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Pinphg another bad
wmehtjop the [~\vel Knievel machifie.

“You scurvy dog! You whore"l don/t let no

e do this to met”’ ‘
& Delaney worked, by df y, in a cam-
te near the Mirage. At jnight he was /|
Wizard. He could not tesist the ma-

F had been that way sitjce he was 14.

Pinbill
chinds.,
B U
Pachin

1 S. !

cdgo lifted its ban on: pin all machmeﬁ
Lnly[,a ear ago.. Now almest esiery neighbor-
hoom dverh hes an,Evel Knievel, a Night Rid-
or }\ irand Prix. 'You drink er “You play

1

ss you could say I'm an addict,” he
ook at all the money 1 p ur into these

”

pinball] Tt is the city’s newest addiction.
inball Wizard went further. He would
until he had beaten the high seore on
bw machme he saw. would keep|
a|machine until he “owned” it. '
he WO nld almost meet hig. match in the
1ee’s Evel Kmevel |
trick fis thav; every pinbdil machine is
Ajffarent from the nexti|It depends on
lod of ithe repairman. He ean adjust the
1Li-the qmrmg “the. tilt. He can make|
isleasy. |He can make thingg tough.
Jrd walked into the Mirage one August
nd ngticed the new Knievel in the cor-
8 flashing a prevxous‘hxgh score Ofv .

142,05,
- This,
and w
But
that:ny
And h
“qyp
10 hé:

hought a beer:

nt toiwork. |
mny thmgw Wizard didp’t come near
aht. (v theisecond nightj Or the thlrd
was egmxpng to wonder.
never taken me mote than thiee da’ysvf
ta ma(‘hme“’ he said. T ‘
e e e
Wizzrd waited a;nother week
fears.| The Mirage’'s EVé
jghest he had ever seen.
¢ onlv [reasdn 1 keep. comding b: ck here
idldamn| machine,” he said. “There’s an-
Znivvol that gives me troithle af a place
the Litle I}ing, But this| machine! It’s
mett| : T
rd did| not }}ike‘kﬁeing raped by any ma-
'mxldJlltetlj hv the jway he began
ng it and s ‘mtir_)g at it and calling it a

to 0O ‘firm his
1 Knigvel was

Faping
Wiz

ohins

pound

whore 4 ‘ L )
At doe pont{aliter the madhine had been
sti-t.h him, he

aspeciatly  cfute
much {it would co!
glass.

he “But -

$§75.

uestion to its

11 himp i1l cost
M i

“I ;should onlvf .cost -$7.50,"
sometfmes they’ll stiek you for
The| Mirage conveyed the
o.mathine joperator. ‘T
an arm,” the operator said. KN .
San{T* orter Zay N. Smith — Nort

decided to jdin Wizard in
rd took one flook at Norty* 8
1 a pin}

shid.

game [and ecided it was tim to
‘pall, clinic.

Norty, to »tart]with was-a
man.’ Thar meant he usual
{lippet buttons at once, whicl

pushed both
is no good at
pinbal
md pendently.

must Jearn to use the flippe
Thi$ opens the w%v
maneqvering.

o
Thefe were other tricks.

to style gnd psycholo
know | oW to stand ‘How to' ms e -

oamol:e ju let ¢

“Mdst people

FUNpES

inquired how .~
;if he maybe smashed the - |

- said. “On We
" at . the (‘andl

““do ble-ﬂipper i

- was-all It k.

dangle out ot the corner: of their mouth,” Wu~
ard said. 'Buq you should make, your cigaret
work for you. [You know, put it in thp middle
of your mouth, hanging out just so.

Style becomes especially’ impm tant,
said) when there is betting involved.

“It's all manipulation when you play for
money,” he said. “You have to ‘;xwohe them.

hei

. You have to distract them. L

“Maybe your run ‘up a good | scoxe ‘on the
first ball. Then you dehberately make a bad
p}ay and complam about “hat‘ the. machme

‘Just Iook at the time. | was
just gomg to spend 15 minutes
here and .l've been | 'here for
hours Jesus. That machme

did to youL,Y u talk about how#the goddamn
; machine 1§
"That way you make your opponent wonder .
him think toe

ping you and screwing - you.

about the makhine. You make
much and tense up.” .

Wizard, in fact, was, missing
&y game evén then.

