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TALES TRAMPS TELL.

“THEIR WAILS OF WOE MUST OFTEN BE
VERITABLE WORKS OF ART.

By a Special Contributor.

ESIDES stulying the persons of whom Be begs sad
to whom hs alapts his “ghost stories” as their dif-
ferent natures requive, tho tramp also has to eep in
snind the time of the day, the state of the westher, and
tho character of the community in which he is begging
The on rdless of these de-
tsils, and asks for things which have no relation with the
time of the day, the season, or the locality.
It is bad form, for inustance, to ask eatly in thp momm-
{ing for money to buy a glass of whisky, and it is cqually ia-
opportune to request a i towasd the paurch

the woman watchel me. The new specles Interested her.
she

and
and put ber hands bebiod her back
“] don't keep a hotel,” she sald, rather indignantly,
#Bat, madam, I want to pay yon I'm 8o begpar”
~You woulda't have got it if yon bad beea. Good-by.™

Esch Has His “System

The numwmhwo!mumbeuum.m
larredy lated by and experi but
even the amateurs among them have theories about the
profession, and they are never more inf than when
altting sromad ssme “hang-out” campfice,
notions of the kind of “ghost storiea® thet go best with
different sotts of people, Izdeed, the bulk of their tims
is pansed in conferences of this character. Each map, liks

the passicmate gambler, . o
i its “intricacies. The majority

of a rallway ticket lato st pight. The “tenderfoot™ is a
to make both of thess mistakes; tke expert never. TE:
stealy patrons of beggars—and al) old hands at the busi-
snd bave such—eeldom: realire how completely adjusted
to Jocal conditions “ghost stories” ate. They probably
tBink that they have heard the story told to them time and
agaln, and in the same way, but if they cbserve carefully
gqﬂuxmnnymmt,duuh&lmmunof
e voice or the tone of expression, it is different on rainy
o oshaed aar o dinctmiaath, and expet IOEESS
aar to diged: te, and be;
realize-that much of thelr finesse is Iost, cven on porsons
who give to them, but they are artists in thelr way, and
bellevs in “art for art’s sake” Thes, too, it {a always
possible that they will cncounter somebody who will ap-

preciate their talent, and this is also a gratification. |

Seasonsdle Begging. * o

Spaaking generally, thees §s mors hegging done in winter |
than in summer, and in the East and North than in the,
South and West, but some of the claverust begging takes

| the gensrous

ing the mag” about

of the systems are fouuled on the tramp’s Whowledge of
women,  Taking the countcy at large, he scea more of
women ou his begging teurs than of men, and it Is ooly
patoral that bls theorstical calculations should be basied
maioly with women. Ssme tramps believe tbat they can
tell to & micsty what a blonde woman will give in excess
of & brunette, or vice versa, and the same of a lacge
wornan in contradistinetion to & amall ons. Much of thelr
theotislug ia thess matters is as futile as ia the gambler's
estimate of bis chances of luck, but cestain it is that after
a long apprenticeship they become phenomepally accurate
in “gizing up® people; and It is he who can corsectly “size
up” the greatest number of people at fnt glasca and afapt
himself to thelr peculiatities, that comes out winner in

the atraggle,

Next in {mportasce to the adility to appraise comectly
tendencles of his patyens asd to modulate
his volee and to concoct storles accordlug to thelr tastes,
comes ths tramp’s clothes and the way hs woats them, It
probahly seems to most persous that the tramp paver

b his clothes, and that ke always looks as tattered

place in the wann montha, It iy paratively easy to
got something to eat and a bed in a lodging-hense when
the thermometer stands 10 deg. below zere. A man feels
mean in refusing an appeal to bis gencrosity at this time
of ths year. “I may be cold and hungry soms iy my-
selt,” be thinks, and ko gives thoe beggar & dlme or two.

In summer, cn the other band, the tramp bas mo fress-
ing weather to help him out, and has to fnvent excosss.
Zvcn the story of “no work” is of Jittle use in the swsmmes.
This Is ths scason, as & rule, Whea work is most pleatiful,
and when wages are highest, and the tramp knowa it, and
1s aware that the public also usderstapds this much of
political ecomomy. MNoverthelozs, ke must live in summer
as well a3 in winter, and he bas to plan differently for
both seasons

The main difference between his summer and winter
campaigns in that he generally travels la summer, takiag
in the small towns whese people are 1833 “on to bim,” and
whers thers are all kinds of free “dosses” (places to sleep)
in the shape of barns and smpty bemes Ia November bs
soturns to the_cltos again to get the benest of tha col3-
;uum' “dodge® or gees South to Florida, Loulsiase and

exas

Prebably 1500 eastern and morthern itamps winter in
the South every year. Their luck thets seems to be en-
tirely individual; some do well and others barely live.
They are all giad, however, to return North in April and go
gver their old routes again,

An amusing experience that I bad mot long sgo illua-
trates the differemt kind of tactics necessary in the tramp's
summer campalyn. So far a3 I know ke has mever made
use of the story that did me such good ssrvice, and that
was {old in all truthfolness, but it has since occurred to
ma thst he might Sod it useful, and I-relats it Bess 30
that the yeafer mgy not be taken vuawares if soms tramp
“should attempt te get the benefit of it,

A Clever Tramp's Scheme.

