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The ‘Chicago "Bodrd’ of Elec
tion. Commissioners pays
$84,000 a year for eight. full-
time investigators. who ‘appar-
ently do nuthlng much more

Kusper Probers

vestlgalwe team, as well as
the rest of the office, is under-.
manni

Kusper said his investigators
are kept busy checking city

wor|

The board offices in the City
Hall are an investigator's
dream, as revealed by Tribune
Reporter Wiltiam' Mullen, who
worked under cover there for
three months_and by himself
discovered more than a thou-
sand election irregularities,

Mullen® found that the evi-
dence is obvious to - anyone
with access to the records.

“Too Many Files"

But Stanley T. Kusper,
chatrman of the board, told
The, Tribune in 2 recent inter-
view that there- are too many
files.

“It would be an i

lists with the poll
sheets, serving notices, and
notifying™ - recently-convicted
¢riminals that they no longcr
will be able to vote.

“They have to check the
names to make sure the per-

son convicted is the same one |.

on the polt sheet,” he said.
The ‘investigators have been
working recently on the
charges leveled in the special
aldermanic election in the 7th
and 2d Wards. But that is be:
causd someone _leveled
charges. There is no time to
make & routine mvusllgatwn,

-1 Kusper sald.

“ll one of our inveshgawrs
should make' the mistake (of
‘showing apy initiative and de.
velop a fraud'case on his own,
he would get knocked down so

fast that he wouldn't know H

what happened. i

“Our appfroach to an investi-
gatlon is! first to assure the
accused, ‘We don't believe you
did snythmg wrong—nomnten
Monally, anyway,' " .

Kusper brushed aside nllegn
tions -that séme - judges and
poll watchers had been mig:
treated during election day.

Kusper also_lectured that it

was' difffcult “to: avoid sug-
gesting that unjistified
charges Inevnlnbly add t{o dis-
_respect for elecuon, ws,' and
reasoned | that LEAP. repre-

at and other certified

job” he sald, because his in-

— Anotlier

put It
another way: .

judges were oustcd on clection

day because they, failed to ap-
pear on time. LEAP, which
stands for Legal Elections in
All Precincts, Is a watehdog
group,

No Qne Clmked

ing some Tribune reporters,
assert lhey were there on lime,
and that' no lnves!lgalor from
the' Election Board ever asked

‘Blind’ to Fraud

their side of the story.
Kusper admitted that before
he made the ‘statement he did
not make sure hi$. investiga-
fors had interviewed the

,' judges "who 'were su.mmnrlly
The rejected. judges, includ- |

dismissed.

“Do we go-out ‘and mt ‘to
find it? felection viofations]"
Kusper asked. “No, we do
not.t pes