“You knew this is Wednesd; y night,” - he
esday pights I' usunally over
ite, playing with my fiiends for
money. But heré 1 am with this machine in-
stead. That shows you how bz}d 1 want mie

machine. ’? 3 .
Why no! mof;\ey games at the H’(Xiragu
“You wpuld‘n’t want-us doing at here,” he
said. “Sopme mes we play fo | $20 a game,
maybe more. |It sort of degrades a nice faml-
ly place. like this when you-bave. hard-core
pinball playe 5. 3 | -

. {\
~ Norty, or
coming ha

ouit On 8 mon-

part was on his way to be:
core. A couple of lucky games

Norty was dumping coins in
the Evel i.Kvael right alongrwlth Wizard.
And he practiced when Wizard wasn't there.

The addiction took final hold one night
when Norty jpined two gthe! ge regulars
‘in a pinball-game, Norty : didn’t: know
what -he was doing —. but he} could do no

| wrong thdt night. Every nudge of the fiipper

sent the ball

L

nto a bonus TURW y
I

|

= “Hey, . man,” said one uf

Cter:

. a tavern, . I

Copyrith !971 TM Cr\ czgo 8

his opponents.
~He's MCkixu' our assk” o '

Nerty, just smiled.

Pinball Wizard, meantime,
pack. “I hate this mac?lne,
night, “God, what, a machin

Wizard turned to Norty.

“You know what I'll bet?”
nobody ever got that sgore.
probably took the glass|off and kept catching’
the ball before it went| down- the chute He

{'probably ran up the sco e thalt way.”

But Wizard woulda’t get out of it that eas-
ily. The score was genuine. There was anoth-
er erage customer wh had [been lucky.

0 ® - B

‘Yet Wizard was in 2 mood to criticize. He;
said he didn’t like thése new computerized
inachines, anyway. The|Evel {Knievel was sol-
id state and very snaizy, but it just didn’t
havq the good solid feel |of th old mechanical
pinball machines.

“For one thing, - these m chines are
damned light,” he said.| “See | how T can lift it
right off the floor? All the computerized ma-
chines are this way.”

-‘And ‘as long as he was on] the subject,’ he
didn’t think much of how the Mirage ad
placed its Evel Kaievel. The Mirage thought
you just put a machine|out ip & corner somé-
where. But 2 proper pix ba}l ddict knew

he shouted (jne

he said. “I'll bet

't be out by the trm
hould be in-the dark.
be in the dark part of

*This machine- shoul
window,” he safd. *It
Pinballs should always

“1 also like them 8o the] face toward a

wall. A Iot of us like it tha way Then you
can lean back on the wall ‘s
you can use the wall to brace your foot so you
can push off. You should sde some of those
walls. They have scuff ma ks that go up 8
feet high.”

‘But Wizard toletated
tons. Anything t6 beat the machine. He

would spend whole ev‘enmg at the Mirage
trying to beat the ma |

“Just look at the time,’ he said one night at
about 10.0’clock. “I was just going to spend 13
minutes hers and,I've been| hers. for. howrs.
Jesus. That machine J

\
|
|

kept coming -

[The pinball guy -

160

§ you play. And’

ithe ba d playing condi--

n-Timas; Sun-Times Photo

«

\

"Anybody who

is on the line.
the Wizard

the Mirage.

by Jdim E.-b:’

barely nud
“ pang the

beers in .
Nothmg worked. Wizard wotr
242,050'and then — kachink! —
go careering down a chute.
! hate thys machine!” he sh

W17ard made his move.
leard announced, at first,

ly rough that night. It was,

“1 know how this is going to ¥
said. “T've already missed

\ Fmaﬂy, at about 8:40 p.m.,
at
serve. Pm going after that ma

er Zay N. Smi
flipping pi
Style and psychology ars
also important, the Wizard
said; especially wqen money

Norty ahd announced: ‘‘Hell.

.Double flip
a ho-no
for Wizard

wants to play

" good pinball must learn to
" use “the flippers indepen-
dently, Bernie Delaney —
the Mirage’s Pinball Wizard
~advised Sun-Times report-

th, s doubls-
nball rookie.

But there was

no money on the:line when

{encountered

the Evel Knievel game at

It was simply
Man vs. Machine, and the
machine offered Wizard his

__ greatest challenge. -

e the Evel Knievel. He would
achine until it tilted. He would..
play cold sober. He would play with a few

. Wizard wiuld try every approach. He woum

1d edge tov,aul 1
-ithe ball would

guted.

