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he Mirage kept waiting for Lpu Cyddy 10
make his move. :
That's how payvoff$ usually start. The offi-

. cial, the inspector dr the cop sfalls pround
afd hints that maybe “something ¢an be
w@rked out.” | .
ut  Cuddy. a police invesfigator who
checks applications for liquor licenses| never
bidged. He just kept saying, *“It's gof to be ‘

Council'sispine-
less step, an edi-
i torial; Page 45.

o : 4 2 2 . e

State Revenue | Department announces
special unit to probe tax cheating; [Page 7. [

dqne right,” B tigate the'tavern—its background an financ-’
he Mirage -had finally met spmeope who ing—before the city would grant a|license., :

foflowed the lagy. IR The Mirage kept| its wallet handy| just in
ut even as CUL"W tried to do pis dity, the *  case. It had talked L\nth tavern owners across
clput artists in City:Hall were making|sure it - the city who said théy routinely gave payoffs
« whuld all be for nothing. This is (Chicdgo. T to licensing officers. “I gave mine $100,” one
mber. tavern owner said. [t was, sort of, ygu know, ; A )
The Mirage — a’ ta\'em opergted fpt fo‘m‘ good will.” ‘\ ‘ Copyright 1978 'rm Chicayo Sun- hmek ngtl. Photo by Jim Fm!!
n" nths by The Sun-Times and the | Better BU the fivst thing Cuddy did was hhnd over HIS JOB is} to investigate applications for liquor licenses. A d ‘unhk -pther cityilicens-
Government Assn. at 731 N, Wellg — fifst saw . Ti ing officials the Mirage encountered, Officer Lou Cuddy tdok tns dut|es senously He !
Cyddy on July 8. It was Cuddy’s [job t inyés- f‘ Turn tq Page 6 was photographed at his desk through a window at the Arela 6 Licersipg Unit. k ' :
. ; ' " : | | _ ;
L \ . ;
| I . . K
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Chlccgoan Frank McGarr fculs to get nod as d rq.'
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iContinued from Page 1 . | - The Sun-Times and dy? Wab he merely belng very cautious in the fnsurance agency. The Mirage had shopped .
a wiitten warning that any effort to Influence the Better Govern-| ;Jake of the recenth tayem-sl}?qkedown scan- carefully here. :

¥ ! Mt * ; ment Assn.ran al als? Or was he an honest cop’ It first tried Near North Insur: e
him with a ‘gratuity, would be considered a . {7 Near North Side bar,;  The Mirage decided in early Octoberto try  owned by "Cook Coun:;l‘IBsoua:; Cel;:egsigg{
bribe and prosecyed as a felony. o Oy " the Mirage, for four| the licensing process again. It already owned  George: W. Dunne. Everybody in the neigh-

The Mnrage would apply for two glfferent y = %7 months to investigate|  aliquor license that permitted it to stay open borhood said this was the' company that did
Hiquor licenses before it was through. Cuddy . : corruptlon and fraud’ . until 2 h.m. Now it would apply for a 4.0/clock  the big favors. But Near North, it turned out
would always play it straight. . [ “in the tavern business. | license| which is much harder to obtain. wasm't Interested. An agent for the firm said
= * o o a A : This is the 11th article | This {would be done strlptly for enlight- it preferred dealing with such clients ‘as the
Cuddy, working out of the Area 6 Licensing - of a continuing serles. . enment. The Mirage had a firm date, Oct. 31, Ritz-Carlton and was discouraging small tav-
Unit, 2452 W. Belmont, announced that he : | to stop|operating and would néver be able te  erns, : o
wanted fingerprints, identification papers and firage. He now announced,’in fact, | use such a license. The snobs.
affidavits. He wanted all kinds of other infor- that he was starting to wondér about that red-| City Hall informed the Mirage that it would So the Mirage went to another, smaller
mation, i50. WO was going to handle the Mi- . head who scemed to be running the Mirage| ~bave g cirgulate petitions and obtain the sl . 2 ooed 1o be helpful, It bought from the
rage’s vending machines? Did the front win- - behind |the. scenes. The redhead was Sun- ©. natures of half the voters who lived within 400 Marzullo & Romano Insurance Agency. This
|dow offer a clear view of the tavern interior,  Times reporter Pamela Zekman. | I ‘fegt of the tavern. The Mirage picked Up & o004’y pretty sood deal. Ald. Vito Marzullo

ns required by law? “ewell have o check her out,” e sald, |  Voterresistration list and went to worke (25th) was the symbol of plentiful power. Joe
July became :August. Cuddy sald he was It wak later Jearned that Cuddy believed the | But |there was a Chicago-style problem . pgon o0 wiq the dealing. ;
sorry, but he couldn’t go any faster. The fin-  Mirage| planned to become a glrlie jolnt = herle. ] heiMirgge 'ﬁ"“ld“t find el the voters But the clout was not as advertised. Ror
-|gerprints were SﬂP being processed. He want-  with reporter Zekman as the madam. But all| on“‘t{s Jeg 5“;?‘}1 on list. 1d list” sald the Jand.  mano, tolT of the Mirage's problems stalled

ed more information. the Mifage Knew at the time was that Cuddy, | YO TSt have an old g 000 e phar for days. The anticipated closing date of Oct