In the spring of 18g8 I bad to make an inspection for a
rallroad company of the trawmp situation on seme railsoads
in the Mi2dle West. Duriny the first month of the {nvesti-
gation I lived Kike a veritable tramp, 58 far as traveling
was cozcerned, knt I pald for my meals cut of funds sent
to me in zmall instaliments by a fricnd in the East. Osce
the semittance from the East was delaysd a Lttle, and I
found myself one day at dibmer time down to my last
nickel. of

and torn a3 when they happen to swe him, but tha expert
has almost a8 many “changes” as the sctes. Sowe days
he dregses very poorly; this is generally the case in win-
ter, and om other days be looks as nest axd clean aa the
ordinary dusiness man. It all dcpends on the weather and
the “best™ he kas chosen for the day’s work. Every motn-
ing before ho atarts out on dis tour, be takes o 10k at the
weather and decides upos bis “beat” The “beat” selected,
he puts on the “togs” which he thiaks sults the weather,
and sway be goes for better or for worse. In New York
City there ars probably a bundred selentific beggars of
tﬁ:mmw.muuﬂveunﬂuamthwvlu
s yearly incomo of $2000,
Susdsy On the Rord

Bunday is tha dismalest day in the week {o the aversge
tramp, tha begar whe is content with his thres meals &
hyndl.plun(omdmlnntnlmlntlh'mn
who g0 00 A tramp for the first time expect that Sunday is
going to be say different from any other day in tbe week.
They usually reach “the road” on & week day, afier a de-
bauch, and they Sod that their soiled clothes and genenal
unkampt conditien differentiste them in public thoromgh-
fazes very Little from bundreds of workingmen. o police~
tan worries them with suspicious glances, and In large
cities they pass unchalienged even in the dead of night.
Todeed, they recelve so little notice from any oae ibat
they woader Bow they bad ever imagined that outcasts
wese such marked buman belogs M

Then ctomes tbeir first Sunday. They get up out of
their hayloft, or whetever it may be that they lay down
the night before, prepared to look for thelr breakfast just
as they &8 on the day before, and aftes brushing of their
clothes and washing themselves at some pump of public
faucet, they start cut. In a small tows they feel that
something is wrong before they bave gone & block, and by
q o'clock in large towns they decide to go without ther
breakfast, 1f they have not yet got it. A change has come
over the earth; they seem ont of place even to themselves,
and they returm through back strests to their lodging-
bouses ot tetreats on the ouuk!n:f nf'&ho IOI-I'I, siocerely
reyxetting that axe travelers e TOR
Tnn'l;et of :::m the world bave 1o thask this Sun-
day nausea that they aro today -workers and not tramps.
The Jatter fecl the effects of it to the end of their days;
it is as unescapable a3 death, bat, like certain sea-faring
men who mever get entirely free of seasickness and yet

I vas in quite a P and on
the day in question we were “heating” our way on &
Sreight train toward a town whers there was & poorhouse
night sbelter, Noon time found ta all huagry, and we got
off the train at & small village to look fer lunch. It was
such a diminutive place that it was decided that each man
should pick out his pasticulsp “beat,” and confine his
sesrch to the fow hovses it contained. If some failed to
gt anything, thoss who wers moss succesxful wers to bring
e et vt ap spers

y was a0 sparsely getiled that I handly ex-
pectad to get so much as & piece of bread, becanse th’ou-
tire villsge waa knowa to hate tramps, but an Inspiration
came to e a3 I was croasing the Selds, and I got a “set
Jown" and a “hand-out” at the first house I vislted.

Tha nterview at the back door ran thus:

invited ms into the dining-room,
Zave M4 & mest satisfylng meal, There wers 29 com-
versztional interroptiona T ats my meal {n sllence, and

b

tinue as sallors, so o}d vagabonds learn to expect and
endure the miserable sensations which they experience o8
the Srat day of the week. Thess senastions ase due to
tha remnant of mashood which:is to be fousd in mealy
all tramps ‘Tha bulk of them are for all practical pur-
poses ontcasts, but at beeakfast time, on Sunday morning,
they have emoticns which on week days no one would
give them cxedit for, )

1t was my fate, some years ago, to be one of a collection
of wanderars who had to while away & Sunday in a “Sug-
aut” on & bleak praisie in Western Xansas We had doth-
ing to eat or drink, and practically nothing to talk sbout
except our dismal lot. Toward nightfall we got to dis-
cussing in ail saraestaess the missrableness of our exist-
Anu.umllhlndnyunmmbemlm::wks of &
fellow-safierer whem we called “West Virginla Brown.”
e was supposed to be the degenerate scion of a noble
Euglish family, aad was one of the best educated men I
have ever met in Hobolaod, He toolk little part fa the ges-
erad pumbling, but at last tbere was 8 lull ia the con-
vecsation, and be spoke up.

o] wonder,” ke said, “whather the good peopls who rest
¢ Sunday %o to chorch and bave their best dinner in the
week, realize how life is tuened upside down for us on that
day. There have always been men like us In the world,

*gud it 1s for vs as much ¢ for any one, 30 far as I know,

that religion exists, and yet the day In the week set apatt
for religion is the hardest of all for us to worry through.
Was it, or wasa't it, the intention that ostcasts were to
have religion? The way things are now we are mads to
Took upen Sunday and all that it means with batred, 20d
yot I dou't beliove that there’s any oae i the wosld who

tries to be any squarer to 2is pals than we do, and that's
what I csll belng good.”

The last “the road” knew of Brown he was servisg &
five-years’ sentence i a Camadian limbo. Klis lot camnot
be but inks that on S at Jeast, he 1
glad that ke is not cutmde, JOSTAR FLYNT.
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