LlSt of 40 Indwted in Vote Fraud

How ClVll nghts
Act Is Involved

E\ery citizen of the United States has the constitutional right to vote.

That right goes hand In hand with the right to have that vote counted
af lts full value.

But that vote is diluted if someone elsa votes illegally or accepts an
illegal vote as valld while serving ds an election )udge For each illegal
vote cast, a legal vote is canceled out,

When an illegal vote cancels a ‘good volé, the citizen who voted legal-
ly is-being deprived of his constitutional right to vote and of the addi-
tional ituati right to equal pre ion of the Taw. ; .

That is the theory under which the 40 persons named in yeslerdays
federal indictments for vote fraud.were charged under -1968 amendmems
to the Civil Rights Act.

One of these amendments prohibits two or mere persons from con-
spiring to “injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any citizen in the free
exercise or-enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by the
Constitution, or laws of the United States . . .”

* This coRspiracy statute carries a stiff penalty of up to a 10-year prison
sentence and a $10,000 fine.

The other section.was written to apply specmcally to pcrsans who
commit the same vlalatwn while acting ‘“‘under color of law,” in these-
cases while acting as election judges appointed by the Circuit Coutt to
enforce the election laws.

‘This statute prohibits electionjudges-from wilfully subjecting -citizens——

to the “‘deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured or
protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States. .. ."

+ It carries a possible prison sentence of not more than one ycar and
a fine of not more than $1,000.
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The 40 peréans indicted for vote fraud
by the federal grand jury and the viola-
tions they allegedly committed during
the March primary are: .

Precinct 11, Ward 1

Oscar Schwartz, 6100 N. Caldwell Av,,
allegedly forged signatures on three bal-
Iot applications, including those of his
two sons, Aaron and Sidney. Schwartz
and three election judges who witnessed
the allegedly forged ballot applications
were indicted for conspiring to dilute
the votes -of elgal voters. The election
)udges are Joyce Williams, 1517 S. Mich-
igan Av., and H. Elainé Nesbitt, 1238 S.
Nlchlgan Av., both Republican judges;
and Brenda Jarrell 111 W, Waupansie
St., Dwight, Livingston Cuunty. a Dem.
ocratic judge.

Precinet 26, Ward 14

Precinet 11, Ward 24
All five election judges in this pre-
cinct were indlcted for conspiring to
dilute the votes of legal voters, They
are Republican judges Lovie Harvey,
1912 S, Sawyer Av.; Jackie Sims, 110 N.
Mayfield Av., and Louise M. Patterson,
1542 8. Keeler Av.; and Democratic
judges Persie Jones, 1528 S. Tripp Av.,
and Sylvia Beard, 7217 S..Phillips Av.
The five allegedly a)Jlowed scveral
forged hallot applications to be used
to cast votes,
Miss Beard also was charged sep-
arately with forging four signatures.

Precinct 20, Ward 27
Three - judges .were indicted: for con-
spiring to dilute the votes of legal voters.
They include Dorothy Smith, a Demo-
crat, and Bernice Baker, and Vickie
Modica, both Republicans, all of whom
listed their ‘addresses as 30 S: Whlpple
St.
Dorothy Smith voted twice as a Demo-
crat in the primary and the other two
judges wi the baYot appli

Petet Rogers, assistant D t
precinct - captain, and three election
judges were indlcted for conspiring to

dilute the -votes of legal voters. The *

“election judges, who llegedly. withEssed

or signed a large number of forged bal-
Iot applications, are Mary Rose, 5221 S.
Emerald Av., a Republican judge; Rose-
marie Gray, 9% W. 53d st., a Democratic
judge; and Carmella R. Dedds. 029 W.

:53d St., a Democratic judge, Ome election

judge lo\d reporters that Rogers ran the
polling place on election day to the point
where he alone read the votes off the
election machine at the close of_the day.

Precinct 13, Ward 21

Melvin Mhxwell, 646 \V 861 'St;, was
indicted. for diluting. the votés- of legal

- voters while acting under colov. of -law:
** as a Democratic election judge: !Ie al-
R legcd]y entered’ a voting machine Sev-

cul times and” cast’ mulliple Votes.

Precinct 13, Ward 22

Patricia Jenkins, 24, of 1655 S.'Karlov
Av., a secretary at the House of Corree-
. was indicted for diluting the votes
of ]egal voters while acting under color
of law as a Republican election judge

, allegedly forged s on thl
“Démocratic ballat appli

Precinct 7, V ;
All-five election judges were chnrg‘cd‘
with conspiring to dilute .the votes of

legal voters in this precinct, which had"|

both Republican and Democratic forged
ballot applications, The judges are Lois
D. Cockerham, 1953 8. Ayers Av:; Gracie
Curry, 1907 8. Springfield Av., and
Earnestine  Price, 1907 S. Springfield
Av., all Democratic judges, and Carrie

M. Robinson, 1900 S. Avers, ani Cecelia

McKenzie, 1962 S Hamlm Av Repub
can judges. )

