;By'Pamela Zekma
and’ “Pamela Warrick: -

The panents werent screammg and the

narses’ wlped patients’. brows and héld their
“hands.The: recovery room looked, lrke a
slumber- party, - . -

. That's how it can be In- aboruon cllnlcs.
“~And in three’ Chlcago cllmcs. that’s. what ine
vestigalors found.

~ The clinics'names may. not sound lamlllar.
“They don’t promote themse]ves much, They
“all find advertising as “distasteful” as buying
patients with Kickbacks and selling atortions .
or any other procedure (o _women: wio-don't
need. them:

- During-a five- month lnvesngenon by The
Sun-Times and Better Government Agsn., re-
porters and researchers worked un(fercover
in six of the city’s 13 clinics. In four of those
clinics—the’ Michigan Av. abortion"gnill';—-
we have documented héw women's lives are
.endapgered by people who care rnore for
prollts than patients. -

But working undercover in two olher clin.
ics, . and working in co-operation ‘Wwith a
third, we found that abortion doesn’t ‘have to
be .an assembly -line operation. We™ found
- that in clinics-like these, women may find

safe and compassionate medical carg:

o Midwest Populatiog Center, 100 E. Ohio,
".#'Park: Medical Cent, 2814 W. Peterson,
. Concord Medlcel_Center Inc., 17 W Grand,

[ ] L] 1]

"BGA lnvesngélor Michelle ‘Young, who
witnessed : poor medical care and deceptive
counseling at Biogeneétics Ltd., 520 N. Michi-
gan, also worked undercover at the Midwest
Population Center. Her experiences at both

i+ clinics made for some striking comparisons.

On her: first day as counselor at Biogene-
tics, Young was instructed not to tell the pa-
tient the abortion would hurt, not to discuss
the procedure in any detail and not to waste
time talking about birth control.

. “'“We don't want to tell them it hurts and

: \ve don't’ want to tell them too much,”

- ... Young's supervisor told her, "“because the

panents get too nervous and afraid and will
be out the door.” *

“At thé Midwest Population Center.
Young s supervisor urged her.to show some

- prtients to. the door. “'Don t ever hesitate to

‘turn one away, some peopl
~ just aren’t ready, -for _the -procedure,” said
'Ynungs supervisor: “If they really want it,
_they'll b& back.”” =~

- But; the supervisor added, “We don’t want
“tepeaters here.” Young was told to stress the -
1mportance of brrth -conttol to hér panents.

“THE PHILOSOPHY at the Mldwest center,
Young was told, is that'a woman Who-wants’
- an“abortion.should -be able to have one. But*
~abortion ‘must. riot be used as a'me
brrth control

accompany therr panents through “the abor
tions: : Young followed ong. of her. pauems
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Igtaff-wasn't scowling: In the operating room, - '

- THE Aaonnon

. gests a laundry list of questions a wboman

'PROFITEERS

' Patrents -chat among-. themselves “and |
everyone " seemed - to  he .in. a .good
‘mood:-| never once heard‘a pallent cry
out in pain.’

Copyright, marThe Chicago Sun
PARK MEDICAL CENTER, owned by Eileen Adams, co- operuled with The Sun-Times and
the 8GA in the abortion-mill investigation by allowing us to observe first-hand’ how a proper. L

" clinic should be eperated. e

~

mes; Sun-Times Photo by Perry C. RIUOll Y

How to choose abortion clmlc"_f |

‘What do you need to know about a clifiic
beforeé making an appointment for an- abor-
-tion?

Ina booklét - called. “How to Choose an
Abortion Facility,” the National Abortion
Federation, 10 E. 59th St., Néw York, sug-

may want.to ask . before selecting a clinic.
.Some of !he ‘most important questiops
include:
® What pregnancy tests are done?

.® Does the clinic. give Rhogam injectiois,

if a patient has RH-negative blood, to pre. _:

vent ‘problems with. future’ pregnancies? .

y throughout the- opermon :
e Unhke some of the doctors on the: abomon
assemblv lmes doctors at Mnm est- apparent-r

e What are. the quahflcatlons of counsel-
lors? Does. the ‘clinic -offer mdwrdual or
group counselmg"

. Who is‘the dactor? WHat are his qualrfl- i

“counselmg and servrces"

cations? How miich: “experience has he. had
performing abortmns”

#.Can you get local or, general aneslhelrc"

o Is the recovery room equipped with
beds, cots, or reclining chairg? How long can
you stay in the recovery toom?