The Mirage, meanwhile, was befng wooed  had sent the lquor license spplication to| ooy & & MUY s oo 8t ) came and went. '
{by about two dmf“ vending operators. Afid . downtown police headquarters for what might; man moved away e long time 8g0.% And the Mirage was gettl ded. 1t

the operators, wise to the ways of Chicdgo,  .be an |nterminable vice check. i | ° o cou?d e Mirage was getting worriec.

pretend it was ‘“closed for redecorat-
said they knew what was up. This [had gone far enough. The Mirage de-) . It wasn’t an old list. It was Just agood old  ine” for only so long. It would have to give uj
“They're playing games with you,” said cided tp try a little clout — not with Cuddy.  Chicago list. More than 30 voters were; miss- ltsgbuildin yso'on —g;md all hope of fo%low‘np )
Kem Thom, owner of the Western Music Co. - but ardund him. On Aug. 5, it called Frank|  ing frgm within 400 feet of the Mirage ~ 18 . '8 soon, P ing
e : W m. 8. % raik] . ing from within irage; the licensing process to the end.

You ggttq have someone call for you, You Bruno,| the precinct captain and adminis- from that landlady’s building alone. K i
gotta haye someone at City Hall” trative| aide to Cook County Board President| Yet [Rosarlo Morales, the assistant precinct LA S ¢

The vending operators, unbeknown'to the  Georgg W. Dunne. ’ . i captain under Frank Bruno, said this was no The Mirage decided to call Ald. Marzullo,
Mirage, started, calling Cuddy to see what Brudo said he would look Into the matter,  problgm. He told the Mirage it should “find  who, as it happens, shouts even louder over

' right away. He asked no money for the use of three [people, give the people three different the telephone than Officer Cuddy.
his claut. He cared only agout votes. A pre- ~ - kinds|of pencils and then have them take "e ' can't help you on this!” Marzullo
cinct daptain provides favots all year, He ex:  turns pigning hames.” ‘ shouted. “You gotta see the alderman of that
pects gbedience, in return, at,election time. The| Mirage said thanks, but no thanks. It wardy We got strict orders!t In my ward, I'd

Brujo, never a man to mes around, called ~ wanted the petition tobe jake. = © be able to help you, but the place is not in my
back in five minutes. He $aid the Mirage 1Thf]ilt mTanls, algs, thatc the pE;tiiﬂon would  yardy” : .
could pick up Its license later'the same day. also be a little unkempt. Counterfeit petitions ;

Jeit Allepf’who played the role of Mix};ge  signed by people with three pencils are neat an'?;epxlx; ‘;5; :ad obviously wasted its insur-
owner] went to City Hall and saw Sgt. Vince ~ and clean and nice. But when you actually go There was one last chance. It was time to
Gavin] the policeman there in charge of - 10 the trouble of spending weeks with a peti- call Frank Bruno again, He had done it onces
quor licenses. Gavin said the Mirage’s license tion, ¢arrying it from door to door, passing it Maybe he could do it ag'ain '
had ben tentatively approved the day before  [rom hand to hand, that piece of paper suf: “T'll call ya right back,” Bruno sald,
but was being stalled because a few people” - fers. | 1t worked this way. Bruno called Sgt. Gavin .
still whndered if the Mirage was going tobe s  Thy Mirage's potition suffered especially gy city Hall. Gavin called Cuddy and ordered -
girlie Joint. . when|somebody made a mistake and threw Ity 1o Jet up, Cuddy was then forced to tell

Amdng those people, he sald, was Mayor I the garbage with the coffes grounds. Allin 40 wirage that one simple affidavit, signed
Bilandic. all, itwas a petition destmed tp make Officer by the Mirage’s owner, would do. But Cuddy
“Arb you going to have go-go glrls?” Gavin  Cuddy an angry man oncé again. He received gt apout to collapse entirely.
asked| “1 was talking to the mayor and he © the petition on Oct. 28 f‘“d immediately called - ¢ still would advise you to get more signa-
was cpncerned that you were going to have the Mirage. § tures, just to make sure,” he said. “It’s got to
go-go irls and he told me to ask you.” “What did you do with these lists, put them be done right.” ;
Alleh said there would be none of that. He ina ltlfnder?" he shouted. “I can’t read these The Mirage went door to door again land
added that he was Hattered the mayor had  signatures. Who doyou think I am—Houdinl?” . rajsed the number of signatures to ™. TH de-
taken |such an interest in p little neighbor- But Cuddy started checking the signatures.  Jivered the petitions and the affidavit to Cud-
hood favern like the Mirage. ; He checked them one by one. And then he gy on Nov. 3.
‘Alldn took his license, Gavin offered some  called back with the bad news. He calculated Six days passed. Nothing happened. |
advice. < d “P11 finish work on this as scon as(I c(an,"
“You be nice to Frank Bruno,” he said. N i . i Cuddy said. . i
T S _ w“He kalled down here this morning about sfl”‘would adw.se you to ge, o o o !
Copyright 1978 The Chicaso Sun-Times) Sun-Times Photo your Jicense. You're in his area. You be nice mor: s:gnafures, IUS# to make i
v The Mirage, in its heart, wanted to see Cud-