Precinet 5, ‘Ward 24

All five judges in this precinct swere
indictéd for conspiring fo dilute” the
votes of legal volers. They are Dembo-
cratic judges Jane T. Berry, 3622 W,
Grenshaw Av., and Delores, Shavers,

3719 W. Grenshaw ‘Av., and ncpuhl[can"
judges Alice Brddfm‘d 3625 -W. Gfen-”|

shaw, and Linda Alcorn_ and Mozell
Shavers, both of: 3719 W. Grenshaw Av,
Sixty-three -blank ballot ~applications
were used in this precinct, along wl(h
multiple forged applications. Miss ' Al
corn, who votes from the' Grenshaw
address but lives in another precinct,
allegedly was the witnessing judge:on
many of them. She also voted twice,
once as & Tm‘bcrat and once as’ &
Republican, charged, 3§

she signed without challenging her,: it
is. charged.

Precinet 9,—Ward—29.-

Darlene Stewart, 31, of 4154 W. Van
Buren St., and Karole' Jones, 22,;0f

4138 W, Jackson Blvd,, both Rehublican .

judges, were indicted for conspiring to

dilute legal votes by forging signafures™

on three ballot applications, It was
charged Mrs. Jones' signature matched
the forged signature used to cast a hallot

in behalf. of Laurena- Jones, a patient: .

who on March 21 was in County Hospital
suffering from fer mmak cancer. She died
the Tiext day,

“Precinet 24; Ward 31

* Al five electipr judges in this pre-.

cmct were ' indicted ‘tor conspiring. to

dildte Icgal votes, They are Democratic *

10348 S.

judges flarry-D. Pierson,
B.

Bleston Av.; e vinour, 10633
} merald Av.: Parnese Woods, 10510
S, Eggleston "Av.; and  Republican

;udgcs Peter Lisicich, 7349 W. Higgins
Rd,, and Linda C. Bradberry, 1081 W,
lOth St.

Several blank ballot applications,
some with Mrs, Bradberry's initials ap-
pearing on them, were used for voting
purposes in the primary, it is charged.

Lisiclch has charged that the other
judges at fisst tried to keep him locked
out of the polling place on election day.
Later in the day, he said, Mrs. Bradber-
ry pulled.a gun and threatened a poll
watcher during an argument. Mrs,
Bradberry is employed by the sheriff’s
office as a bailiff in Municipal Court
at 5lst and State Streets,

Precinct 55, Ward 37

Alex Williams Jr., 28, of 47 N. Central
Av,, was charged wnlh diluting itlegal
\’otes while acting under color of law
as a Republican judge. Williams al-
legedly was the, witnessing judge on a
series of 14 hlank ballots used to ring up
votes on the machines in the precinet,
He claimed to ‘reporters that he was
signing the applications in advance to
speed things up when voting” became
leavy. Informed by a walcher that he
was signing the forms improperly. Wit-
liams said, he put them aside. He said

___the watcher later picked them up and
alked away with them. Tho he Worked — ¢

as a Republican judge, he voted as a
Democrat,

Precinct 42, Ward 46

Jessie L. English, Democratic * pre-

cincl’ captain, and his wife, Barbara,

and Thomas T. Green, assistant pre-
cinct captain, and his wife, Lois, were
churged with conspiring to dilute legal

_voles. They illegally voted outside their

own precinet from an apartment build-
ing at 4707409 N. Beacon St. where they
did ‘not actun!ly live at the (m\o it is
charged.

- English was fired as-a garhage collec-
lmn trainee for the city Department of *
Stregts and Sanitation after The Tribune
disclosed  in March that-he had voted
illegally. Green is an operating engi-
neer for the. city Department of Water
and Sewers,

4 Handled
Probe for
U.S.Jury

The evidence of massive vote
fraud in Chicago gathered by the
Tribune Task Forpe was tined over
to another +ask forcé several months
ago, a unit of four federal prosecu-
tors who further investigated the
charges before presenting them to a
federal grand jury.

U. S.-Afty. James R. Thompson,
who announced the subsequent 40
indictments, assigned ‘the special
unit, headed by John Simon, chief of .-
the government's civil division. .

Stmon, ' 30, had led other- vote §
fraud investigations which resulted :
in indictments of nine persons i
charged with paying people to regis- |
ter to vote or to, vote. 3

Richard J. Ciccka, 3. a former |
{Federal Bureau of Investigation

agent, is head of the government’s
special Investigation division whiélﬁ
1 coordinatés investigations which in- § -
+ volve substantial grand jury work, ;

Conducting most of the grand jury
hearings were Tyrone C. Fahner, 29, ;
who recently obtained a master's !
degree in criminal law from North- >
wegtern University, and George N. !

'

Kilkerson Jr., a certified public ac-
countant and former law clerk in
the Ilinois Appellate Court,

The Englishes and Mrs, Green were
indieted last week by the county grand
jury for voting from a precinct where

-they did not live, Thé state. charge is

applicable for- the same yiolation “as
the federal one. The Englishes now live
at the Beacon Street addeess -and the
Greens ai 4722 N. Malder St