®ls there a 24-hour phone number you :

can call in case of -emergencies?.

s @ How much does the ‘abortion cost, and
-what are the added: costs for" Rhogam, gener-
.al anesthetic. or other pain- “Killers? - S

. Does the- facility provnie blrth ‘Cornitro} -

©° :Whenever pos51ble it'is. suggested prospec-
tive patients talk ‘with -other women- ~Who .

have. had an abornon there ‘to get ther' i
‘pre;)mn of \thf i lllt) [

tual abomon begms

several mmute>

OCT()R YOUNG obser\ed spenl

the pauenls hand or slroked, er ir.;
t one,l\hchrgan Av. abortion. mill;

R AT ONE CLlNlC where we worked un-

[ 20

»‘e

Vgt like somé of their- Ml chijgan Av. competrtor ) 2

we

inic,
.. tionis® arg drllgemly guarded When a nurse:
accrd_enlally ‘touehed the’ doctors hand “dui
- Ing an-abortion, Young saw the dogtor. Tush
from the: -ropin, scrub, his, hands and pui on .-

dercover, the Michigan Avenue Meqrcal Ce
'ler. 30.S. Michigan, sterile, conditions: wer
so  haphhzardly maintained'. that.” operahng
rooms were only casually:cleaned- belween
some”abortions.and blogdy : sheets: :
changed -on recovery room’ beds
Begduse lhere is 16 rush:at Mj
C|llllC only does, 15 abomons a day there

lhe recovery room Young sald S

In -the Midwest - recovery- room Young
saw patients restingsal least an h
atmosphere was quite relaxed.. Patlents ‘chat. |
among; thémselves -ahd gveryone séemed 10"
be in-a good mood,: " i sy

At Biogenetics, Where as many-as: 90 pas
. tients:may :get abortions in a single- day, the
recovery.room wias, crowded and- women of- -
-ten were crying. Thére, pauenls a
out of the regovery raom dfter 15 thinutes,
After that; Young | foind, the ‘beds’ are needed
for the next group, - :
_ During - the month :Young - wm‘ked at the ;
Midwest center, : i

The Concord Med al Center may Tbt,’ the
-busiest abdTtion- clinic’in "Chicago. Yet, uns -

.- Concord's owners do-.iot. adverti
- not pay. doctors.or reférral agents fi
ing’ them panents g
Soine ~ Concord- patlents come .-
Plannéd Parenthood of the Health Ev
Refercal Service (HERS), two: of - the crtys,
most -tespectedyreferral agencre' : Nelther Jof:,
then charg, for - their ‘referrals, hut send g
women only to clirics“whose operatr
- know; and. monjtor.- Qther Concord: patlent

‘are sent by--private ph&sxcnan‘s Sl others =

walkin_off -the streét.

the’ qualm ‘of care is apparentl
ished: by:- -the numhers of - paue,

§ ortion o the same das sh -
Zpregnant; She must” Ihmk about \\fhat shes 5

',douor rush from. abomon to: abortion” :




Commued l‘rom Page 7

- discqvered . while worklrfg undErcover as a,
-,"Concord’ counselor-in-training, patient coun=
- seling-can.be 50° lntenswe it may dnve Pﬁ'j,,

tlEntS away\ .

- Rutherford saw the cllnlc brlr\g ln a Pollsh'z .
lnterpreter for one-patient Who was eagerto-
_sign‘abortion forms; she did-not understdnd.-:"
“She also watched counselors’ probe women’s *

“+ motives for seekmg abdrtions and qmz them,

..on- heit answers;

" ONE DAY, Rutherford overh ard parts of
-a_two-hour. counseling -session/with 'a 17
year-old who had agreed to an-abortion ‘only

“because her mother had threatened to thr0w1

“her outif-she hid the’
““1 think abortion {5 murdef, M
her counselor:: “But ‘what: cen g (1 L

Av mills; she probably would have been sold.
‘so0ld -on' childbirth. The ‘counselor. gave the

L gk ‘the names’ of sevéral facilities “where . *

Jeling ‘on:adoption.

Another teen-ager v;vh thi counsel

F covered. had_ been pressured into having an-

lbortlon by her.boy friend and felatives also

"At‘Coneord such procedures are not dm

*“cannot- “proceed -with corfidence.” "

" wWas re!erred to° doptlon agencles. as well-es

.to the lllinois Department of Public Ald for -

financial’ assistance during her” pregnancy..
Rutherford also saw several -women

turned .away because their ‘“pregnanciés” -

were too. early to be confirmed by physi.-
cians. At some of the Michigan Av. clmlcs,—
such ‘women* are ‘sold - menstrual - extracs -

‘tions—early abomons that- cost less -but

Vohich studies’ show o6ften ‘are .unnecessarny.

i

shed by the volume of
atients.” But, sald Rutherford, “They :still

heir patients.”

eally thought it ouf," said Concord's admins-
Istrator, Sherry Walker. . “[Abortion] is & ir-

. ‘anabortion-anyway. At Concord, she was . -:a

n"abortion- on,/a" Woman -who) has not
“been .counseléd,” he:sald, Unless he knows
his patient has been counseled, he added,

t lsgo her emotional ealth. “I will refuse to

Rutherford watched * counselors” expmﬁ
ery espect of -the abortlnn caref

¢omplained to Ruth:

manage to take whatever time's needed wlthr E

“We_‘want to be_suré our patlents have,'rr

‘;Imlcs promote patients before p

.