It was on .Sept 16 — after nearly a month g
and a hundred or so games — that Pinball

at it would be

a quick visit. It was Friday night and he was

due early Saturday for a weekend with the

Naval Reserve, He was carrying a small suit-
case with his flight suit and papers.

But the machine was treatin% him especial-

fact, humili-

ating him. And no pinball addict leaves a ma-
chine on a bad game. It just,isnit done.

” Wizard
6 40 “train.

Now 1'll Took up and see I've my ssed the 7:40.
. |Then T'l1 look up again. That" be the 8:40.”

izard looked -
Can the Re-
ne.!

;‘ Besides, he sald, Saturday would mark his

,22d birthddy. And who wants|to spend his

birthday in a flight suit?
- |said, urging I him on. ‘
i The showdown came shortly

point. Norty
er midnight

|— just!as Wizard, indeed, was turning: 22.
|Norty was microwaving a bratwurst behind
the bar'when he looked up and saw that Pin-

ball Wizand 'had something
pushed over
|left on the game.
“Get up, damn you; get do
|come on, you scurvy dog,” he

|
|

perfo!

He redched out to the machin

'There was a|drawing of a volu

:here ~ an ﬁvel Knievel groupie. He touched
|- i

Continued

oing. He had

,000 and still had a free play

, stay there;
outed.

The ball went down the chute|a few seconds
later, Wizard hiad one play 1
over 242 050. He patted the ma¢hine. Then he
ied what had become a Mirage ritual.

to put him

's back glass.
tuous maiden

] on next page
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is face,

An addict’ can sensé these things.

rmtmued from

Wizard shot th

| -2
i -

precedmo page . ;
ts and snuled at her.
,lgsl ball into pla “Come

nyou!S ") alive!” .
npplem ked on in respectful si-

bnce. They watchep wizard thump the ma-
hine, nudge it, b'mh it slap-it. Thely watched
im twirl around comp\eteh when he hit a

! "Then the onlookms watched Wizard suddtn-‘
v ease-up.! There was a tight little smile on

He knew' hg had the machipe beaten

1" Tihe ball! fmall\’ \shpped off a flipper and
wem down the chule Wizard stood very still

‘hile the last few ipoints were (0 ed up.” He

“was saVOrmo this/ )
- The final score wlas 2’50,689.

e

i dxd it?* he shduted. *'I beat it Oh, Eow 1

“fove that maching!™ -

i

[
I

-
J
|
i
i
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An onlooker pointed qut | that vizard had
2] ‘a\so won some hohus free uames But W izard,
. Jwho was Jumpm 4 { and clap ing anfl shommu

' ‘By K
1(:ary

Payoff oﬁer‘

aren Kcshner ‘
Nepon 3| candids .te tor the state Leg-

idlaturg, has. accused State Rep‘ Daniel P.
O’ Brier ‘(D Cthago) of offering |to pay him '

more t
jobs if

an $10, 0(10 and to give. him -patronage -

Nepon withdrew from the race.

. Nepon, 23, the city’s first openly gay candi-

- date, i\
- who s}

North
mary.
Nep

0 Brleng 54 Ward Demdcratic -com- ",

5! one of |three opponents of O’Brien.
‘runmne for renommancn from ‘the-
Gide 13th Dlsmct in the March 21 pri-
lectlon '
n said Wedrnesday in an interview that

mltteeman also offered him political support

if he d
1979 a

O'B
times,.
pon ar

ASST!
the 's

ﬂate s attorney’s ‘office wol

Fough Nepon does not live in the ward.
ien sald’he met with Nepon. several
but he denied that he eve: offered Ne-
ything mEre tharf good luck. ,
istant State’s Atty. Rlchald Me=ans said
1d look into

the matter. “[t's an. unusual case and it

do§911 .

ecided to Eun for 43d Ward|alderman in |

‘By ‘Michael Fiannery

weeks, | . had giver|law-enf
- : of the ,miscondurct.

de tavern, investigators for The Sun- Times il

nd, the \Bettjer’?o‘i‘mment Assn encoun-
v:l payoff:speking, public emplopes -and

erE toid

riviate businegsrmen |that payoffs arp one of

he |costs of daing ;

letroPoll respym

ate this mathn@"

and P#‘mela Zekman 30 per cent of the{ 400 digciplinary’ a actions W S. .
Mayor | Bilandic claimed two works 200 were taken for cor’duct u becommo a ity hdse actjons inctu L:d 9% for fual ¢
Thuredeyi[that his administration had rou- employe.” ! ! ment; gri insubordi ) l!ion; 2 }or