OFFICER CUDDY became perturbed when to Frank Bruno,” Y . ' §
vending operators who w}:nte d the M- Alien headed over to the other side of City sure. It's got to be done thf. O %w ey antéxpake fe stk Budt
: Hall fo be nice to Frauk Bruno. Bruno said ho that khere were 169 registered voters within ietnzésuor;igledlgﬁgyt: ieip Eacse}xli(‘)gtavem o
Yo see if he would hurry up the paperwork ;‘;as glad to be of s?wice, No thanks neces 400 féet of the Mirage. ’%he Mirage, with only And on Nov. 9 even as Cuddy was toiling
o1 . ry. “If there’s anything: you need, give me Y )
on the tavern's liquor license application. a call,” he said : 66 signatures, was far short of the required away over the petition, Bruno called| the Mi-
“What in the hell is golng on?” he de- i o half.! rage. “I just wanted to tell you your license is
- manded. o. 0. @ The Mirage protested that the registration ~ ready,” he said. .
) - And what of poor Cuddy? He was taking it list was filled with ghost voters. But Cuddy Jeff Allen went to City Hall to pick up a
might be arranged, It was just another ser-  {n stfide. His superiors had decided to push  said there was nothing he could do. He had to license that would never be used. He} stopped
vice for prospective cistomers. But it hardly the Hitense through, and that was that: Cuddy follow the list. - by Bruno's office to thank him again.
worked out the way they thought it would. . was' philosophical, t00, about all those calls Alice; in Wonderland never had it as bad as “You got around pretty fast after you got ta
Cuddy called the Mirage on Aug. 4. He was  from|the Mirage’s vending operators. He sald Cuddy In Chicago. Cuddy wanted to go by the know me,” Bruno said. .
angry, “What in the hell is going on?” he he whs used to these annoyances — used,to Jettdr of the law. That meant he had to en- 'fI uqderstand.tl\e petition {s still infCuddy’s
asked. “What have you been doing, talking to  all the attempted “hustlin’.”” i forcé phony voter-lists. office,” Allen said.
everyone there 1s?” “The law is the Jaw,” he sighed. “But Chi- «youll have to supply affidavits that these ) Yeah, Gavin did this as a favor for me
The sudden bunch of telephone calls had  cagolis Chicago.” . people are no longer registered there,” Cuddy since you were in my precinct, He used to be

only served to make Cuddy doubly suspicious Anlt what should the Mirage make of Cud- “ " Mayor Daley’s bodyguard, you know.” |
v Luedy Y SUSp g sald, “Thave no other choice. “Well, if any of the names on tha petition

But even that was an impossible task. The  aren’t right, will that affect the license?” |
affidavits would have to come from the land- “You got that slip of paper, dog't you?”

H - A " ’ M f . lords. One of the crucial landlords was him-  Bruno said. “There’s nothing they can do.”
H't bypShakedown f !Of ,ne OI' YOU self:a ghost. Bruno was right. There's got.higg ople like
Ever been the victim of crooked city,  detajls — nares, dates and places. Becayso ; e o o ' ; Cuddy can do. Except maybe kegp trying.
“county or state employes? of réader interest in our series on the Miraée, It, was time to try some more clout, The ¢ 1
Have you ever been forced into illicit deal- a tayern we operated for several months, \ve Mirage would close its doors in three days.
Ings with businessmep such as accoustants,  have set up a special Shakedown Hot Line for  Theye wasn't time to do it Cuddy’s Way. COMING FRIDAYE
bookkeepers, vending machine operators or you|to call, . ‘ The Mirage had been saving some clout for Li ’ lesh L
- other salesmen? S Wp will protect your amonymity, {f ¥ou g rainy day. 1t learned early that one of the Iquor sa es‘men‘offer 1 Iegal
*The Sun-Times would like t hear specific  wish. The number is 321-2527. : tricks of doing business in Chicago Is to buy . giﬁs ‘fixes' with prod uct
! . ) . TR youk, insurance from ® politically connetted ! T

Cop tries to enforce liquor license law

“rage’s business called Cuddy on their own
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