50D, 322-4240. -

25T N Semlnary 248-0166. :

Note to readers.

Safe and compassionaté abortion care -

Isjobtainable in-the Chiédgo area. Reli-
sble abortion , counseling. should -be

organizations. that are prepared:td re-

] spond to women’s health questlons are. e

» Pifhned Parenthood: Assn, S5E.Jac
» Health Evaluatlon Referral -S

oThe \Vomen (] Switchboard or the

.west Womens Cenler, 800,-912-540{ S

5 vChlcagos -abortion buslness In the: year It .
" has been open, It hag kept & low profile and, .-~ -~

warned ghout everythlng from the “cold ar
jtlcky antlseptlc" belore the abortion: 10 the <~

. and unpretentious cllnlc n the clty's Nor

- But with ‘women snacklng and sometlmes,;
laughing among themselves ‘while they ‘rest,
the “atmosphere of the recovery room on

“some days.seems more. ‘social than ‘medical,

* Even’so; Rutherford said, doctors do_visit:

1 the recovery:room to checK on their patients®
. sought from tamily physiclans Other = B

progréss:-And, according. to ‘a recent paper- - ;
published by Bozorgl in a protesslonal medf-"

. -cal fouitnal, most:patients progress well. The -~
= doctor, - reported that- his- patient records - -
“ ghowed @ lower-than-average lncldenee of i

tlon mills we investigated on the Magnificent-
Mile; Park :Medical Centeq operates a small
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"_enjoyed a reputation as a lacility that cared more for pa-
; tlents than profits.

It was:out of their concern over the abomon assembly .,
lines in other parts of the city—a concern they had publicly
b expressed—thal Park Medical owners opened t their'own clin- -

ic in 1977

As novices to the abortion trade ourselves, we asked them
1o co-operate. with us in our investigation of clinics. Al-
though we did not work undercover in the Park Mecial Cen- .
ter, reporters and researchers spent many hours there 0b-.
serving its operation.

With-permission from Park Medical's patients,’ we sat in
- on counseling sessions, watched nurses and doctors scrub be.
fore abortions and scrubbed ourselves to observe how abor-
tions were performed. We watched not-so-routine abortions. -
-We watched nurses hold patlems hands, wipe their brows
- and soothe their nerves.

. ABORTIONS WE SAW lasted 15 to 20 minutes. Usually,
they were relatively painless procedures. The doctor worked
deliberately and spoke softely to the patient, often repeating
her name. Afterward, we saw women being helped into their
recovery-room beds, where smiling nurses measured their
blood pressure and fetched -them punch and cookies.

Unlike other clinics, where women appeared ashen and
weak after their abortions, the women at Park Medical
seemed to recover quickly, the color relurmng !o their
cheeks within a quarter of an hour.

We looked 4t the pathology reports returned to Ihe clinic
on the tissue removed from Park Medical patients' wombs.
The reports are back in the doctor's hands within 48 hours.
Patients are called immediately when reports show no con-
ception material was found. Such reports are treated as
medical emergencies—which, experts say, they may well be,
- particularly in cases of ectopic (outside of the uterus) or tu-
bal pregnancies.

When the clnic first opened, it was a laboratory that, a
doctor and part-owner believed,§ was issuing 1mprobable
reports.

" The doctor was certain he had refjoved all the tissue from
the uterus in a number of cases where the lab insisted he had
not. The patients were called back to the clinic and re-exam-

Clinics that put patients first

ined. In every «case; the examination showed thelr abortions
gwere complete;’ the laboratory reports ‘were hot. - i
"~ “That was it for the lab," smd owner Elleen AQnms "We,

fired them."” -

" ADAMS ALSO TOLD us how they were orfered pauents

in exchange for kickbacks when she and her partner first | |

opened Park Medical.
“‘One guy called us and sald they'd provide ‘cotinseling’ it
we'd provide .the cash,"

clinic and make money without paying kickbacks."

“ ‘Lady,’ the guy said to Adams, " ‘there’s no way to°
.make money-in this business unless you pay. You'll go broke

in six months if you don't.' "
Well, Adams said, the clinic nearly dld g0 broke.
“Business was very slow at first, then thegood referral

ﬂgencnes—Planned Parenthood and HERS~came out to look

us over,” Adams sald. A doctor came out and looked and
liked us. Now we get referralsfrom about 75 doctors—not a
one has ever asked for a kickback in return. They send pa-
tients here because they know they'll get good care.”

recalled one ‘of Park's owners, -
“They told us we were nalve if we thought we could.run.a’
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