She refused to say how mjany were corrup- relaty igronduct; 11 ! having i bg

tinely rogfed out payoff-rakine eranloyes and

cement offm"h ev\dence 1

Since tHen, his cffice h"s refhicod to back a massive resezrchijob.” (pers natmg police pfficer,
up The clafm ¥ ith fac +5 and figures. -For: the same: rhaqon sh¢ said, the mayor T Vi | '
“We can get ma[ inform tion for veu. cannot fell how 'many corrpption cabes voive ‘he finalimelthed of iscif),
ilandic thid reporters who pressed him for- - referred <10 proseciitors ‘npr. which specific g said{{s 1 i ey~ rimept Heads to tak
drails of [the 400 cases in which he said city law:enforcemem ‘agencies might: have. re- onjtheir ol Ehe hadmo ;dea hcw m
vorkers plere disciplined or tired- in1977. ceived 'such dafa. | : P ) c*we.\threi sere in 1977 n L fpr hat
But, in |response. to almest daily inguiries - After; failing io rerurn fhone calls ot one 1;;1 telfer manngr e ;
S SunPTimes Teporters. press secr etary stretch for seven dﬁws Misp Jurkovich finally,” e h easpf is 4 career sprvi
Crlesta Jurkovich hag heen able to-cte only’ said the city w souldi not pe(['"orm the. research may empnd a hear {efﬂ
cme cosélin which the city moved {0 f'w " needed to answer lhe questions, "1 - Boatd.
a man fbr taking a paydff.- . CAt a City Hall. jpress cpnference Jan. 12 d’xomﬁ DirectorliCha
Phe emplove, ar-invostigater for *he -D“W" during {which. he announcpd ipotenti- 1l far- njork | tha oD city ¢ were st
Den.?‘rthr" i« still ot werk, because Nis " reachi lg.' numnupnon reforms, - Bilandic “bi dre- Phiisdnnel ard | in 11977: 1 T1
ced i, dec ) ERUBEUSE L said; | . \ | A hhs G i 10\’91T‘0r(n,1 o ity
o testifyy The cit Cronppeq” fhe o8t which “We |Hav quietly and e feciivie_lv% been car- . Tine dipjately| 14,0
charged er teok a 81 PaLOil - piing on gur owiinspec ions and reviews. - Holit tment afre:uht
from a by 2 pwner who w ond to We took eare of eil%‘er sevdring or dlsmphmnu G Y oard. || |1
460 i \\\1 als duting: the|last. year. And wg 0) sons W
. have prote {ed thewpuhhc othat extent. Nm\ : y inn said.fi S
T erLwt tside thi citly,
nd ox‘I' fo

s all menip-
ulation ‘when
you play for
money. Y ouU
have to psyche
them.'s ¢

[

i

didn’t jcare a4 ouf ree games. He fell across

~mach]

the m M ine and emhraced it.
“Who bives a ————— about free games"
He ddesp’t understand‘ [ beat.the goddamn
nel 1's mine! 1love this machine!”
; Norty lgave Pinball Wizard a free pitcher of
beer. It was the least he (ould do on a night
like t axt.\

s
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100k usght but we have to do more-
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ir ge getsto know a:
n gig‘n‘*m — .he whorehousa

REP. DANIEL P.
“O'BRIEN

IC‘O H reqenrch te.determine if it's a crime.’
\m,cm said in the’ intepview that O’Brien.

Lallwed him shorily after the Jan. 3 lottery

drawing for ballot position. O’ Brien ended up

lastrm the four-way race for two Democratic

nolrmanons for: the House. Bemg, last wouid
1
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ilandic office f |

laim of earller pa yof

. the Specxhc,, you want therel would have to e,
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i ‘
,ll) found d ld(. ce 1ead‘idg(;
‘ q)r firing- anptncr‘ 4

convert part of his p{operty nto a parking lot. 3 bl i Ji
Beyond that, Miss: Jurkovich gstimates that - di=¢

fgr] assault [z

d: .
dofd'

mmelated because “in orfler for s to get
eprriment

g:‘}u;:;;% H

ven.more.”
s urred Bil andx(‘ o act was The Sﬁn-

j
series, on! the Wi raue ,a tavern - it

improve
Wha

rizatiof.

