete that Seeretary Davis bases his accusations aguinst the Cunard
Line beeause of an allegad excess earrying of Hungarlans on the Aquitania,
which sailed from Cherbourg December 3, 1921, ‘The figures issued by the
bureau show that 300 Hungarians were still admissible on December H, 250
on December 21, and 78 on December 31, in spite of the fact that o blanket
order was Issucd admittink excesy quotn cases Decembor 24,

IFrom the above fizures only one conclusion can be drawn, amt that s that
every Hungarian who urrived on the Aquitania and was denjed sulinission as
being in excess of qiota was eligible for ndmission at the time of the arrival
of this steamer,

As a matter of fuet, there has been so mueh confusion cnused abvoiud by the
fssuance by the Department of Inmigration of two sets of figures, i. e, the
so-called quotn figures andd the figures of actunl admissions, that on December 21
Seeretary Dunne, of the Liverpool Steamship Conference, called, in part, as
follows:

“ Regarding Hungary, no informatton recelved from New York that November
quotn had been filled, but on December 6 Government advised yearly quota
exhausted December 5. On Decemlier 7 Government advised that previous
intimation was wrong, and bhalance admissible on Decembier 1 was 496, with
100 allotted to December 5, leaving bulance of 380,  Lines submnit that with such
fonccurate and contlicting information impossible for them gauge position
correctly and most unjustiy lay blume on steamship 1ines for any overeareyings,
which would not have oceurred had reliable fuformation heen availabte in thne
to check departures. Lines contemd as apparently so diflicult for Government
officials in Washington give exact informution at any time lines on this slde
ean hardly be expected to Judge correctly what will be position of quotas one to
three weeks in aillvanee, us Is necessary here.”

T have submitted thig statement to Mr. Hushand, Commissioner General of
Immigratton, anil on the ground of the weekly reports he admits that the above
is substantially correct. 1 feed that a gross injustice has heen done the Canard
Line by the publication of the letters of the Seeretury of Labor, and that the
necusations therein were absolutely unjustified.

I will greatly appreciate i€ you will inforin your colleagues on the House
Immigration Committee of the above facts,

Truly, yours,
Tios. J. STEAn,
Por the Cunard Steamship Co. (14d.).

In that connection, following the hearvings, the Congressional Information
Bureau, because of the fact that we discussed the matter with one of the wit-