g our r% 0c<‘durps we find- we can
»'invediige

Times/|
. operat#ﬁd écretlx for foyr honths with the [t was|sch
Better| G \erhmext Assnf T he- tavern, aum oard. h-,'
N, Wel sinde heen. olq! S Reveniie [Dep
Se\en ity mqpumrs hn\/e ‘been qu§ponde d - donal proplem|
as a resijit of = xonndom‘g dncovered at [the i[result of ,t\EL
- Thomas J.|Dav

Mirage. [Thevinclude fo r ffom the Building

Department. twoj from the (Board ‘of Heglth
rspnal p

il duties ‘MD

sand opé| from he Fire [Department. Three | tify

inspectors f(lr the‘lllin'ois Liquor: Comrm (‘om ] b 4{name. 1 I

mission | have alé;o ibeerl suspoggied, twd of : irkbvich 4tdued
them pending a d\sqharce hearit) ’I; . | i 4 dismis s ap

resignatjons. orf g

Lreagon. T A

i o i |' i
driment h "i‘b wil] [get

=
£

Miss ﬂ]rkﬂ\l(h said here ere sevelal wm s | regprd
firing actlon was initir ¢ .

that a disciplirary or :
ated in| 1977. The H00 cases réferred o by 4| ad ? nomﬁn{qu
»Bl]dndl(} wer® handled By the mayor's Bud-", | L it out aﬁ:\ th}@n cdll il the pic spy
“getary IDwm(m ‘hich soug tpumamv tdpro o ay gyt rheinfor: atior {he‘ha. | gath F"(’“
mote “efhmenu' dnd plroium&'\t\ - Hénge, || she sai s , 1 :

; the “efjloye | guits oo the

30 per kent of uhc‘ actiong. it took ‘were 1m f
“extended lumh“ 20 per cent: for “qunnn"" .
early or tardiness’| and the fmal 20 per, ¢ cent K 5
for e tended (‘dff e brcaks,” she said: ‘
“The mow-defu: mf lmesmgatmn ‘Department |

X (11 was merued xAm thx, Buduetdn Dnmmn

tisted 4a.teyminatiga. for |4
f lyou looki at |private i ustr) )
Wery simila s{tuLtim‘ Yoy wafl

h\

-

irting

df the pepson whe' is
she saifl.] 1],
b

1
i
\
I
i
i

j'

]
I
|

’n I

) Brien, & Lordmg 5
bhd in hig best politice
of| the 13th District|rade
The other molcfmmddtes for the Democrut , ien’s supgort i [the aldenns

ic_nomingtion are Repl James M. Houdhan |- [43d Ward next| year,
F made it clear that thq ffe

' pu{ O]Bnens namc on| the B line of voting:
" machines, a ip(b(‘thd[ xs easy for- voters . to
oxerl k. i \

(D:Chicago) anq ormer Rep. Jesse White. )
ilidt-ap endorsemeny.

: A ‘wetmo vxas arrange for Jan. 8, around AR
“2.pm..at the “pﬂ:mmarv Restaurant, 2402 N . Nepgn spid he |told, Q1 Brien
incoln, just down: the \street from O’Brien’s Wi :'YT( culous’ bcauseljhe i

| office, ‘6411 N.. meoln d(cordm;. 1 h ._-'(1‘ wd boyndaryy in the,

. Nepan. : N¢ p‘n said that 0’ Bijien to ]
Nepon said b took along a -friend, David Wi }‘dL“ del on Lhe rdsidencyrec
_“Bartett, becaus “people advised me not t - and “pe|didn’t thintt it ould g
meef with hlm AQ'Brien) alone.” When | Nepan shid he| was
Nepon said h*_ and <O"Buen talked “about] 0Bl ith] s lid he| would "pay j
Ihur&pxoblemﬁ in the tight race land that e '?} aign 9’59“““"]““‘-1'“"'(‘“ 0y
,O'Brien was de wssed ahout his ballot posj- 2706, Mepon saig. When he stifl didn’
1 . N pon |9 aid, O'Brign 1h;zn off¢ 'ed} to jsi
it would (os[ him $50, 000 a B f'li l( Vit guarant '('ing tdw() gi\l‘(; Qun‘)tw $
ad baﬂlor posmbn, ‘which_ s his prothike of suppoft i the-
ace. :

in-suid “np and ()‘Br'}(' h uppe

-Mto

\fhle what he would have
me was on the A (top) hlm

\
|
!
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